Trial: 8 Witnesses from 1-2 Peter
Preaching & Theology Sermon Series Battle Plan
Theological Contributions by Pastor Mark Driscoll
Tactical Contributions by Pastor AJ Hamilton
October 28, 2008

APl ans are establ i shed bwagceo uwnasredl.;

T Proverbs 20:18
Preface:

This proposal comes in hopes of improving our effectiveness overall as a church.
Over the years, we have seen that the pulpit is our most visible and most
authoritative ministry. Whether it is a push for membership, giving, conversion
etc., the pulpit has proven to be the most effective. This is true both in and
outside of Mars Hill as we have seen with our internet audience. To utilize the
pulpit as much as possible for other aspects of our mission is, we believe, good
stewardship.

Admittedly, we do not believe that everything should be connected to the pulpit.
But, we do believe some things are more strategic and effective if they are. We
believe that going forward this sermon series Battle Plan will aid all of Mars Hill in
the following ways:

1 A clear template for each series so that there is not confusion, causing

branches and campuses who collaborate to have jurisdiction conflict.

1 A clear set of deadlines and deliverables for Campus Pastors (CP) so they
are able to better lead their local mission.
A quality control assurance across all campuses.
An assurance that we are not unnecessarily duplicating staff and projects.
A clear concept for future CP to consider as they contemplate whether or
not they want to be a MH CP.
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Part I 7 Guiding Principles for Preaching at
Mars Hill Church

For each new preaching series, whether preached by Pastor Mark Driscoll or by
the campus pastor teams and other approved elders (e.g. Jonah), a working
battle plan is needed for the entire series. This document is that battle plan.

Guiding Principle #1 i Elders Lead from the Pulpit

At Mars Hill the pulpit is used for preaching and teaching purposes, but it
is also used for much more, including evangelizing lost people and leading the
entire mission of our church. Subsequently, the most visible point of authority in

al | of Mars Hill iI's t he qgfouechucchsemices.of Godods

Because this is such a weighty task, the Scriptures indicate is an elder duty in 1

Timothy 5:17, wh i ¢ h Isetthe €lders iwho rule well be considered worthy of
doubl e honor, especially those Bebaosebfabor
the importance of this role, along with the authority it bestows on the preacher

and criticism it invites from others, as a general rule only Mars Hill elders who are
approved by Pastor Mark Driscoll are allowed to preach at a Mars Hill church

service. Any exception, (e.g. a guest such as Dr. D.A. Carson) must receive prior
approval from Pastor Mark Driscoll as he oversees the preaching and theology

branch of Mars Hill Church.

Guiding Principle #2 - Air War & Ground War

The air war is the Sunday pulpit and the preaching series that is tied to the
pulpit. At Mars Hill, we generally lead our ministry with the air war of the pulpit.
The ground war works in conjunction with the air war so that such things as
community groups, redemption groups, training classes, biblical counseling etc.
coordinates with the preached Word so as to be as effective and unified as
possible. Since most of the Community Groups are sermon-based it is imperative
that the CG branch and the P&T branch collaborate on every series. This
collaboration includes joint branded content online and Pastor Mark pushing CG
discussion points and family devotional points each week in the sermon.

Guiding Principle #3 - Attractional & Missional

An attractional series functions in large part to grow the church by
increasing Sunday attendance and web traffic. In this way, an attractional series
opens the front door to the church both online and on Sundays. Examples of
attractional series include the Song of Songs and Vintage Jesus.

A missional series functions in large part to connect people to the church
(e.g. membership, community groups, redemption groups, serving, etc.) to help
them mature in their faith and serve the mission of Mars Hill. Ideally, a missional
series follows an attractional series to connect the people who are drawn in by
the attractional series. Examples of missional series include Doctrine and 1-2
Timothy.
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Guiding Principle #4 - Strikes & Campaigns
Strikes are strategic sermon series intended to hit one big idea over the
course of a few months or less. Examples of a strike include Ruth and Jonah.
Campaigns are lengthy sermon series that are broken down into multiple
strikes lasting many months or even a year or more. The multiple strikes in a
campaign are, for example, breaking down a lengthy book of the Bible into
smaller mini-series dealing with focused issues as they appear in the book of the
Bible. Examples of campaigns include Genesis and Nehemiah.
Is this sermon series a strike or a campaign?

Guiding Principle #5717 Expository & Others

Preachersar e commanded to Fakbhougmtlme}Bible does ndMellr d , 0

us exactly how this should be done or demonstrate it with a transcript of the

model sermon. Therefore, how t oinfludese ach

many faithful options that | have used and will continue to use according to what

t

best serves the principle that | faithful

include expository preaching, textual preaching, and topical preaching.

Expository Preaching

Among those who hold the Bible in high regard as they ought, expository
preaching is increasingly popular. Expository preaching is simply going through a
book of the Bible verse by verse. While the Bible never commands or really even
illustrates this method, some practical reasons make it popular:

1. Because all Scripture is God-breathed and for our benefit, there is not

a page of Scripture that is not helpful to our faith, so we should
examine it all."

2. From church history we know that influential preachers such as Justin
Martyr preached expository sermons that went through books of the
Bible line by line.

It allows non-Christians and new Christians to follow along more easily
than if the preacher jumps around the Bible.

't doesndt alrtoavaid difficudt texisraedassulese

It helps teach the congregation to study the Bible for themselves.

It helps show the importance of context in Scripture.

It helps people to read and study along with the sermons each week.

It makes it easier for people to refer back to what they have learned in
Scripture.

9. It forces the authority to reside in the text and not the teacher.
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As a general rule, it is best to include preaching from all genres of biblical
literature in both the Old and New Testaments over the course of a preaching
ministry. Over the years, most Mars Hill preaching has been expositional and has
rotated between Old and New Testament books. As a general rule, it is wise for

the majority of a preacher 6s patherdoomats n g

as needed.
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Textual Preaching

Textual preaching falls between expositional and topical preaching. Textual
preaching is preaching on one section of Scripture from within a book of the Bible
without preaching the entire book, as is done with expository preaching. Some
practical reasons make this method popular:

1. It shows the consistency of Scripture by linking sections of Scripture
together as a thematic series.

2. It allows the preacher with a revolving church where people move in
and out a lot (e.g., college town, military town, major city) to hit central
truths every year so that new people are given a basic theological
framework through key sections of Scripture.

3. It allows the preacher to work in smaller chunks of four to eight weeks,
providing flexibility to deal with issues as they arise. This is especially
helpful if a church is adding new services and campuses and needs to
remain nimble to synchronize new preaching series with changes in
the church.

4. It allows the preacher to work around the Christian calendar with mini-
series on the incarnation around Christmas, crucifixion in the dark
winter months, and resurrection around Easter.

Examples of textual preaching would include such things as a series on
the Beatitudes from Matthew, fruit of the Spirit from Galatians, or a Christmas
series on the first two chapters of Luke.

Topical Preaching
The most common type of preaching in evangelicalism is topical preaching.
Topical preaching is using several texts from one or more books of the Bible or
biblical authors to speak on an issue. When this is done it is good to have the
verses on a handout and/or on PowerPoint so that people do not get lost trying to
keep up. While we do not have the full transcripts of the sermons preached in the
Bible, the portions we do have tend to show that topical teaching was common.
Some practical reasons this method are favorable include:
1. The ability to trace a theme through multiple books of the Bible,
showing the consistency of Scripture.
2. The ability to preach with multiple perspectives and avoid the common
error of reductionism, which is looking only at what one section of
Scripture says on an issue rather than at all that the Bible says on an
issue.
3. The ability to address most thoroughly questions and controversies
that arise.
4. The ability to select the most appropriate verses from Scripture on a
given topic.

Examples of topical preaching include a twelve-week series called Vintage
Jesus, which led to the book by the same name, and a twelve-week series on the



cross, which resulted in the book Death by Love. The danger of topical preaching

is that it is really easy for the preacher to bring his own ideas to the people

supported by a few passages. Topical preaching must always be expositional in

the sense that it proclaims the message of the Scripture. When it becomes a

pl ace for the preacherés good ideas, then it
As a general rule, it is best to have expository preaching be the majority of

preaching and use the other forms as needed. The worst thing a preacher can do

is become a legalist and only use one method of preaching as if that alone were

biblical.

Guiding Principle #6 7 Video & Live
At Mars Hill Church, Pastor Mark Driscoll preaches 40-42 Sundays a year
at the request of the Executive Elders (EE). The series he preaches are
approved in advance by the EE, and he also submits difficult doctrines and
issues he is preaching on to their counsel. On the days that Pastor Mark
preaches he is live in Ballard, and appears via video at the other Mars Hill
services and locations.
The Executive Elders have chosen to not have entire sections of a Bible
book that is preached by Pastor Mark preached by the Campus Pastors, for the
following reasons. One, it leaves gaps in the vodcast/podcast. Two, it leaves
holes in series that may later be utilized by campuses for Sundays and other
purposes. Three, each of Pastor Markoés ser mo
manuscript by Logos software and bundled with a searchable database that is
sold and also made available free of charge in the Mars Hill media library and so
completesetsar e needed. Four, each of Pastor Mar k
books based upon the sermons which necessitates complete series.
On the 10-12 Sundays a year Pastor Mark Driscoll is not preaching there
is live preaching at all Mars Hill campuses and services by an approved MH elder
or approved guest. Nonetheless, it is important for momentum and unity,
particularly considering that most of the Community Groups follow the sermon
series, to remain unified in our preaching while allowing some diversity when
Past or Mark is out. Therefore, the preaching
is as follows.

One Week Sermons

When Pastor Mark is out for only a week, in an effort to keep the
Community Groups on track and our promotions for the series in sync with the
pulpit, those preaching live should connect their sermon to the current sermon
series in one or more of the following ways:

1. When Pastor Mark is preaching along the storyline of a book of the Bible
verse by verse, it is preferable for campus pastors and other elders
preaching in the gap weeks of the series to preach across the storyline of
the book of the Bible Pastor Mark has been working in. Pastor Mark will
offer options for this kind of series to the campus pastors to consider. The
following would be examples:




a. Take a major character from the series to examine in greater detalil
in related Scriptures. An example would be tracing a Bible book
authoro i st ory to Il earn from his |ifebds b
secondary character from a Bible book like Barnabas that is
mentioned elsewhere in Scripture and tracing his biography in
Scripture.

b. Take a major image from the series to examine in greater detail. An
example would be the throne that appears through Revelation on
which Jesus sits.

c. Take a major theme from the series to examine in greater detail.

d. Take a key word from the book of the Bible being preached and
trace its usage.

Also acceptable for one-week sermons in the middle of a series Pastor Mark

is preaching are the following kinds of sermons:

2. Pick an issue that has arisen among your people as a result of the series,
note in the sermon that the series has raised the issue, and then use the
sermon to teach on that issue with a textual (focusing on a section of a
book of the Bible), or topical (pulling verses from various Bible books into
a systematic whole) sermon.

3. Anything else you get approval from Pastor Mark Driscoll on.

1-2 Peter Campus Pastor Suggestions

For the weeks that Pastor Mark is out during the course of the 1-2 Peter
series, the following sermons are offered as suggestions for Campus Pastor
consideration:

1. PETER-Pet er 6 s b ihisaguldabe doge by hitting highlights in his
life, or by tracing major snapshots in his life through one of the Gospels
and possibly also Acts

2. PETER & JESUS - Peter was one of the first disciples called; he always
stands first in the lists of disciples; he was also one of the three who
formed an inner circle round the Master (Mk. 5:37; 9:2; 14:33; cf. 13:3).
His impulsive devotion is frequently portrayed (cf. Mt. 14:28; Mk. 14:29;
Lk. 5:8; Jn. 21:7), and he acts as spokesman of the Twelve (Mt. 15:15;
18:21; Mk. 1:36f.; 8:29; 9:5; 10:28; 11:21; 14:29ff.; Lk. 5:5; 12:41). At the
crisis near Caesarea Philippi he is the representative of the whole band:
for the question is directed to them all (Mk. 8:27, 29), and all are included
in the look that accompanies the subsequent reprimand (8:33). On any
satisfactory interpretation of Mk. 9:1 the transfiguration is intimately related
to the apostolic confession which precedes it. The experience made a
lasting impression on Peter: 1 Pet. 5:1; 2 Pet. 1:16ff. are most naturally
interpreted of the transfiguration, and, for what they are worth, the
Apocalypse and Acts of Peter show that their authors associated the
preaching of this subject with Peter. In a measure, the disastrous boast of
Mar k 14:29ff. 1s also representative of t
protestations of loyalty are the loudest, so his rejection of the Lord is the




most explicit (Mk. 14:66ff.). He is, however, specially marked out by the
message of the resurrection (Mk. 16:7), and personally receives a
visitation of the risen Lord (Lk. 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5).

3. SLANDER T Peter uses 3 words to describe the kind of slander one
receives as a Christian by non-Christians who speak ill of them simply
because of their faith (4:14, 16). These three words are slander (3:16),
reviling (4:4), and mocking (4:14).

4. GOD6 S PEIOPeLtEer compares Goddés people in t
He speaks of I srael as o6cal |-&8M@lsand O6chos
41:8-9, 42:6, 43:20, 48:12). Likewise, he speaks of the church as chosen
(1 Peter 1:1, 2:9, 5:13) and called (1:15, 2:9, 2:21, 3:9, 5:10).

5. OTTHEMESiT Pet er speaks of Godés people as a
sprinkled by the blood of Jesus (1:2), wh
for worship (2:5).

6. OT CONNECTIONS i Peter quotes the OT throughout his epistles. 1
Peter 1:19, 2:21-24 works from Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (especially 53:7,10 and
53:12). Peter also quotes the OT in 1:16, 1:24, 2:6-8, 2:22, 3:10-12, 4:18,

5:5. He also has many OT allusions such as 1 Peter 1:2 echoes Exodus
24, 1:19 echoes Exodus 12, 1 Peter 2:3 echoes Psalm 34, and 1 Peter 2:9
echoes Exodus 19.

7. SUFFERING i Peter speaks of suffering as existing in many forms (1:6),
focusing us on God (2:19), a blessing if we suffer for good (3:8-13), means
of eternal joy (4:13), exaltation (5:6), and only temporary (5:10). Peter
uses suffering as a verb (2:19-21, 2:23, 3:14, 3:17-18, 4:1, 4:15, 4:19,

5:10) and a noun (1:11, 4:13, 5:1, 5:9).

8. TRIAL - The reaction of the new Christians to trial was grief (1:6; 2:19),
fear (3:6, 14), bewilderment (4:12) and anxiety (5:7). The dishonor they
suffered in their communities made them ashamed of their new faith
(4:16), and they were tempted to retaliate in order to regain their honor
(3:9; cf. 2:23). Some contemplated returning to their former lifestyle and
abandoning their faith in Christ (4:21 3; 1:14); this was the goal of their
adversary, the devil (5:819).

9. JUDGMENT i Peter exhorts Christians to live in light of the final judgment
which he speaks of repeatedly (2:23, 4:3-7, 4:16-19). Peter writes as one
who looks forward to the great unveiling in the last days, and he uses the
Greek root apocalypd ( 6r evel ationd) to describe the
reminds his readers that the unseen Christ is never far away, and points
them to the glories they will share when Christ is revealed. Their salvation
will be fully realized and they will enter into their full inheritance (1:5). Their

faith wildl be finally honored (1:7; 4:13)
di scovered (1:13). Christdés glory wil!/l b e
rewarded (5:4). T h e return 5 @ mdstecompalling of Chr i st

argument for holy living and careful stewardship now (4:77 11, 177 18).
10.GOD 1 God is often mentioned in 1 Peter, a full 39 times which is once

every 43 words! The only books of the NT that compare are 1 John (God

iIs mentioned once every 34 words) and Romans (God is mentioned once



every 46 words). God is spoken of by Peter as Trinity (1:1-2), the living
God (1:23), whose will is done (2:15, 3:17), who foreknows (1:2), is holy
(1:15), Father (1:17), redeemer (1:18-21), the judge (4:5), our Creator
(4:19), and gracious (5:10).

11.GRACE i the word appears 10 times in Peter and is a good study to trace
a theme throughout

12.CHURCHiT Pet er does not use the word 6é6chur ch

identifies the Christian community with the OT people of God. He sees the
Christian community as the true Israel of God and heir to the promises of
God. Believers have entered into the new covenant (1:2; cf. Exod: 24:1i 8)
and await their inheritance (1:4; cf. Deut. 15:4; Dan. 12:13). They are the
elect (1:1;c f . Deut. 4. 37; Ps. 105: 6) and o6stra
Gen. 23:4; Lev. 25:23), and are properly called by titles previously

ascribed to the people of God: O0chosen pe

priesthood, holy nation, :@®eomlug hofr 686odOds
translation; Exod. 19:6; Is. 43:201 21). Christian women are called

6daught er s b6)andtgpolahocdnndctd baptized believers

with Noah and others who were saved through the flood (3:207 21).

Believers were formenbw 6hey arpeodphedpba
Goddé (2:10; Hos. 2:23). They have been ch

new existence as the people of God has given them the social stigma of
being non-citizens and resident aliens (2:11; 1:1, 17). Although Elliott (A
Home for the Homeless) argues that the readers were non-citizens before
their conversion, Peter links their alien status with their election (1:1; 2:107

11). They are part of the O6dispersiond (1

separated from their true inheritance, which is kept in heaven for them

(1:4). Though rejected by their contemporaries, the Christians have a new
social identity which is in continuity with that of the OT people of God and
based on their new faithinGod. Pet er speaks of the church

temple (224-8) , Godds people (2:10), Godbs serv:;

:22-23, 4:17), and P&erHad ahightlegaa korthie5: 2 ) .
corporate nature of the people of God, entered into by the individual
believer at his or her new birth (2:21 5;cf. 1:22i23) . The church is
building, on the foundation of Christ himself (2:41 8), and as such it is the
inheritor of the blessings promised to Israel (2:97 10). Its twofold function is
to offer worship to God and witness before people (2:5, 9). Already in
Peterdos day the church had a corporate el
and sacred office (5:11 4), but also encouraged the development and use
of spiritual gifts by each member (4:107 11).

13.HOLY SPIRIT i Peter does not mention God the Spirit much, but he does
on a few occasions as the Spirit of Christ (1:11), who sanctifies us (1:2),
and inspires Scripture (1:11-12) and the encourager of Christians
undergoing persecution (4:14).

14.JESUS TEACHING 1 1 Peter often echoes Jesus teaching. 1 Peter 1:4
echoes Luke 12:23, 1:13 echoes Luke 12:35, 1:18 echoes Mark 10:45,
3:14 echoes Matt. 5:10



15.WORSHIP 1 1 Peter has a number of hymns that were sung in the early
church (1:3-5, 2:22-25, 3:18-22, 5:5-9)
16.EVANGELISM 1 Peter connects our lifestyle and conduct as part of our
missional evangelism in 2:12, 3:1, 3:15-16
17.HOPE i Peter speaks of hope in 1:3, 1:13, 1:21
18. GOVERNMENT i 1 Peter 2:13-17 speaks of how Christians should deal
with the secular state and to expand on this one could include Revelation
13:1-10, Mark 12:13-17, Romans 13:1-7
19.CALLING i 1 Peter speaks of God calling Christians to be holy (1:15), out
of darkness into light (2:9), follow Jesus example of not returning evil for
evi l (2:21), to bless those who persecut e
(5:10)
20.ACCUSATION i 1 Peter says that Christians will be accused of
wrongdoing (2:12), spoken of in ignorance (2:15), insults (3:9), malicious
and frightening threats (3:14, 3:16), personal abuse for not joining sinful
activity (4:4), and further insults for just following Jesus (4:14).
21.SHEPHERDS i 1 Peter 5:1-4 speaks of pastors as shepherds and
building on this theme would work well by investigating Ezekiel 34 and
John 10:11-18
22.THE CROSS i 1 Peter teaches that Jesus death shows Christians how to
walk with God (1:17-21), how to live in difficult situations (2:21-25), and
how victory over evil is assured (3:18-22)
23.JESUS CHRIST i Peter calls Jesus the living stone to build on (2:4-8),
Shepherd to follow (2:25, 5:4), and Lord to worship (3:15). Christ is
sinless, obedient and prepared to suffer to the limit. This is an example for
us (2:217 24). He died and rose again, so we must die to sin and live by
his risen power (2:24; 4:1). His work is described in terms of redemption
(2:181 19), reconciliation and being the sin offering and the substitute
(3:18), and he was predestined for this
(:2012 1) . He is also the foundation of God
of faith and hope, and inspiring to holiness and love (2:16; 1:217 22).
Christis the pre-existe nt one (1:20), who is Oreveal e
and whose Spirit spoke through the prophets (1:11). In describing the
activity of Christ, the author focuses on his sufferings and glories (1:11),
which include his redemptive suffering (2:24; 3:18), his resurrection from
the dead (1:3, 21; 3:18) and the proclamation (at his ascension) of his
victory and authority over all demonic forces (3:1971 20, 22; cf. 5:81 9; see
w. J. Dal t on, Christds Proclamation to th
Oabseentibs;, hvei l edd from sight until the t
does not speak of his O6coming6, parousi a)
far distant (1:7, 13; 4:7, 13; 5:4); Christ will bring both salvation and
reward for the believers (1:41 7; 5:4) and judgment for their oppressors
(4:5). Though Christ is not seen, faith a
which hides him (1:8). Believers have tasted his kindness (2:3, possibly a
reference to the eucharist) and have come to him (2:4); Christ in turn
brings them to God (3:18). It is through Christ that the worship of the

v
0
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community is acceptable to God (2:5). 1 Peter includes an extremely high
Christology. Jesus is both Christ and Lord (1:3), and in 3:15 Peter applies
the reference to YHWH (LXX kyrios ) i n | saiah 8: 13 to Chri c
hearts set apart Christ as Lord. o6 I n 2:6
28: 16 messianically; peopl edbs relationshi
destiny (so also Paul in Rom. 9:33). In verses 7i 8 he links this prophecy
with Isaiah 8:14 and Psalm 118:22. But the transcendent and authoritative
Christ also tenderly shepherds his sheep (2:25; 5:4) and has become their
guardian (2:25). The aut horodés description
OT imagery. Heiscal | ed o6t he ri ghteous (one)d (3:1:
suffering servant of Isaiah 53 (Is. 53:9, 7, 4 and 12, and 6a are echoed in
1Pet.222i25) he 6committed no sind (2:22). H
covenant through the sprinkling of his blood (1:2; cf. Exod. 24:3i 8), and
just as the paschal lamb was a ransom paid for the deliverance of Israel
from Egypt (1:18i 19; Exod. 12:5i 7), so his sacrifice redeems believers.
He became a sin offering who bears the sins of the people (2:24; Heb.
9:28; Lev. 16:15i 16).
24.JOY 1 Peter says we should rejoice in our trials (1 Peter 1:6), knowing that
God is using them to reveal Jesus to us and in us (1 Peter 1:8), and that
all of our life will in the end be used of God to glorify God (1 Peter 4:13).
25.SALVATION - The scopeandgoal of Godods i9p;dmeposes (1: 3
excitement of the prophets and eagerness of the angels to grasp this
wonderful plan (1:107 12); The costliness of our redemption (1:187 21); The
enduring natur e of i20pltepsvilegaocbbelongilgs ( 1: 2 2
t 0o G pedpde (2:47 10); The example of Jesus (2:22i 25); What Jesus
has done for us (3:18i 22); The confidence we can have in our Creator
and his faithfulness (4:17i 19); The certainty that God will triumph in the
end, and that his own will share the victory (5:101 11; cf. 1.7).
26PETEROGS MI-Nh&TRYare similarities with Pet
Acts, e.g. Acts 2:23/1 Pet. 1:20; Acts 2:31/1Pet. 1:11; Acts 2:34i1 35/1 Pet.
3:22; Acts 4:11/1 Pet. 2:7; Acts 4:12/1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 10:34/1 Pet. 1:17;
Acts 10:39/1 Pet. 2:24. These are the main places where ideas overlap,
and a detailed study of the passages will show many more words and
phrases in common.
27.SCRIPTURE - The authority of Scripture is stressed by the way Peter
appeals to the OT to support his teaching (e.g. 1:24i 25; 2:6i 8; 3:101 12;
4:18). Its source is seen to be in the guiding of the writers by the Holy
Spirit (1:11; cf. 2 Pet. 1:21) and its enduring quality is underlined by a
guotation from Is. 40:671 8 (1:2371 25). Scripture is also pictured as a seed,
by which the new birth is effected in human lives as people hear and
respond to the preaching of the gospel (cf. 1:23 with 25), and as the
means of Christian growth (i f 2:2 is tran
28. SOVEREIGNTY - The sovereignty and transcendence of God dominate
the theology of the epistle, and are important for its readers, who have
emerged from paganism and are undergoing persecution. God is the
faithful creator (4:19), the author of salvation-history (1:2, 20), the eternal
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one (implied in 1:25; 4:11; 5:10), the Almighty (4:11; 5:6, 11), and the God
of glory (4:11, 14; 5:10), who keeps for believers their final inheritance
(1:4), and who is judge of both the living and the dead (4:5; 1:17; 5:5b).
Yet despite this emphasis onisé@sod?od
keenly aware of his presence with his people. He is the source of their life
(1:3, 23) and guards them for their final salvation (1:5). His eyes are
constantly upon them and his ears are open to their petitions (3:12; Ps.
34:1271 16); he is invoked as their Father (1:17; cf. Matt. 6:9), who has
chosen them (1:2) and given them new birth according to his great mercy
(1:3). He supplies his grace for believers to serve one another (4:101 11).
His Spirit rests on those who suffer (4:14), and he gives grace to the
humble and the oppressed (5:5, 10). Christians are conscious of his
presence (2:19), and Christ, like a shepherd, leads them to God (3:18). In
their adversity, believers can be
Peter reminds his readers that the one whom they call Father is also their
impartial judge (1:17; 4:17), whom they should honor with reverential fear
(2:17; 2:17; 3:2). He is the holy one (1:1571 16; Lev. 19:2).

Campus Pastor Series

When Pastor Mark is out for more than one week, the preaching schedule

will show when Campus Pastors can choose for themselves a series to preach.
That series should be agreed upon across all campuses so that there can be

unified support given from the Preaching and Theology Branch for such things as

branding images, e-vites, viral marketing, press releases, promotions, etc. The
goal is for the Campus Pastors to have first class service from the P&T branch

for the series they are doing without pastor Mark so that there series can be well

supported. The Campus Pastors are welcome to choose an Expositional,
Topical, or Textual sermon series. And, when they agree they should notify

Pastor Mark and Pastor AJ so that support can begin to be organized for them.

Also, Pastor Mark is happy whenever possible to have significant research done
in advance for Campus Pastors to assist them in their preaching and is happy to

speak to them in person, email, or phone if he can help them prepare for their

sermons.
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Part Il T 1-2 Peter Preaching Schedule (rhis will be

made into a bookmark handed out with Trial Booklet)

Trial: 8 Withesses from 1-2 Peter

December 28, 2008 - Mark Gone Tim Smith Preaching @ Ballard
January 4, 2009 - Mark Gone Tim Smith Preaching @ Ballard

*note 1: for Trial, we will have a few minute meet your neighbor time before the

sermon intro video begins and the sermon starts

*note2: the dates | isted below that work well 1
neighbor, baby dedications, and baptisms are suggestions as they fit with the

sermon nicely, but not requirements. Ultimately, each CP can decide if they want

to do these things at their campus on these days with the exception of Easter

where we will do baptisms at every service on every campus.

Trial

January 11, 2009 1 Peter 1:1-2 Trial and Sin

January 18, 2009 1 Peter 1:3-9 Trial and Jesus

* this is a good week to push VJ from stage & blog & works for baptisms @ campuses
January 25, 2009 1 Peter 1:10-12 Trial and Scripture

* this week works well to push OT & NT books from stage & blog

Witness #1 i Temptation

February 1, 2009 1 Peter 1:13-21 Temptation from Sin

* this is a good week for folks to pray with one another after the sermon
February 8, 2009 1 Peter 1:22-2:3 Temptation from Hypocrisy
February 15, 2009 1 Peter 2:4-12 Temptation from Worldliness
* this is a good week for folks to pray with one another after the sermon

Witness #2 7 Submission

February 22, 2009 1 Peter 2:13-17 Submission to Godly Authority

March 1, 2009 i Mark Gone Tim Smith Preaching @ Ballard and CP or other

elder at other campusesi s ee Gui ding Principle #6 Video &
Week Sermonso for pulpit directives on this
March 8, 2009 1 Peter 2:18-25 Submission to Ungodly Authority

i Daylight Savings Time

* this is a good week for baptisms and to push Death By Love from the stage & the blog

Witness #3 1 Marriage
March 15, 2009 1 Peter 3:1-6 Marriage and Women
March 22, 2009 1 Peter 3:7 Marriage and Men

Witness #4 i Suffering
March 29, 2009 1 Peter 3:8-17 Suffering to Bless
April 5, 2009 1 Peter 3:18-22 Suffering to Learn
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April 12 1 Peter 1:3 Born Again

i Easter

i 25 minute sermon with salvation invitations & baptisms at each service
April 19, 2009 1 Peter 4:1-11 Suffering to Serve

* this is a good week for people to pray for one another
April 26, 2009 1 Peter 4:12-19 Suffering to Worship

Witness #5 1 _Humility
May 3, 2009 1 Peter 5:1-5 Humble Pastors

*this is a good week for each campus to introduce their elders & and candidates

May 10, 2009 1 Peter 5:5b Humble Mothers

1 Mothers Day
1 Short sermon (35-40 min.) leaving room for baby dedications @
campuses

May 17, 2009 1 Peter 5:6-14 Humble Christians

* this is a good week for folks to pray with one another after the sermon

May 24, 2009 i Mark Gone Tim Smith Preaching @ Ballard & CP or other elder

at othercampuses-see Gui ding Principle #6 Video & LI
Sermonso for pulpit directives on this week
i Monday May 25 Memorial Day

Witness # 6 1 Faith

May 31, 2009 2 Peter 1:1-4 Faith in Your New Birth

* this is a good week for baptisms

June 7, 2009 2 Peter 1:5-15 Faith in Your New Life

* this is a good week for folks to pray with one another after the sermon

Witness # 71 _Doctrine

June 14, 2009 2 Peter 1:16-21 Doctrine from True Teachers

*thisis a good weektopush A Book Youdl | ATF&NTHroni tye stRge and the n
blog

June 21, 2009 2 Peter 1:16-18 Doctrine from Dad

1 Fathers Day

1 Short sermon (35-40 minutes) leaving time for baby dedications

June 28, 2009 2 Peter 2:1-10a Doctrine from False Teachers (Part 1)

July 51 Mark Gone Bubba Preaching at Ballard & CP or other elder @ other
campuses-see Guiding Principle #6 Video & Live
for pulpit directives on this week

i Independence Day weekend

July 12, 2009 2 Peter 2:10b-22 Doctrine from False Teachers (Part 2)

Witness # 8 i Perseverance

July 19, 2009 2 Peter 3:1-7 Perseverance Until Judgment

July 26, 2009 2 Peter 3:8-10 Perseverance Until Jesus Returns

* this is a good week for folks to pray with one another after the sermon

August 2, 2009 2 Peter 3:11-13 Perseverance Until the New Creation
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August 9, 2009 2 Peter 3:14-18 Perseverance Until God is Finished With You
* this is a good week for folks to pray with one another after the sermon

4 Week Strike When Mark is Gone

Mark Gone, Bill Clem preaching all services for 4 weeks at Ballard, CP or other
elder @ other campuses.

Note: My recommendation is to do the DDL (the Preaching and Theology Branch
will need to meet with Bill to rename this something catchy for a book title) with
one segment each of the four weeks. This would allow the CP to work this
content into the core DNA of their church. And, it would allow Bill Clem to preach
it at Ballard where we could capture it in audio/video form for ongoing training

and also have him publish all of this content at a book with Re:Lit and use
portions of the sermons for viral marketing. | am going to confirm this with the CP
in early January but unless you hear otherwise plan on this happening.

August 16, 2009 i Mark Gone - see Guiding Principle #6 Video & Live under
AOne Week Sermonso for pulpit direct.i
August 23, 2009 i Mark Gone - see Guiding Principle #6 Video & Live under
AOne Week Sermonso for pulpit direct.i
August 30, 2009 i Mark Gone - see Guiding Principle #6 Video & Live under
AOne Week Sermonso for pulpit direct.i
September 6, 2009 i Mark Gone - see Guiding Principle #6 Video & Live under
AOne Week Sermonso for pulpit direct.i
1 Monday September 7, 2009 Labor Day

September 13,200971 Mar k starts a new series,
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Part Ill T Sermon Series Architecting
Questions

Deadlines
1. When will the sermon series plan be released internally? November 27”‘,
2008
2. When does initial marketing begin? December 15", 2008
a. Posters up in campuses by 21°

b. Bookl et in Print®rsé hands by the 15
c. Booklet posted online by 22"
d. Booklet passed out at campuses on Jan. 4th
3. When does the series page debut online? December 22nd
4. When does the sermon series begin? January 11, 2009
Preaching Pastor(s) Questions
1. What is the primary text(s) for the series? 1-2 Peter
2. Who is/are the primary preacher(s)? Pastor Mark Driscoll
3. What are the purposes for the series? Bring attention to multiple areas of
|l ife that may not be in | ine with Godos w
4. |s this an attractional or missional sermon series? Missional
5. How is this series/message unique? This series is a housecleaning
exercise for each persondés | ife by direct
toward a Trial vernacular.
6. How long is the series? 28 weeks
7. When will the series begin and end? January 11" i August 9th
8. What is the exact preaching layout for the series including Scripture
sections, breaks and preaching pastor lists by Campus and Service
(attached as an appendix)? See Part Il of the Battle Plan for details
9. Will the Campus Pastors and other elders be preaching all or part of this
series and if so what research can be done to supplement their study?
See Part | for <@Qettbaitles €ampaisalPlaystm Sugc¢
Theming

1. What is the title? Trial

2. What is the subtitle? 8 Life Witnesses from 1-2 Peter

3. What is the big idea for the sermon series? We will be building off of court
imagery that life is a trial, withnesses are brought in to testify to our faith
and its genuineness. This court imagery builds off the following themes in
Petersd epistles:

Principle #1 i Our life is a trial
1 1 Peter 1:7 you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested
genuineness of your faithd more precious than gold that perishes though
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it is tested by fired may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes
upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you.

1 2 Peter 2:9 the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials

Principle#21 We ar e to Il ive in |Iight of Godds judg!
1 1 Peter 1:17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially
according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout
the time of your exil eé
1 1 Peter 4:5¢é they will give account to him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead.

Principle #3 1 Like Jesus we are to live in worship to God and witness to others.
1 1 Peter 2:23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who
judges justly.

Principle #4 1 Trial in life is a purposeful opportunity for our sanctification,
worship,andwi t ness to Goddéds glory and our joy.
1 1 Peter 1:2 in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ
1 1 Peter 1:6-7 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary,
you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of
your faithd more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by
fired may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation
of Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds
and glorify God on the day of visitation.
1 1 Peter 3:15-16 in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame.
1 1 Peter 5:10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
1 1 Peter 1:6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary,
you have been grieved by various trial sé
1 1 Peter 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do
not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
i nexpressible and filled with gloryé
1 1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.
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Staging
1. What is the stage design for the series? St y|l ed after nA1l2

AThe Maltese Falconodo the stage wil
blacks and hints of color will be utilized. The back wall will be floor to
ceiling wood or a brown curtain. The LED may also be utilized to project a

Angry
| ook

film grain image with etched plexi-g!| ass t o provide | ayers.

displayed on a piece of etched plexi-glass.
Will any props or additional items be used to image brand messages in
the series on the stage Sundays? The TV will be mounted to look like a

witness box, the cross wil/l be varni shed
on the desk. The pul pit wildl be repl aced

including the old green-shaded desk lamp.

Graphics

1.

2.

What is the imaging/branding for the series? Detective novel inspired

Awitnesseso in profile and sil houette. I

What Global templates need to be branded by P&T (e.g. Evites, handouts,
posters, window treatments, banners etc.)? The Trial Study guide that
includes articles, Dinner Table guide, CG questions, Dinnertime Bible
Study, Bookmark Preaching Schedule.

What campus specific templates need to be branded by P&T and built for
Campuses to pay for and have printed or made up (e.g. Evites, handouts,
posters, banners, etc.) 1 image for each Witness for campus weeklies.
PDFs of posters, Welcome slides fo
image will be used for each week that Pastor Mark is out of the pulpit to
keep the theme consistent across all MHC campuses. Door Knockers and
Movie Posterswi | | be designed and posted
the TRIAL Preview page. Also included will be vector files for the TRIAL
logo window decals.

In-Sermon Multimedia

1.

Will videos, photos, slides, statistics be needed to support each sermon?
If so, which sermons? These will be decided week by week. There will be
some slides used, much like in Peasant Princess, and will be
communicated to Patrick Sunday AM.

Will text messaging be a part of the series? Yes, for select weeks. Week 9
Marriage & Women (March 15™) Grace will be on stage with Pastor Mark
fielding SMS questions. (In an effort to keep this feature fresh, we will take
a break from Live SMS Q&A. Another alternative is to have the Campus
Pastor wives on stage to hit certain weeks. This will be discussed between
Pastor Mark and the Campus Pastors.
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Branding
1. What is the visual graphic for the entire series? The word Trial and the set

design are the only static visual graphics. The Film Noir, 1940s detective
novels are the static visual theme.

2. What is the weekly graphic for the church bulletin? The weekly graphic will
change with the 8 life witnesses throughout the series.

Global Distribution on a MHC.org Main Page

1. Personal study i recommended resources such as books and links

2. Family devotions i directives for family devotional times with children
including dinner discussion questions and an intro video explaining the
concept

3. Sermon Based Community groups T series introduction, discussion
guestions to be included in the sermon, guiding introductory video for the
CITY and the CG page.

Internal Distribution at a Secondary Location
1. Redemption groups i informing group leaders of topics in the book which
will result in encouraging people into the groups
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2. Supplemental classes at campuses 1 suggestions for Campus Pastors
regarding ways to work off the sermon series

3. 1.1 counseling i a list of texts and weeks that counseling issues may
arise, including after service prayer

4. Sermon notes for the campus weeklies

5. Research briefs for campus pastors on weeks Pastor Mark is not
preaching to supplement their sermon preparation should be sent to the
CP and posted on The City in the CP group

6. The entire sermon series plan should be distributed to the entire staff and
eldership with permission to give it to anyone in MH they desire (e.g. CG
leaders, worship leaders, etc.)

Promotions
1. What marketing can be done to promote the series and who is responsible
for executing on it (e.g. Press releases, postcards, Evites, mass mailings,
radio, tv, print ads, posters in campuses, window treatments, banners on
campuses, etc.)?
a. lan Sanderson writes Press Release by January 4. A We ar e

putting peopleds |ives on Tri al at MHC
b. Text based evites express a Warrant or Summons type situation,
Ayoudve been summoned to appear i n the

c. Mailers will not be globally utilized though they will be designed for
each campus or Community Group to use as budget allows

d. Door knockers will be designed for campus or personal printing

e. Multi-sized Posters for download and printing

f. Computer Desktop Background

2. How can the main MH site be used for the series? Weekly Promos,
Recent Sermon, Clips, Media Library enhancements to the Collection
Preview Pages.

3. What weekly commercials on the MH site can keep the series promoted?
Weekly Promos from Pastor Mark and 9 total video animations visualizing
the overarching Trial theme and then each of the 8 life witnesses.

4. What viral marketing channels can be utilized to promote the series (e.g.
Youtube, Facebook, t-shirts, bumperstickers, Itunes etc.)? At this time
there is no plan to utilize new marketing channels specifically for this
series.

5. What blogging will accompany the series, who will do it, and where will it
be posted? Pastor Mark will write blog posts for the MH Blog covering the
big idea each week.

6. What marketing can be done to promote the series and who is responsible
for executing on it (e.g. Press releases, postcards, Evites, mass mailings,
radio, tv, print ads, posters in campuses, window treatments, banners on
campuses, etc.)?

Graphics packs for campuses to print, the sermon series book will be a
great piece to engage people, evites will be on the new series page,
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window treatments, posters in campuses, door hangers will be made for
campuses to print. These will all be completed by Patrick.

7. How can the main MH site be used for the series?
Anthony is working on a new series page that will exist in the media
library.

Use the front page to show weekly commercials.

8. What weekly commercials on the MH site can keep the series promoted?
Weekly previews of the next sermon.

A longer video preview for each new witness.

9. What viral marketing channels can be utilized to promote the series (e.g.
Youtube, Facebook, myspace, t-shirts, bumperstickers, Itunes etc.)?
This series will be used to bolster the wide social network we already
have. This is a missional sermon series, and it should be used to solidify
our social media network as well as our congregation.

Mike is working with Dustin to build a small volunteer team to increase
interaction on facebook and twitter.

10. What blogging will accompany the series, who will do it, and where will it
be posted?

We should do a blog post for each of the 9 withesses that can be used to
drive traffic from the Resurgence to Mars Hill. Weekly blog post on
blog.marshillchurch.org that gives notes and resources for further study.

Expansion

1. What supplementary blogging needs to accompany the sermon series
content from week to week?

Ideally there would be a blog post each week with notes on the sermon
and links to resources.

2. What are the online distribution channels for the series?

The Mars Hill app is getting an upgrade by adding a series preview page.
This will be significant in generating usage of the media library. Clips will
be placed in the media library, Facebook, and Youtube.

3. Will the series be transcribed?

The details are still in the works to get a contract with Logos to do this.

4. Will the series be published as a book?

Possibly i no plans at this time.

5. What are the online distribution channels for the series? We will utilize the
usual distribution channels i Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, iTunes etc. We
are |l ooking into GodTudeeléashing@gwandsa t e as
new technology for video, flash based streaming.

6. Will the series be published as a book? Possibly, but this is not planned
presently.
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Additional Support

1. What additional training needs to be done for church leaders in
conjunction with the series? Campus, Community Group and Worship
Pastors will be hosted by P&T to go over all of the materials and vision for
the series the week before we launch. P&T is looking into setting up a time
for Pastor Mark to cast vision during and EE meeting as well as an Al
Staff Meeting.

2. What additional conferences, books, or other resources could support the
series? None at this time.

Campus Services
1. How can the worship music serve the series? At the close of the entire
series we must have a celebratory, up-beat set to close on an up note.

PR/Media Opportunities (These questions will be brainstormed with lan
Sanderson and the PR team at a later date)
1. What possible media stories could the series generate for press releases?
2. What possible media attention positive and negative could the series
generate?
3. What can be done in advance to head off potential negative reactions to
the series?

Additional Thoughts or Ideas
1. What else can be done to help get the word out for the series to attract
people to each specific campus? P&T would love to get feedback from
Campus Pastors and their staff regarding this question. Please send any
ideas you have to aj@marshillchurch.org.
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Part IVT 1-2 Peter Book Published in House

Article 17 Article on Peter by Pastor Mark

Article 21 Article on 1-2 Peter by Pastor Mark

Article 31 For Further Study Box by Pastor Mark

Article 417 Why to Join & How to Join Community Groups by Pastor Brad
Article 57 Community Group Questions by Pastor Brad

Article 6 1T Why and How of Family Bible Study by Pastor Mark

Article 7 1 Family Bible Study Questions by Pastor Mark

Article 81 1-2 Peter Preaching Schedule

= =4 =448 _-9_45_4_-°

Article 17 Article on Peter by Pastor Mark

Trial in the Life of Peter

Peter.

He is arguably the easiest person to identify with in the Bible. No one in all

of Scripture is as volatile and impulsive as Peter (cf. Matt. 14:28; Mark 14:29;
Luke 5:8; John 21:7). On his worst days, he bossed Jesus around and denied
even knowing him. On his best days, he wrote two books of the Bible and,
according to church history, was crucified upside down at his own request

because he did not believe he was worthy of dying as Jesus did.

Peterodos | ife was filled wit hrythingfroml s. Aft e
cowardice in the gospels to racism in Acts,
change, showing that by Godods -changinge anyone ¢cC
servant of Jesus. In Peter, we see a normal disciple. Someone who really loves
Jesus. Someone who really sins. Someone with whom God is patient as he
grows and matures through his sin to love Jesus more and sin less. Perhaps this
is why Jesus appointed him as the leader of the disciples as an example for all
Christians. His imperfections are endearing and his progress is encouraging.

Peterds shadow | ooms over much of the New
the twelve apostles (Matt. 10:2i 4; Mark 3:161 19; Luke 6:131 16; Acts 1:13), Peter
is always mentioned first because he is their recognized leader after Jesus. As
their leader, Peter also acts as spokesman for the Twelve (Matt. 15:15; 18:21;

Mark 1:361 37; 8:29; 9:5; 10:28; 11:21; 14:29ff.; Luke 5:5; 12:41).

His fatherés name was Jonah ( Matt. 16: 17)
1:30), and in his missionary days of evangelism and church planting his wife
accompanied him (1 Cor. 9:5). The fourth Gospel gives Bethsaida, a largely
Greek city, as his place of birth (John 1:44), but he also had a home in
Capernaum in Galilee (Mark 1:21ff.). Both places were lakeside, where he
worked as a fisherman, and in both there would be frequent contact with
Gentiles. He spoke Aramaic with a strong accent (Mark 14:70), and knew Greek
as his second language, as was common in that day. It is also likely that Peter
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wasi nfl uenced by John the Baptistds ministry
Andrew was a disciple of John (John 1:39ff.).

Peter and Jesus

Peter was first introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew (John 1:41). Peter was

later called to be a follower of Jesus (Mark 1:16), and was eventually called to be

among Jesusod twelve disciples (Mark 3:16ff.)
along with James and John, who formed an inner circle around Jesus (Mark

5:37; 9:2; 14:33; cf. 13:3). This privileged access allowed Peter to be present

with Jesus as much as anyone during his earthly ministry, including being an

eyewitness to milestone events in world history. One such example is the day

that Peter saw the transfiguration of Jesus (Mark 9:2i 13). His experience in the

inner circle was so significant in the life of Peter that he refers back to it as proof

of the validity of his teaching about Jesus (1 Pet. 5:1; 2 Pet. 1:16).

It was as Jesusd disciple that Simon rece
Kepha( i Ce p hwehd &c)h, means fArocko or fAstoned (1 Co
usually appearing in the New Testament in the Greek form Petros. According to
John 1:42, Jesus conferred this title (not known as a personal name previously)
at their first mestigmati dohmnd&s iBsmaln Peter . ¢

calls him ASimono until 3:16, and fAPetero al
Warren Wiersbe says, APeter was a man wi't
times in the New Testament, heliegd &&l Imod 06Si

Peter. 6 Perhaps the two names suggest a Chri
(Simon) that is prone to fail, and a new nature (Peter) that can give victory. As

Simon, he was only another human piece of clay; but Jesus Christ made a rock

outofhi ! o

Jesusd® Commi ssion of Pet er
Matthew 16:1611 9 records Jesusd6 commi ssion of Pet er

Si mon Peter replied [to Jesus], AYou are
God. 0 And Jesus answered hi monaiiBok essed ar
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in

heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my

church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. | will give you the

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in

heaven. o

This section is one of the most debated passages of the entire New Testament
and in some regards a dividing line between Protestant and Catholic opinions of
the papacy.

Among Christians, there is still no unanimity in interpreting the passage.
From early times two main interpretations have been held, with many variations.
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The first opinion is that the rock is Pet
Christ. Thiswould me an t hat either Peterdés faith or tl
that Jesus is the Christ is in fact the Aroc
interpretation. For example, the early churc
every disci pl eforg ihthi€hew the function offtie @posties
(including Peter, who is nicknamed At he rock

to have faith in Jesus as the Christ and declare that fact openly as the rock on
which Christianity is founded. Echoing this interpretation is Ephesians 2:20,
whi ch says t h atiltonh theefoundatior of the apostlesfand
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cor
The second opinion is that the rock is Peter himself. This is found almost
as early as the other view as it is spoken of by the church father Tertullian. Its
strength lies in the fact that Matthew 16:19 is in the singular, and must be
addressed directly to Peter, even if, like Origen, we go on to say that to have
Peterds f aith aaned Pweitretruwes fdikse ytsa oh
The words to Peter about the Akeys of the
with Matthew 23:13. There, Jesus said that the Pharisees had shut the door to
the kingdom for people. Conversely, it would therefore make sense that Peter, in
recognizing Jesus as the Son who is over the house and who holds the keys (cf.
Rev. 1:18; 3:7; 21:25), finds them delivered to him (cf. Isa. 22:22) to open the
kingdom. The fAbinding and | oosingo here is a
elsewhere is assigned to all the apostles, showing that the authority Peter
enjoyed was not his alone (cf. Matt. 18:18).
A final point worth mentioning is that ev
commission of Peter is believed, the view does not endorse or even infer the
subsequent teaching of the Roman Catholic Church. Building upon this
interpretation, the Catholic Church teaches that the Roman bishops are the
successors of Peter and that in every generation the Catholic Church and pope
essentially hold the keys to the kingdom.

Peter in the Apostolic Church

The Bible records that following his resurrection from death, Jesus personally
appeared to Peter (Luke 24: 34, 1 Cor . 15:5) .

gospel reveals that in a painfully earnest moment following Pet er 6 s deni al o
Jesus and Jesusd r esur r-eommissions Pdtertom deat h, Je
pastor al mini stry and the responsibility to

The book of Acts, which records the work of the Holy Spirit in the early
church, shows that Peter is the leader of the early church prior to Pentecost (Acts
1:15ff.). Afterwards, he is the principal preacher (2:14ff.; 3:12ff.), the spokesman
before the Jewish authorities (4:8ff.), and the president in the administration of
discipline (5:3ff.). Though the church as a whole made a deep impression on the
community, it was to Peter in particular that supernatural powers were attributed
(5:15) . I n Samaria, the churchés first missi
exercised (8:14ff.).
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Significantly, he is the first apostle to be associated with the Gentile
mission, and is such by unmistakably providential means, as God forces Peter to
extend gospel grace to non-Jews (10:1ff.; cf. 15:7ff.). This immediately brings
criticism upon Peter (11:2ff.), and not for the last time. Galatians 2:11 gives us a
glimpse of Peter at Antioch, the first church with a significant ex-pagan element,
sharing table-fellowship with the Gentile converts, and then meeting a barrage of
Jewish-Christian opposition, in the face of which he withdraws. In short, Peter
acted like a hypocrite by preaching about the grace of God and then refusing to
share it with non-Jewish Gentile Christians. As was his tendency, Peter did come
to repentance and supported the full inclusion of Gentiles into Christianity without
being burdened by Jewish custom and culture.
As evidence of his repentance, Peter readily recognized his mission to
Jews and Paul 6s to Gentiles as part of the s
Jerusalem Council, Peter is recorded as the first to urge the full acceptance of
the Gentiles on faith alone without additional Jewish customs such as
circumcision (Acts 15:7ff.).
Peterdos career after the death of Stephen
references to him in Joppa, Caesarea, and elsewhere suggest that he undertook

mi ssionary work in Palestine (with Jesuso br
leadership in Jerusalem). He was imprisoned in Jerusalem, and on his
mi racul ous escape he |l eft for nadewifyher pl ace

this place are hopeless. We know that he went to Antioch (Gal. 2:11ff.); he may

have gone to Corinth, though probably not for long (1 Cor. 1:12). He is closely

associated with Christians in Northern Asia Minor (1 Pet. 1:1), and possibly the

prohibit i on on Paul 6s entry into Bithynia (Acts
was at work there. Peterds residence i n Rome
insufficient grounds. First Peter was almost certainly written from there because

he call s i tPet.b:B3R. FigstlPetar shows signs of being written just

before the Neronian persecution, and 1 Clement 5 implies that, like Paul, he died

in this outburst."” Concerning the death of Peter, Bible commentator Karen Jobes

writes: ATher e ihathevapostle Badel died in Rome imihe nyid-

60s during the reign of Emperor Nero. o

Peter the Author

While some critics argue that Peter is not the author of the letters bearing his
name, the evidence against such critics is more than sufficient. They are prone to
argue that he could not have written the letter based on Acts 4:13, which says
that Peter was not formally educated. However, this charge is not credible for five
reasons.
First, Peter is described in A&Rofts 4: 13 as
Greek in which the letter is written is said to be too good for a Galilean fisherman
to have used. Also, quotations in 1 and 2 Peter are taken from the Septuagint,
the Greek version of the Old Testament, rather than the Hebrew version. The
styleis,however, not so fieducatedo as some woul d
places it is much more the language of ordinary people. There is evidence that in
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Peterds ti me, Greek, as wel | as Aramaic, was
fisherman living in Capernaum on one of the great trade routes, he would have

had to speak Greek regularly. The fact that
Greek one suggests that from boyhood Peter grew up with this language. Some

thirty yearsd wor k of ev anhmteodntaisesianand t eac hi n
increasing proportion of Gentiles would have made him more fluent in Greek and

prepared to quote the Septuagint. Furthermore, the charge in Acts 4:13 comes

from Peterds critics and may not in fact be
exemplified by the advertising that accompanies every modern-day election.

Furthermore, even if Peter was not formally educated, it does not logically
follow that he lacked the intelligence to pen the letter. As an example, Bill Gates
was not formally educated in college but nonetheless has succeeded because of
his intellect. I n Peterodés day, his first | an
which the letter was originally written) was probably his second language, and
that fact alone is indicative that he was intelligent.

Second, 1 P e t BySilvahus,laZaithfubbyother asi regard him,
| have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of
God. Stand firm in it.o While t lvausevasi s a que
the courier or co-author of the letter, it is certainly possibly that Peter had writing
and editing assistance. In addition, Silvanus was seemingly a very capable man
as he is noted as a senior leader in the early church (Acts 15:22) and a prophet
of God (Acts 15:32).

Third, the internal evidence of both 1 and 2 Peter emphatically states that
Peter is the author of Dboth |l etters. Fir
apostle of Jesus Christ.o In 1 Peter 5:1 h
awitnessoft he suf ferings of Christ. o Second Pete
Peter, a servant and apoPdelrlkl6id§saydefthess Chr i st
aut horés presence at the earthly ministry of

st F
t he

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you

the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses

of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the

Fat her, and the voice was borne to him by
beloved Son, withwh o m | am wel | pl eased, 6 we our se
voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.

As well as this direct evidence that Peter the apostle was the author, the letter
frequently alludes to the life and teaching of Jesus, which Peter was present to
witness. Subsequently, the verdict of F. H.
so much of the”" spirit of Jesus. o0
Fourth, from the language of 1 Peter 4:141 16, some have built a case to
suggest that the letter was written at a time when the very fact of being a
Christian was a crime, and this is known not to have been the case until long
after Peterds deat h. Piettheweves is that Ghtistm@snt i n 1 F
must take care to live an innocent life so that if they are falsely accused, such
slander will be without foundation. The book of Acts reveals that from the earliest
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days, misunderstanding, personal prejudices, and rejection of the gospel could

lead to persecution because of the name of Christ (e.g., 13:50; 14:5, 19; 16:191

24;17:5, 13; 18:12113; 19:2312 9 ) . Il n fact, Peterds own word
was speaking only about individual and not state-sponsored persecution of

Christians (1 Pet. 2:131 14). The relationship between the church and the

authorities indicated in the letter is basically the same as in Acts, which also

precedes the horrendous and murderous persecution that was inflicted upon

Christians in the time of Nero some years later.

Fifth, 2 Peter 3:1 reveals that the author of 2 Peter is in fact the same
per son who wrThigissnowitheRexdne letter that | am writing to you,
b e | o vDespite dome scholarly doubt concerning the authorship of 2 Peter,
David H. Wheaton writes:

The writer | eaves us in no doubt on the n
Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Chr
of Transfiguration with Jesus (1:167 18) where only Peter, James and John

were with him (Mk. 9:21 12). He had written on a previous occasion to the

recipients of this letter (3:1) and is on familiar terms with them (3:1, 8, 14,

17). Furthermore, he calls Paul fdfour dear
of writing he was expecting to die quite soon (1:14)."

Furthermore, the early church consistently recognized Peter as the author of the

two letters bearing his name. This includes Polycarp, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and

Clement of Alexandria, among others. Simply, 1 and 2 Peter were penned by

Peter. D. A. Carson calls Peter Achtemeieros
commentary in Englishat t he exegeti cal l evel 0 and fAa ma
s ¢ h o | a' Thimsj the gréatest technical commentator on 1 and 2 Peter

c o n c | uTHeersjprity iof the evidence, both external and internal, would

appear to support the traditional view that Petertheapost |l e wrofe this | e
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Article 21 Article on 1 and 2 Peter by Pastor Mark

Trial: Nine Life Witnesses from 1 and 2 Peter

AThis epistle of Peter is one of the grandes
true, pure gospel. For Peter . . . inculcates the true doctrine of faithd how Christ

has been given to us, who t adk ®artinduthary our sin
Peterodos two |l etters are a mere 166 verses. N

keen wisdom from a seasoned pastor about how
of the person and work of Jesus, who also suffered unjustly.

As the opening lines of 1 Peter indicate, he is writing to a multi-campus
church scattered over a wide ge®oguaphic regi

Gal ati a, Cappadoci avereldcatedan,modem-day Burkeyhy ni a o
Bi ble commentator Karevastaleetes says, fAThi s
approximately 129,000 square miles. . . . (As a comparison, the state of

California covers abolShegbésdnt®sdy) square miles

The residents practiced many religions, spoke several languages, and
were never really assimilated into the Greco-Roman culture. . . . And yet
this untamed region became the cradle of Christianity. . . . We may
surmise that, in no small part because of this letter and the faithfulness of
those who received it, well-established churches flourished in all five of
these regions by AD 180. Their bishops attended the great councils of the
second through the fourth centuries, where the doctrines were forged that
Christians hold dear yet today.”

Where and when were 1 and 2 Peter written?

In1Peter5:13Pet er says he is writing from ABabyl o
reference to the local church in Babylon, but it is unlikely that Peter would have
gone to the former capital of Nebuchadnezzar

Peterods time it warsin (alfillieglsainhsl14:23y In Ravdlaton i t e d
16: 19 and 17:5, ABabylond is used as a crypt
4:10 and Philemon 24 (most likely written in Rome) show that Mark was there
with Paul.
In 2 Timothy 4:11, Mark is in Asia Minor, and Paul sends for him to come,
most probably to Rome. The fact that neither Peter nor Paul mentions the other
in the list of those sending greetings from Rome merely suggests that they were
not together at the time of writing their letters. All this points to the theory that
Peter was writing from Rome, which is supported by the evidence of Tertullian™
and Eusebius.™
Regarding when 1 and 2 Peter were written, a date in the reign of Nero
(AD54i6 8) would seem best. Since Peter makes n
martyrdom, which is thought to have taken place during the outburst of
persecution in Rome in 64, the letter was probably written before then (see also 1
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Peter 2:13). Links with other writings are thought to suggest a date after 60. So
far as we can draw any conclusions from the evidence, the letters were probably
written c. 631 64.

Why were 1 and 2 Peter written?

The churches and Christians who received Pet

tremendously honored and encouraged at the willingness of such a noteworthy

Christian leader to take the time, although he had never even met them, to speak

into their life with practical pastoral affection. Also, the fact that Peter took the

time to pen not one but two letters indicates that there were serious concerns

that had escalated to the point of urgency.
The original audience of 1 Peter was a suffering audience. What was the

nature of this suffering? Jobes writes, AVir

persecutions referred to in 1 Peter to be sporadic, personal, and unorganized

social ostracism of Christians with varying intensity, probably reinforced at the

l ocal |l evel by the increasing suspicions of
Bible commentator Peter Achtemeier agrees that the persecution in 1

Peter is

due more to unofficial harassment than to official policy, more local than
regional, and more at the initiation of the general populace as the result of
a reaction against the lifestyle of the Christians than at the initiation of
Roman officials because of some general policy of seeking out and
punishing Christians. That does not rule out the possibility that
persecutions occurred over large areas of the empire; they surely did, but
they were spasmodic and broke out at different times in different places,
the result of the flare-up of local hatreds rather than because Roman
officials were engaged in the regular discharge of official policy.™

Peterds underlying concern was about what
diversity, and religious pluralism. Subsequently, the letters, although a few
thousand years old, are incredibly timely to our current culture in which Christians
are welcome to love Jesus so long as they agree that other religions and
spiritualities are equally valid, do nothing to discourage others from patronizing
their spiritualities and religions by speaking against them or evangelizing people,
and are willing to actively participate as requested with practitioners of other
religions and spiritualities so as to be loving, tolerant, and non-judgmental in the
eyes of the world. One wonders if they also had an ancient great-grandmother of
Oprah on their televisions in Bithynia.
Christianity spread to the region where F
those converted to Jesus at the Pentecost holiday recorded in Acts 2:9 returned
to their hometowns. Following regeneration by God the Holy Spirit, their minds,
desires, and actions changed, which made them unpopular with mainstream
culture. They would have looked to Peter as something of a spiritual father
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because the first converts from their area who brought the message of Jesus
were converted under Peterds evangelistic se

The unpopularity of Christians was in large part due to the fact that their
moral conduct had changed. The Christians were no longer willing to eat too
much, drink too much, party sinfully, or engage in sex outside of marriage (1 Pet.
4:17 4). Those who had known them and enjoyed sinning with them prior to their
conversion to Jesus considered their life change negatively. The drinking buddies
who lost their wingmen and the boyfriends who got dumped by their live-in
girlfriends who moved out to walk with Jesus were not pleased with the influence
Christianity was having on their friends because it was upsetting their own life.

The unpopularity of Christians was also due to the fact that their devotion
to Jesus above everyone and everything else caused them to be viewed as
subversive people overturning long-held familial and cultural norms. Simply, once
people became Christians, their lifestyle changed and they stopped worshiping
the gods of their empire, city, trade guild, or family.

In that day, paying religious homage to the gods and goddesses of the
nation was akin to waving a flag or saying the pledge of allegiance in our cultural
context. So, when the Christians refused to participate in any religious homage,
worship, or devotion to the state gods, they were seen as unpatriotic.

Cities had their own gods and goddesses who were honored in various
city-wide events and considered a unifying aspect of culture that brought people
together. So, when Christians refused to be involved in any city-wide events that
included honoring gods and goddesses other than Jesus Christ, they were seen
as bad neighbors.

Various professions were held together by trade guilds, akin to our unions,
that included meetings with religious rites and ceremonies dedicated to various
gods and goddesses. So, when Christians refused to participate in any religious
aspects of their trade guild, they were considered unprofessional. They were
likely even demoted or terminated from their job, suffering financial loss for their
unyielding devotion to Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, families were held together in large part by religious
traditions that included holiday parties and meals dedicated to various gods and
goddesses who were honored by the family at both home and temple events. So,
when Christians refused to participate in these kinds of holiday events, they were
considered disrespectful to their families.

How does 1 and 2 Peter relate to us today?

The truth is that the people in that day were not generally loyally devoted to their
gods and goddesses. Rather, the gods and goddesses were simply part of the
cultural tradition. This would be akin to the spiritual customs and traditions in our
own day that have some vague spiritual connection. To help illustrate this point, |
will use some examples from my own pastoral experience.
One woman was raised in a family that celebrated Halloween as a major
holiday, complete with her parents6é home bei
skeletons, spider webs, and more. The entire family would gather at the home
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dressed up as witches, warlocks, and the like to hand out candy to the
neighborhood children. They also set up a false graveyard and a small haunted
house in which they showed fake murders and other things intended to frighten
children. Upon her conversion, the woman (who was by this time a mother with
her own young children) refused to dress up like a witch, dress her daughter up
like a witch, and participate with her extended family in their annual Halloween
celebration. As a result, her family regularly criticized her, exerting pressure on
her to coexist with the rest of the family by violating her Christian conscience.

A man who was baptized as an infant in a very dead church that was as
likely to preach the gospel as a man is to get pregnant, grew up as a non-
Christian whose family virtually never entered church other than for weddings
and funerals. Later in life, he was saved and grew quickly as a Bible-believing
Christian. He married a godly woman and God blessed them with a healthy,
beautiful baby boy. His non-Christian parents pressured him to have the baby
baptized in the church they never attended as a sort of superstitious rite; they
wrongly believed that by baptizing the baby he would automatically go to heaven
if he died as an infant. The man lovingly tried to explain to his parents that he
would do no such thing because it was not his church and he did not share their
beliefs. Eventually, the entire extended family formed something of an alliance
against him as each of them had had
church even though none of them was living as a Christian. He lovingly and
graciously held his ground but was in many ways ostracized by his entire family
and his deeply hurt parents even threatened to cut him out of his inheritance for
dishonoring them.

The threat that Peter responds to is one that we face in our own day. That
threat is that Christians will fold under trial, as Peter often did until God put some
steel in his spine. Se clodeed, alfwhodedirdty live
a godly Ilife in Christ Jesus wi |l bnigdife-
threatening, or even life-taking. This degree of persecution broke out a few years
after Peter penned his letters, when the madman Emperor Nero burned
Christians alive as torches for his parties, threw them into the arena to be killed
by gladiators and eaten by lions, and killed their pastors including Paul and
Peter. I n this way, Peterds referenc
literal warning of impending persecution. Still, the kind of persecution faced by
Christians is more frequently the kind that 1 and 2 Peter address.

In a word, the Christians were marginalized as weirdos. They were
weirdos who loved Jesus so much that they lived their life and viewed their faith
in a way that made them holy, or different, than other people. Because they
would not get drunk, sleep around, or practice other religions and spiritualitiesd
or even endorse such things by their approvald they were viewed by everyone
else as basically just plain weird, and way too serious about Jesus.

Subsequently, they suffered shame, discrimination, mockery, half-truths,
lies, vicious rumors, slander, harassment, abuse, economic persecution,
rejection, and mob violence on occasion, although such persecution was not yet
state sponsored. Basically, Christians stepped out to live with, for, like, and to
Jesus. In response, the world pushed back and tried to get them to go back in
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the closet with a private faith that did not affect their external life and role in the

greater culture. Thus, and this pointisvitaltoacor r ect under standing o
letters, they were suffering not because of their sin but rather because of their

faithful devotion to Jesus.

However, they were wavering in their devotion. Like so many college
students who weary of being mocked by their professors for being Bible-believing
Christians, husbands who are mocked for not looking at porn or partying with
their buddies, wives who forego a professional career to stay at home and be a
wife and mother, singles who are the butt of jokes at the office for waiting until
marriage to have sex, and net surfers who <ca
negative news story about their faith and church, their resolve was tried. They
responded in one of four ways.

One, some were enticed by the limp-wristed liberal route of compromise.
They wanted to cut outd or at least explain awayd the parts of the Bible that they
were being criticized for holding fast to. In our day, this would be most typified by
the mainline liberal Christian denominations with pastors who endorse all
religions and spiritualities under the oversight of unsaved bishops who appreciate
their tolerance, pluralism, and minds so open that their brains fall out. This is one
of the central issues contended with in 2 Peter.

Two, some were compelled to privatize their faith. Sure, in private they
would pray to and worship Jesus. But in public they would shut their mouths and
keep their faith to themselves so as to not be considered the weirdo for Jesus on
the block, possibly even putting a rainbow triangle sticker on their camel in an
effort to be considered normal and left alone.

Three, some were considering junking their faith altogether. They were
tired of being the butt of jokes in the press and on the late-night talk shows and
wearied of being the Jesus freaks. Why? Because most people simply do not like
being the oddball, misfit, and outcastd especially those who are young and want
to be cool and those who are old with privileged social positions to uphold.

Four, still others were attracted to the fighting posture of fundamentalism.
They were preparing to separate from the culture, set up their own subculture,
defend themselves, and talk trash about the non-Christians who were criticizing
them, all in the name of a culture war.

What role does trial play in Christian faith?

With a steady hand, the now-seasoned Pastor Peter penned Spirit-inspired wise

counsel . His big idea was that Christians ar
world that is not their home. Subsequently, their life is filled with trial. God uses

trial for much good in us, for us, and through us. In particular, Peter gives us four

guiding principles for Christian trial:

Principle #1 7 Our life is a trial.
T AYou have been gtrialseso that theliestedwgenuineoeass
of your faithd more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by
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fired may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation

of Jesus Chriigt. o (1 Pet. 1: 6
1T ABel oved, do not evydrialsvbenipaomes gpdnyautto t he f i
test you, as though something strange wer
4:12)
T AThe Lord knows how ttalsrestRBePehe Bof)y f
Principle#2i1 We ar e to |l ive in light of Godds judg!
T AAnd i f you cal | jodgesimpantallgaccofdiagttcheeach wh o

one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your
e xi |11®et.d:17)

T AThey will gi ve acc o yuddethe lvingrandthewh o 1 s r e a
d e a dl.Pet. 4(5)

Principle #3 1 Like Jesus we are to live in worship to God and witness to others
in the midst of trial.
1 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.0 1 (

Pet. 2:23)
Principle #4 1 Trial in life is a purposeful opportunity for our sanctification,
worship, and witness to Godds glory and our
1 A. . sanctificationdhfe t he Spirit, for obddience t
Pet. 1:2)

1 fn this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have
been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your
faithd more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fired
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you
do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
i nexpressible and fili8ed with glory. o (1
1 "nKeep your conduct among the Gentiles hon
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify
God on the da{Petf21)i sitation. o
T Aln your hearts honor Christ the Lord as
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is
in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience,
so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ may be (1fett3:15i6) shame. 0
1 A B wejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also
rejopiceand be gl ad when h{l®Petdgll3dry i s reveal ec

T A"And after you have suffered a |ittle whi
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you.o0 (1 Pet. 5
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1T AHis divine power has granted to us all t
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory
and excelPeehldde. 0 (

T ABut grow in the grace and knowl edge of o
Christ. To him be the glory both2now and
Pet. 3:18)

In summary, trials come to all Christians. Trials come without warning.
Trials do not necessarlycomeone at a time, and someti mes i
war on every front for the simple reason that we are. Trials can repeat, which
means that just because youdbve | ived through

Trials range in severity and duration from the momentary annoyance to lifelong
anguish.

Sstill, as Peter will show us, every trial
Goddéds hand. Thus, i f we embrace trials as an
do result in his glory and our good. Furthermore, each trial that we face is a
witness to the genuineness of our faith, to reassure us that God has saved us,
and reveal to others the difference that salvation makes.

As a final point , Peterds own words serve
exhortation, whichisthepur pose of this entire seéries. [ n
have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of
God. Stand firm in it.o
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Article 31 For Further Study (Box in Handout) by Pastor Mark

Technical Commentaries
1 Peter Achtemeier, 1 Peter (421 pages)
1 Karen Jobes 1 Peter (384 pages)
1 Richard Bauckham, Jude, 2 Peter (377 pages)

Non-technical Commentaries
1 1 Howard Marshall 1 Peter (184 pages)
1 Edmund Clowney 1 Peter (234 pages)
1 Wayne Grudem 1 Peter (239 pages)
1 Thomas Schreiner 1-2 Peter, Jude (400 pages)

Simple Bible Study Guides

1 1 Peter: A Navpress Bible Study - The Lifechange Series (144 pages)

1 2 Peter and Jude - The Lifechange Series (144 pages)
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Article 417 Community Groups by Pastor Brad

What is a Community Group?

Community Groups (CG) are small gatherings of people (Christian and non) that
meet regularly for friendship, accountability, study and prayer, laughter, and
occasionally tears. CG are an essential expression of the mission of Mars Hill
Church where we learn more about Jesus and life together. CG are the place
where we wrestle with the truths of the Bible and encourage one another toward
the life that God intends for us.

Each CG is unique, as it reflects the neighborhood in which it exists and people
who attend. However, you can expect a weekly gathering in a residence that
involves food, conversation, prayer, discussion for applying the Bible to practical
living, and service in the neighborhood. At the heart of each CG is the desire to
see an authentic community marked by love for Jesus, one another, and their
neighborhood.

Why should | join a Community Group?

The God of the Bible is a Trinitarian God who is one and three persons Father,
Son and Spirit. God has made us in his image which means we are made for
community and friendship. And, when we are not living in community we suffer
because life in a sinful world is too complex and tempting to journey alone.
Therefore, CG are a place where we can live in relationship with one another
through the ups and downs of life.

How do | get connected to a Community Group?

The easiest may to get connected is to stop by the kiosk before or after the
service you attend at your Mars Hill Church campus. The volunteers will
personally walk you through the process and connect you to a group. That will
include joining fAiThe Cityo which 1is
already on AThe Cityo, you can click
group under t hwisa greartimeforioa to begin th participate in
the community of Mars Hill and we are glad to welcome you.

Article 51 Community Group Questions by Pastor Brad
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Witness #1 i Trial
January 11, 2009 1 Peter 1:1-2 Trial and Sin

Big idea: Peter writes this letter to believers scattered throughout modern day Turkey
reminding them that they belong to God. Their faith and their circumstances are
intentional and have a purpose even in the midst of trial. By remembering we belong to
a loving and sovereign God allows us to find peace and purpose in every circumstance;
giving us strength to press onward toward sanctification and obedience to Jesus.

Dinner provocation:
What does it mean to be citizens of the Kingdom of God?

Understanding the text:

Who is the original audience for Peterés Letter?
What does it mean to be the elect?

Verse 1 calls them elect exiles (ESV- sometimes translated strangers or aliens), what

does it mean to be an exile or an alien?

What does verse 2 say about the purpose of our election?

How do the persons of the Trinity participate in this purpose?

Read exodus 24: 1-8, what is the significance of sprinkling with blood?

Bringing it Home:

I n what ways are we | i ke Peterds original audienc
How does idea of being an alien, a citizen of a different kingdom, resonate and how does

it feel abstract?

How does our identity shape our interpretation of our circumstances?

Where have you become too at home in this world?

How do those things compete with the purpose of our election?

How does election express the love and compassion of God?

I n what ways do you feel encouraged to respond to

January 18, 2009 1 Peter 1:3-9 Trial and Jesus

Big Idea: Despite our circumstances, we have confidence in Jesus, and our inheritance
of eternal life through him, that eclipses the temporal trials of life. In fact, these trials
serve as a purification of faith that results in the glorification of Jesus.

Dinner provocation:
What is our inheritance?

Understanding the text:

What is the living hope we are born in to? Why is the resurrection so significant with
regard to our hope in Jesus?

How does Peter describe our inheritance?

What is the significance of the words, imperishable, undefiled and unfading?

What is different about the way Peter uses the term salvation in this passage?

To what does Peter attribute the purpose of trials in our life?

How does our tested faith result in glory and honor?

What is the connection between faith, joy and salvation?

Bringing it Home:

What does it look like for hope to transform the way you live?

I n the midst of trial are you more apt to desire
faitho?

How have you seen your faith tested and Christ glorified through trials in your life?
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How do express your love for Jesus?
How is the inexpressible joy of verse 8 manifested in your life?
What things in your life, or issues of identity, subdue that joy?

January 25, 2009 1 Peter 1:10-12 Trial and Scripture

Big Idea: As Peter continues to encourage believers in the midst of trial he reminds us
that the Scriptures were written in anticipation of the coming Christ, but we have seen the
scriptures fulfilled in Jesus. Therefore, we should be that much more encouraged and
resolute in the promises of God.

Dinner Provocation:
How does our perspective in redemptive history affect our faith?

Understanding the Text:

What does Peter mean by the figrace that was to be
What were the prophets trying to discern?

Who was the author of their writings?

What is meant by the idea that they were serving us and not themselves?

Explain the good news that has been revealed to you by the Holy Spirit.

Bringing it Home:

What are the implications that we have been given more grace then the prophets?

What is the significance that angels long to look into the things announced to you?

How have you been served by the writers of the Bible?

In the midst of trial, where do you look first for comfort?

How does understanding the scriptures give you hope during suffering?

Describe a time when you have gone to scripture for comfort in the middle of a trial and

found peace in God?

How i s Godds character reflected in the gift of S

Witness #2 i Temptation
February 1, 2009 1 Peter 1:13-21 Temptation from Sin

Big Idea: In light of God& gift of revelation, we are called to turn away from sin and
temptation and live holy lives of obedience. We can do this because of the death and
resurrection of Jesus that gives life to our faith and hope.

Dinner Provocation:
What does it mean to fear God?

Understanding the Text:

Recap what t he diekthisgafemifigdoc e 6 i n t hi
Why should we fear God?

What are the futile ways of inheritance?

Why did Jesus humble himself and come into human history?

How have we been spared from eternal judgment?

What was the cost of our salvation?

Bringing it Home:

What are you setting your hope on that is not Jesus?

Why does Peter balancemihe fdeaaofi dsetandgbgong
mi nd® do

What are the passions of your former ignorance?

How does our sin reflect the true objects of our hope?

How does your life reflect or not reflect a healthy fear of God?
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What does it look like to live a holy life? What are the obstacles that you face?

Describe the futile ways of salvation that God has ransomed you from?

How does that affect your compassion for those in
What would your life look like if it were a testimony to your gratitude for salvation?

February 8, 2009 1 Peter 1:22-2:3 Temptation from Hypocrisy

Big Idea: Through the new birth in Christ we are called to love one another as a
testimony to the love and grace of God. When we fail to live this way our lives preach a
false gospel.

Dinner Provocation:
How does our treatment of one another reflect our faith in Christ?

Understanding the Text:

Why does Peter tie obedience with purification of our souls?

What is the expected outworking of that obedience?

What does John 17 tell us about the purpose for loving one another?

What is the imperishable seed through which we have been born?

What is the connection between the proclaimed word and living out our faith in
community?

How does abiding in the word of God help us to love one another?

What is hypocrisy?

What is the implication of a life filled with 1 Pet 2:1?

Read Psalm 34. What is implied by the question at the end of this passage?

Bringing it Home:

How has your faith in Jesus changed the way you relate to people?

What gospel are you preaching with your relationships today?

What opportunities do we have to love one another as a community?

How is hypocrisy a temptation?

Where are you holding on to bitterness despite the gospel?

What issues of hypocrisy do we need to deal with as a community?

What are the things that you long for in your life?

How can we encourage one another to a renewed longing for spiritual milk?

February 15, 2009 1 Peter 2:4-12 Temptation from Worldliness

Big Idea: As a believer, you have been chosen by God to be set apart as a holy
priesthood to reflect His glory. As such we are challenged to rise to the level of our
calling by resisting the temptation of worldliness that seeks to defile our reputation and
the gospel.

Dinner Provocation:
What does it mean to be Al Pving stones of a spiri

Understanding the Text:

What is a corner stone?

What is the function of the priesthood?

How do we expect people to react to the truth of the gospel?

What does it meant that Jesus would be stumbling block?

What titles are we given in verse 9, and what is the significance of each?
Why is important to maintain a good reputation with unbelievers?

Bringing it Home:
In what ways are you surprised by the lofty designs for your life?
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Does it bother you that Jesus would be stumbling block for people? Explain.

What darkness has Christ called you out of? What does the light look like in your life?
Who were you before you received His mercy?

What are the passions of the flesh that wage war with your soul?

How does your identity help or hinder your battle against these things?

Why does worldliness have such a damaging effect on our reputation with nonbelievers?
What is your reputation with nonbelievers in you life?

What is our reputation with nonbelievers as a community?

Witness #3 7 Submission
February 22, 2009 1 Peter 2:13-17 Submission to Godly Authority

Bigldea:Pet er expl ains how this |iving as Godds peopl
calls us to submit to authority and live as servants of God.

Dinner Provocation:
What is the place for government and its authority in the story of God?

Understanding the Text:

Revisit the previous passages, what was Peter calling us to in those verses?

How does he apply living as Godés people to civil
What is the expectation of governing authorities?

What is the product of doing good and submission to authority?

How are expected to use our freedom?

How is verse 17 slightly subversive with regard to honoring the emperor?

How does it put God in his right place of authority?

Bringing it Home:

How is our response to authority a reflection on our faith?

What or who has authority over you?

What is your attitude toward people in authority?

What are some ways that we can do good in our neighborhood as a community?
How can our freedom be used to cover up evil?

When is it appropriate to disobey civil authority?

How does Peters commands to submit challenge your view of authority?

March 1, 20097 Mark Gonei see Gui ding Principle #6 Video & Live u
for pulpit directives on this week

Bigidea: A maj or theme in Peterds letters is the real.
how that informs our lives and our faith.

Dinner provocation:
What does it mean that God is Sovereign?

Understanding the text:

Look up passages that speak to Gods Sovereignty: (1 Pet.1:2,4,20 1:25; 4:11; 5:10.)

What do these passages indicate about Gods Sovereignty?

Look up passages that indicate Gods presence: (1 Pet. 1:3, 5, 17, 23, 3:12, Ps 34:12-16)

What do these passages igmyPcate about Godbés Sover

Bringing it Home:

How do the passages above work together to give you a picture of Sovereignty?

Which of these verses challenge your idea of what Sovereignty is?

What is comforting to you about Godds Sovereignty
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What do these scripture revealaboutGod 6s character and compassion?
How do you attempt to exert your own sovereignty in your life?

What doubts do you have about God keep you from resting in his sovereignty?

What truths from Scripture help you to put those doubts to death?

March 8, 2009 1 Peter 2:18-25 Submission to Ungodly Authority
Daylight Savings Time

Big Idea: How should we respond to ungodly authority? Jesus provides our example and
gives us inspiration to endure hardship.

Dinner Provocation:
What credit is it if you endure a beating for a sin you committed?

Understanding the Text:

How does addressing submission to unjust masters give Peters audience perspective?
What is the difference between suffering unjustly and suffering for sins we commit?
Why does God call some into this type of suffering?

How did Jesus respond to unjust authority?

Why did Jesus respond in this way?

How did Jesusd death change our relationship with
Why did Jesus have to suffer unjustly and die on the cross?

Bringing it Home:

Where in your life are you subject to authority that is unjust?

How does our reaction to authority preach the gospel?

What does it look like for you to entrust yourself to God in the midst of unjust treatment?
What does it snemm?to fidie to

Where in your life do you need to entrust your life to Jesus and die to sin?

How has Jesus healed you by His wounds?

Describe how Jesus is your Shepherd and Overseer.

Witness #4 1 Marriage
March 15, 2009 1 Peter 3:1-6 Marriage and Women

Big Idea: This week we will focus on the spirit of the wife toward her husband and its
ability to preach the gospel.

Dinner Provocation:
What is the purpose of submission in marriage?

Understanding the Text:

Whoés husband shoul d a wsigniecant?e subject ? Why is th
What is one of the goals of wives submitting to their husbands?

How are foolish husbands best won over to righteousness?

What is the difference between internal and external adornment?

What was Sarah asked to do that called her to submit to Abraham?

What would have been frightening to Sarah?

Bringing it Home:

Why does this statement by Peter stir up so much controversy in our culture?
What are the distortions about headship and submission that pervert it?

How have you seen conduct have a greater effect then words?
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What is a quiet and gentle spirit?

How is this idea counter cultural in our world today?

In what way is submission to ones husband an internal adornment?

What do you spend more time on adorning, internal or external?

How is your fear subdued by obedience to God or heightened by disobedience?

March 22, 2009 1 Peter 3:7 Marriage and Men

Big Idea: Marriage is reflection of our understanding of the gospel. As such, husbands
have a responsibility to love and honor their wives in response to the gospel and the sake
of their ministry.

Dinner Provocation:
How does a husband go about understanding his wife?

Understanding the Text:

What are the responsibilities of the husband toward his wife?

What does it mean that the woman is a weaker vessel?

Think through the idea of being heirs of the grace of life?

How does this passage support the idea that men and women are equal but different?

What effect does a mandés behavior and attitude ha

Bringing it Home:

Husbands: where do you need to grow in your understanding of your wife?

How does your behavior preach the gospel to your wife and others?

What does showing honor to your wife look like?

How does your answer to that question differ fron
What does it look liket o tr eat your spouse as an fiheir with vy
How does your attitude and behavior affect your prayer life and ministry?

How does the way you treat your wife reveal your relationship with Jesus?

Witness #5 i Suffering
March 29, 2009 1 Peter 3:8-17 Suffering to Bless

Bigldea: 't i s better to do Godédés will and suffer the]
so let us be prepared to suffer well, in community, for the sake of Christ, through which
we will receiveb| essi ngéeven i f not in this world.

Dinner Discussion:
How can suffering be a blessing?

Understanding the Text:

Discuss how we are called to live in community?

Why does peter contrast repaying evil with evil and blessing?

How have we been called to such a counter cultural idea of response to evil?
What is the relationship of doing good and suffering?

Who receives blessing from suffering for righteousness?

How are we to use the truth of the gospel in dealing with suffering for Jesus?
Why is it important to suffer well when suffering for the sake of righteousness?

Application;

Give an example of when you had to suffer for the sake of righteousness?
What are the temptations you face when you are suffering for righteousness?
What are the consequences if you give in to those temptations?
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What does it look like to repay evil with blessing?
Do you tend to desire good days and the face of the lord or revenge when hurt by others?

How have used the truth that is not in | ine with
Howdoyoupract i cal ly fiset apart Christ as Lordo in you
What is the difference between shaming someone and letting your behavior put them to
shame?
When have you received blessing through suffering?
April 5, 2009 1 Peter 3:18-22 Suffering to Learn
Big Idea: Jesus suffered that we might be brought to God and receive new life. As we
suffer for righteousness we can find strength in the truth that Jesus did the same and was
victorious over evil.
Dinner Discussion:
How does the Resurrection affect our confidence in the face of suffering?
Understanding the Text:
What was the result of Jesusd suffering?
What does Peter mean by us being put to death in flesh and made alive in the Spirit?
What is the significance of Jesus proclaiming to the spirits?
Why does Peter draw a similarity between Noah and baptism in this passage?
What does it mean that Jesus is at the right hand of God?
Who and what is now subject to Jesus? What are the implications of this?
Application:
In what tangible ways have you put your flesh to death and been made alive in the Spirit?
Read Romans 6:2-4 : how does our baptism connect wus with

How does the victory of Jesus encourage you in your faith?
What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to you personally?
How does your life testify to the fact that Jesus is on the Throne?
What other things compete for space on that throne in your life?
How does the image of verse 22 inspire your worship of Jesus?

April 12 1 Peter 1:3 Born Again

Big idea: We have been born again into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus.
This week we celebrate Christodéds victory over sin
through Him.

Dinner Discussion:
What does it mean to be born again?

Understanding the text:

What does verse 3 indicate as the cause of being born again?

Read John 3:1-21: What does Jesus tell Nicodemus about being born again?
Read John 11:17-27: what does Jesus say about the resurrection?

Application:

What is your reaction to the idea that God caused you to be born again?

Why do you think Nicodemus had such a hard time understanding the idea of being born
again?

What hang-ups do you share with Nicodemus?

What is the hope that we have in Jesus through his resurrection?

How would you describe a Aliving hopeo?
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How is your life marked by this kind of hope?
April 19, 2009 1 Peter 4:1-11 Suffering to Serve

Big Idea: Suffering against the temptations of the flesh offers us an opportunity to think
of others and serve them with the gift given us from God.

Dinner Discussion:
How does love cover a multitude of sins?

Understanding the Text:

How has Jesus provided us an example of suffering in the flesh?

What is our temptation as Christians with regard to our old ways of living?

How will those that malign you be held accountable for their actions?

What comfort is verse 6 for those who never see reward in this life for righteous living?
What does it mean that love covers a multitude of sins?

How should our understanding of the gospel inform our conviction about community?
Why does God give us spiritual gifts?

Application;

What does it mean to suffer in the flesh like Jesus?

What things in culture do you need to reject that will set you apart among your friends?
How can you reject those things in loving way to your friendswhod oné6t know Jesus?
What does living for the will of God look like in your life?

What worldly behavior do you need to repent of today?

Are you self controlled and sober minded?

Why does Peter command us to love one another?

Is community optional for Christians?

How is God glorified through our service for one another?

How does that hospitality preach the gospel that we believe?

Where are you serving your brothers and sisters in Christ?

Where do we need to repent our apathy toward hospitality toward one another?

April 26, 2009 1 Peter 4:12-19 Suffering to Worship

Big Idea: Suffering for the sake of the gospel allows us to share in the suffering of Jesus
and leads us to worship and glorify Him.

Dinner Discussion:
Can we rejoice in suffering if it inspires us toward worship?

Understanding the Text:

Why does Peter tell his audience not be surprised?

Why can we rejoice and worship in the midst of suffering?

What is the difference between suffering for good and suffering because of sin?
What will be the judgment for those who do not obey the gospel?

What does it mean to entrust your soul to the faithful Creator?

What does this passage reveal about the nature of God?

Application:

How do your expectations prepare you for suffering well?

Are you willing to suffer so that Jesus could be glorified?

How did Peter himself fail this trial when Jesus was being imprisoned?

How does shame play into your suffering?

How are you tempted look at suffering as a result of sin and call it suffering for Jesus?
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What makes that particularly wicked?

How does your life reflect or not reflect the imminence of judgment?
Do you see God as trustworthy and faithful? Explain.

What would it look like to entrust your soul to God?

Witness #6 1 Humility
May 3, 2009 1 Peter 5:1-5 Humble Pastors

Big Idea: In light of the suffering and trials of life in store for the Christian, Peter exhorts
the elders and leaders of the church to shepherd with a spirit of humility.

Dinner Discussion:
Why is humility paramount in the for the character of a leader?

Understanding the Text:

What credential does Peter lend to his exhortation?

What does Peter call the elders to do?

What does he expect the motivation for their shepherding to be?
What are the possible distorted motives for leadership?

What is the reward for elders who lead as examples for the flock?
How is the flock to respond to the leaderships of the elders?

At whom is our humility to be pointed toward?

What are the consequences for being proud?

Application:

How do you think elders join in the suffering of Christ like Peter in verse 1?
Why is character as or more important for leadership than aptitude?

What are the temptations that leaders must overcome?

What are the implications that God has set up the leadership of the church?
What does it mean for you to subject yourself to the elders?

Why is this important for the health of the church?

How can we clothe ourselves in humility toward one another?

How have we failed in this and where do we need to repent?

When have you seen Gods grace for humility or his opposition to the proud?

May 10, 2009 1 Peter 5:5b Humble Mothers

Big Idea: Mothers have a unique opportunity to influence their children as well as their
husbands. A mother who clothes herself in humility pours grace on her family and
preaches the gospel to generations. Give thanks to God for a mother who loves the Lord
and clothes herself in humility.

Dinner Discussion:
What are the marks of a godly Mother?

Understanding the Text:

What are the particular challenges that moms face that test their humility?
Why is her work often unrecognized?

How does a mom show love to her family?

What does humility look like for a mom?

Application;

Why is it so important for moms to walk in humility?

How has your mother shaped your attitude in relationships?
For women: How does your attitude affect your husband?
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How does your attitude affect your children?
What does it look like to abide in Jesus during the heat of hard day?
How does your reliance of Scripture affect your attitude in the home?
Who has been a humble mother in the faith to you?
What can you do to show them your appreciation for their love of Jesus?

Mothers Day
Short sermon (35-40 minutes) leaving room for baby dedications @ campuses

May 17, 2009 1 Peter 5:6-14 Humble Christians

Big Idea: Humility is powerful weapon in the war against sin and satan. Resist his
schemes and rest in the assurance that we will be restored by Christ in the end.

Dinner Discussion:
How does humility protect us from the schemes of satan?

Understanding the Text:

What should be our state of mind as Christians toward life?

How does verse 6 give us a picture of our position before God?
What give the devil opportunity to devour?

How do we resist the devil and his schemes?

What is the reward at the end of a life of obedience and humility?
What does Peter say is the true grace of God?

What would be the cultural equivalent of the greeting with a kiss?

Application:

What does it look like to be sober minded and watchful in your life?

Why is it hard for you to be obedient to Peters command to humble yourself?

Where in your life are you struggling with pride and anxiety?

Can you give an example of casting your anxieties on Jesus?

What effect comes from minimizing the danger of satan and his schemes?

Where do you need to be more active in resisting him?

How has your hope in being called into his eternal glory affected your daily life?

How has this book given you strength to stand firm in the true grace of God?

How has Gododés character been revealed to you thro

May 24, 20097 Mark Gone-s ee Gui ding Principle #6 Video & Live ul
for pulpit directives on this week

Big idea: As we look back at the trialsandtheencour agement to | ive as God
the midst of them, lets us consider the role of the church in the call to righteousness.

Dinner Discussion:
How is our identity in Christ related to our corporate identity as a church?

Understanding the text:

In what ways does Peter describe his audience (the church) in his first letter?

What makes up their corporate identity?

What are the implications of -8he Gddid<x hp
Godds servants (2: 21l 76odéaadf &mdbyg (Loe
Are the admonishment toward holiness directed individually or corporately in this letter?

o &

epl
(

Application:
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Do you tend to see your faith in personal terms or corporate terms?

What is the disadvantage of seeing yourself only in personal terms?

How do you participate with other believers in being the temple of God?
How does God use our community to in the process of sanctification?
What is your responsibility to others in our community?

How has the community helped you in your walk with Jesus?

What can we do to develop a stronger sense of corporate identity in Jesus?

Monday May 25 Memorial Day

Witness # 7 1 Faith
May 31, 2009 2 Peter 1:1-4 Faith in Your New Birth

Big Idea: Through faith and new birth we have been given everything we need to live
lives that glorify Jesus.

Dinner Discussion:
What does one need to live a life that glorifies God?

Understanding the Text:

How has the setting changed from the book of 1 Peter?

Who is peter writing to and why?

How does someone obtain a faith in equal standing with an apostle like Peter?
What is the medium through which grace and peace are found?

What are the things we have been granted for life and godliness?

What are the great promises we have been granted?

What does it mean to partake in the divine nature?

Application:

What do you think of the idea that you can have the same level of faith as Peter?
Where do you go to seek grace and peace? How is that different from verse 2?
If we have been granted all we need for godliness why do you we still sin?

How are the gifts and promises made manifest in your life?

How is your ability to take hold of the promises of God related to our faith?

What corruption have you escaped through the resurrection of Jesus?

How will you pursue faith to obtain the promises of God?

June 7, 2009 2 Peter 1:5-15 Faith in Your New Life

Big Idea: Peter, fully aware of his imminent death is consumed with reminding us to
continue to press onward and grow in our faith so that we can be assured of our election.

Dinner Discussion:
What does it mean to grow in your faith?

Understanding the Text:

For what reason do we make every effort supplement our faith?

Discuss the supplements to our faith and give practical examples of each.

Why does Peter culminate with brotherly affection?

What are the consequences for neglecting and promise for practicing these qualities?

What is the condition of the man who does not grow in his faith?

How does Peters intentions implicate how we should encourage one another?

What is Peterds focus and desire as he faces hi

Application:
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How are you seeking growth in your relationship with Jesus?

How are we seeking growth in our faith as a community?

What does it look like for our faith to work itself out in brotherly affection?

Are there any of these qualities that you are not practicing?

How does our growth or lack of it affect our ministry?

Why is the blind man a good reason to be in community?

How does the goal of our prize in heaven excite you for waking up tomorrow?

Do you feel the same sense of concern for your community that Peter does for his?
What do you want to be your legacy in the faith?

Witness # 8 1_Doctrine
June 14, 2009 2 Peter 1:16-21 Doctrine from True Teachers

Big Idea: The greatest gift that you will ever you receive, apart from your salvation, is the
Scriptures, which are a light to guide us in a dark place. Pay attention.

Dinner Discussion:
What priority do we give Scripture for guiding our life decisions?

Understanding the Text:

Whatis t he source of Peterds revelation of Jesus?
Why does he go through the trouble of establishing the source?

What was Peter an eye witness to?

Why is Scripture more sure then eye witness accounts?

What is the source of revelation for Scripture?

What is mans role in the writing of the Bible?

Application:
How is the power of the word established itself in your heart?
How does Peterdés experience calibrate your faith

How are you tempted to ignore or diminish Scripture in your life?
How do you use the Bible as a guild and light for your life?

In what way doe verse 20 give you confidence in the Bible?
What give you confidence in a teacher of the bible?

What is your attitude toward the proclaimed word when we gather on Sunday?
Where have you gotten soft in your love and desire for the Word?

June 21, 2009 2 Peter 1:16-18 Doctrine from Dad

Big Idea: Fathers should have a love for the Bible and rely on it to guide their lives and
the decisions they make for their family. Thank God if you have a father that fears the
Lord and loves His Word.

Dinner Discussion:
What does a good dad do?

Understanding the Text:
What is the responsibility of Dad with respect to sound doctrine?
How does a dad show love to his family?

Application:

Why is it important for dad to have sound doctrine?

How has your dad shaped your doctrinal beliefs for good or bad?

For men: What legacy do you want to leave for your children?
What are you doing today to insure that legacy?
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How does your reliance of Scripture affect your legacy?
Who has been a good father in the faith to you?
What can you do to show them your appreciation for their love of Jesus and the truth?

Fathers Day
Short sermon (35-40 minutes) leaving time for baby dedications

June 28, 2009 2 Peter 2:1-10a Doctrine from False Teachers (Part 1)

Big Idea: False teachers are inevitable so be aware and on guard. As for those who
presume to teach: do not enter lightly. Destruction will come to those who are false
teachers and pervert their office.

Dinner Discussion:
How do you spot a false teacher?

Understanding the Text:

What is the guarantee that peter makes in verse 1?

What are the marks of a false teacher?

What are the tricks of the trade to draw people away from the truth?

How does the goal of a false teacher reveal his true master?

What company does Peter put exploitive preachers in?

What will happen to false teachers?

What does it mean to o0indulge in the |l ust of def.i

Application:

How does this warning open your eyes to the teachers you listen to?

What are the sources of false teaching in your life? (blogs, TV, Movies, music)

What does it look like to be on guard against false teaching from every avenue?

Which are the hardest for you to detect?

How do they use sensuality to entice you?

How have you seen Gods wrath burn against false teachers?

What does this reveal about Gododés passion for the
Where do you need align your passion for the truth with Gods?

July 51 Mark Gone - see Guiding Principle #6Vide o & Li ve under fiOne Week Ser mc
directives on this week

Big Idea: When considering the question of what makes a teacher good or false we need
look no further then their reverence for and submission to Scripture.

Dinner Discussion:
How is the Word of God living and active?

Understanding the Text:

How does Peter appeal to Scripture? See (1 Pet 1:24i 25; 2:61 8; 3:10i 12; 4:18)
How is an appeal to the Old Testament an appeal to Scripture?

Where does Peter appeal to New Testament writings as Scripture?

What is the source of Scripture from 1 Pet 1:11; 2 Pet 1:21?

What does 1 Pet 1:23-25 say about the enduring quality of Scripture?

Application:

What does it mean that Scripture is a seed? (1 Pet 1:23,25)
How is Scripture a seed in your life?

To what authority do you tend to lean in your life?

How has Scripture become a friend to you in your new birth?
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What is the difference between reading to know about God and reading to know God?
How do you typically approach the Bible?

July 12, 2009 2 Peter 2:10b-22 Doctrine from False Teachers (Part 2)

Big Idea: Continuing the warning against false teachers, we must be firm in our faith so
that we are not enticed by these brutes of destruction.

Dinner Discussion:
How do we guard our hearts and minds against false teachers?

Understanding the Text:

What is the nature of false teachers?

How will they be repaid for their evil?

Why is false doctrine sometimes difficult to detect?

What is the significance of Balaam in this passage (see numbers 25)
Who is the target of false teachers and how are they deceived?

How is the promise of false teachers the same as the lie in the garden?
How is what you receive from them the same as the curse?

Why is better for someone to not know the way of righteousness then to turn back after
knowing it?

How is this fulfillment of Proverbs 26:11?

Application:

What makes false teachers so dangerous?

Where do you see this type of boldness and blasphemy in your word?

How does the boastfulness and loudness of the false teacher point to the source of his
doctrine?

How has your doctrine been weakened by worldly wisdom or sinful desire?

What will you do to be confident in your faith when false teachers come?

Why does Gods wrath burn so hot against false teachers?

What defilements of the world has Jesus saved you from?

How do you keep from being entangled in them again?

Witness # 91 Perseverance
July 19, 2009 2 Peter 3:1-7 Perseverance Until Judgment

Big Idea: In light of the attack on the gospel that is sure to come, remain steadfast in the
scriptures and your faith until the day of judgment that is coming.

Dinner Discussion:
What is the day of judgment?

Understanding the Text:

What i s Pet er dirghiptwolgiterste i n  wr i

How does being steeped in the Bible prepare us for scoffers?

What is the argument that scoffers will use?

What must they do to make this argument?

What is the significance of the word being present at the birth, cleansing, and judgment of
the world?

What will happen on the day of judgment?

Application:

How i s Peterdéds heart for us revealed in this pass
Why is it important to be reminded of these things?
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What tendency do you have to get busy and forget about Jesus and the realities of
judgment?

When have you faced a scoffer or scoffers in your daily life?

What other sources of scoffers can you see in our culture?

How would your life be different if you considered the coming judgment on a daily basis?
How does the reality of a judgment of fire change your urgency with the gospel?

July 26, 2009 2 Peter 3:8-10 Perseverance Until Jesus Returns

Big Idea: With the coming judgment also comes the return of Jesus. So, although
judgment will be a sober day it will also usher in eternity with our loving savior as he
fulfills his promise of eternal life.

Dinner Discussion:
What will be our condition when the day of the Lord comes?

Understanding the Text:

What is our hope in the face of the day of judgment coming?
Why has Jesus not returned yet?

When will the day of the Lord come?

What will be left of this world when Jesus returns?

Application:

Do you long for the return of Jesus?

What does this passage reveal about the character of God?

How is our sense of time different then that of Jesus?

Where is God asking you to be patient?

Who has God called you to encourage toward repentance before the day of the Lord?
What will the fire expose in your life?

August 2, 2009 2 Peter 3:11-13 Perseverance Until the New Creation

Big Idea: In light of the return of Christ we ought to live holy lives as we wait in hopeful
expectation of the promises of God.

Dinner Discussion:
What will the new heaven and new earth be like?

Understanding the Text:

Why should we live holy and godly lives?

What will remain after the return of Jesus?

How can we be sure that the judgment is not the end?

What dwells in the new heaven and new earth?

How does verse 13 depict the designed outcome for mans redemption?

Application:

What in our life will be burned away at the return of Jesus?

How will your concerns and priorities change when He returns?
How does that speak to the way you live today?

What of your works will stand through the fire?

How are you preparing for your home in the new heaven and earth?
What does this reveal about the heart of God?

How does this picture encourage you to persevere in your daily life?

August 9, 2009 2 Peter 3:14-18 Perseverance Until God is Finished With You
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Big Idea: In his conclusion Peter challenges us one last time to live holy lives in light of
the coming of Jesus. God has much left to sanctify in us so we ought take care, study
the word, and place our faith in Jesus.

Dinner Discussion:
How have the letters of Peter changed the way we look at life?

Understanding the Text:

How does Peter want us to be found by Jesus when He returns?

What does Peter think about the letters of Paul?

How do false teachers twist the words of Paul?

What should be our attitude toward difficult Scriptures?

What is Peterds fear Ilifysolid? us i f we are not biblica
What does it mean to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus?

Application:

How do you want to be found by Jesus when He returns?

What needs to be addressed in your life to be found in that state?

How does abiding in Jesus make it possible to live like Peter encourages us to?

How does Peterdés warning and encouragements chang
Take time this week to write out how following witness would testify about your life: Trial,

Temptation, Submission, Marriage, Suffering, Humility, Faith, Doctrine, and

Perseverance.
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Article 61

Pastoral Parenting
by Pastor Mark Driscoll

Because parents love their children the deepest, know them the best, and are
with them the most,t hey ar e best suited to be a chil dbo
evangelizes them, teaches them, loves them, prays for and with them, and reads
Scripture to them.

On this point, Deuteronomy 4:9s ay s , AOnly take care, and
diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they
depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children
and your chi lod rLe nkoPsavechbbel:d sdys, eHe@r, my son, your
fatheréds instructironmo tahnedr o6fsalseseahiesthnsnnogt. Oy 0 u
6:lidsays, AChildren,n otbleey lyomud, pfacgrenttlsi § i s r
fat her a ntdisigrletfirste rcbo mmand ment wihatihmaggopr omi s e)
well with you and that you may live long in the lan d Fathers, do not provoke
your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord. o

Both mothers and fathers are exhorted to make it their responsibility to
pastor their children. This does not mean that such things as church activities or
Christian school education are forbidden, but rather that they are supplements to
the loving biblical instruction of Christian parents.

Integrated Parenting

Because parents are with their children at the most opportune times, they are
wise to integrate their biblical instruction as God providentially provides teachable
moments. It is wise for families to have regular and planned times for such things
as Bible reading, prayer, and worshipful singing. Nevertheless, there are
momentsthr oughout t he cour s disaorherleartastopehfdro s day w
strategic instruction. A Spirit-led, prayerful parent will capture sacred moments to
instruct and/or correct their child as needed.

One example is the common occurrence of one child stealing a toy from
another child. The parent present for this inevitable moment can stop what they
are doing and integrate their instruction into that teachable moment. This would
include sitting the children down and explaining to the child who stole the toy that
one of the Ten Commandments forbids stealing and when we steal we are
sinning against God and the person from whom we are stealing. We can then
explain that repentance includes seeing that what they did was wrong, handing
the toy back to the child they stole from, looking that child in the eye and
apologizing for their sin by name and asking to be forgiven, the other child
looking them in the eye and forgiving them, and then the two of them hugging
while the parent prays over both children out loud, thanking God that forgiveness
is possible because Jesus died for our sins.
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This kind of integrated parenting will help to ensure that the child does not
grow up as a hypocrite who knows what to do but does not do it because their
instruction was not integrated into their life. Perhaps the clearest command for
integrated parenting is Deuteronomy 6:4i9whichs ays, f@AHear, O | srael
LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that |
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You
shall write them on the doorpostsofyour house and on your gates

Preemptive Parenting

Sadly, much parenting is reactive rather than preemptive. What | mean is that

rather than cultivating a biblically informed love for Jesus and others, some

parents are careless in their instruction an
and/or conduct become critically concerning.

Examples include the parentsof an angry boy who donét w
until hedés facing expulsion from school for
to church, hoping that alone will fix him. Or the junior high girl who has become
sexually active with her boyfriend and her parents who have not pastorally
parented her but suddenly sit her down to read Bible verses to her without any
relationship,hopi ng t hat magi ¢ |inmmédiatehhaatpliffeeently.and s hed

Preemptive parenting means making daily deposits of love, grace,
instruction, correction, and trust in the bank of a child so that when crisis
moments come there is a wealth of investment from which to draw.

Subsequently, preemptive parenting should begin from the womb when parents
should be praying for their unborn child, and include Bible reading and instruction
with the children from their earliest days.

One example of preemptive parenting is found in the life of Timothy. He is
widely regarded by many as one of the finest and most trustworthy young men in
all of Scripture because of his faithful and fruitful ministry with the apostle Paul.

Paul recognizes the important role preemptive parenting had in shaping Timothy:
Afrom childhood you have baevetings,avcicharai nt ed wi t
able to make you wise for salvationt hr ough fai th in 3@%.ri st Jesu

Practical Pastoral Parenting

While likely every Christian parent would agree with these principles of pastoral
parenting, most would likely also admit they struggle to know how to make this
happen practically. So, as a pastor and daddy | hope to be of some help.

First, | would encourage all Christian parents to pray to God that the Holy
Spirit would give them an ongoing commitment to pastor their own children in
love. Second, | would encourage all Christian parents to continually read good
books that help shape a biblical view of parenting. Among the best are
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Shepherding aan€lhn d tdrosc tHierag t hoth®G)hTiedddrips. He ar t

Mars Hill was honored to have Tedd Tripp teach on parenting, and the audio and

video recordings of his sessions are available for free at
http://www.theresurgence.com/shepherding_a_childs_heart_conference. Parents

of teens will also be weAqgéof GppartwngydThitbyit Pa ul
is important for Christian families to have friendships with other Christian families

so that there is mutual learning about God, marriage, parenting, and the like in

community. So, getting plugged into a church community group and pursuing

friendships with other Christian families is vital. Fourth, the key is to simply

develop biblical habits with your children, such as praying together, reading

Scripture, and attending church.
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Article 71

The Dinner Bible Booklet
by Pastor Mark Driscoll

Dinner is one of the great highlights of my day. Why? Because | get to sit in my
home with the woman I love, laughing, chatting, and eating with our five children
whom we deeply love and enjoy.

Every time | sit at the table with my family | am reminded of the words of
Psalm 128:3i 4, whichs ay s , AYour wife wild/| be | i ke a fr
house; your children will be like olive shoots around your table. Behold, thus shall
the man be blessed who fears the LORD. 0 Sévipture says, | am blessed.

Some months ago we started a new tradition at the Driscoll dining table
that has also been a blessing. Whoever is taking their turn setting the table
ensures that ourasidihrenekri giistecled 1 ngtin front
Daddy, 6 as t hme. ki ds call

Throughout the course of our dinner together, we chat about how the day
went, how everyone is doing, and whom we can pray for, and we discuss a
section of Scripture. Over the years we have always made it a point to read
Scripture to the children when they were little (especially at bed time), and help
them develop personal daily Bible reading habits once they learned to read for
themselves. However, we struggled to find a way to do regular family devotions
with five children of different ages and attention spans.

Still, the dinner Bible discussions led by Grace and me have been a huge
hit. Every time we sit down for dinner the dinner Bible is in its place on the table,
opened to the section of Scripture we will discuss that evening by one of the
enthusiastic kids. We often have some really insightful conversations around the
dinner Bible as the younger kids, especially the boys, seem to be able to handle
longer and more reflective discussions when their hands are busy as they eat.
Also, with the casual conversation over dinner | have noticed that everyone gets
an opportunity to speak as we take turns chewing our food, and our dinners last
longer than they had before because everyone is engaged.

The following steps are offered based upon my experience with our
children over dinner. These steps are intended to help direct theological
discussions between parents and their children while also building the childr e n 6 s
theological vocabularies so that they are increasingly familiar with biblical
concepts.

Step 1. Eat dinner with your entire family regularly.
Step 2. Mom and Dad sit next to one another to lead the family discussion.
Step 3. Open the meal by asking if there is anyone or anything to pray for.
Step 4. Someone opens in prayer and covers any requests. This task
should be rotated among family members so that different people take
turns learning to pray aloud.
Step5. Starteatinganddi scuss how everyoneds day weni
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Step 6. Have a Bible in front of the parents in a translation that is age
appropriate for the kids6 r e a d i nage sbnmeane (parentldr child)
open the Bible to the assigned text and read it aloud while everyone is
eating and listening.

Step 7. A parent then reads the corresponding definition of the word for the
day and gives the definition by reading what is written in the Dinner Bible
Booklet and/or paraphrasing the word& definition at an age-appropriate
level.

Step 8.  Ask the discussion questions in the Dinner Bible Booklet, and if
your kids are older (i.e., junior high and up) then you can also consider
using the Community Group discussion questions if they are better suited
for your children.

Step 9. Let the conversation happen naturally, carefully listen to the kids
and let them answer the questions, and fill in whatever they miss or
lovingly and gently correct whatever they get wrong so as to help them.

Step 10. If the Scriptures convict you of sin, repent as you need to your
family, and share appropriately honest parts of your life story so the kids
can see Jesusowork in your life and your need for him too, which
demonstrates gospel humility.

Step 11. At the end of dinner, ask the kids if they have any questions for
you.

In closing, do not fret if you miss a night, a conversation gets off track, or one
night your family just wants to tal

k

about

|l eading and dond6t be a rel i gtheeechys parent wh

making this sort of thing something they must be do in duty rather than
something they get to do in delight. The big goals here are to have your
children reveal to you what they are thinking about God, know and love Jesus
as God and Savior, and learn to articulate and explain their Christian faith,
and for their parents to lovingly instruct them and a create a family culture in
which every member freely and naturally talks about God and prays to God
together. Lastly, this will also require a sense of humor, so make sure to have
some fun, enjoy some laughs, and build some memories.
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Bible Questions: Family Discussions from 1 and 2 Peter

The following discussion questions are offered in hopes of helping you and your
child(ren) grow in relationship with each another and Jesus. They are meant to
be supportive and not constraining. Therefore, do not feel bound by any
guestions or pressured to follow these helps too rigidly. Do not stress if you miss
some questions or some days, which is inevitable. The goal is simply that your
family would open the Bible and grow in love for Jesus, one another, your
church, and the world. Also, because | am out of the pulpit some weeks of this
series, you can use those weeks as opportunities to catch up by discussing any
days or weeks that you may have missed.
The title for our study of 1 and 2 Peter
and 2 Pet emeofdrial i baken dirbctdy from the two books. Peter uses
the theme to teach that a trial is an opportunity God uses in our life to help us
become Christians, or grow in maturity as Christians. Therefore, a trial is an
opportunity for us to learn about Jesus and grow to be more like him. The trials
that we will cover as we study 1 and 2 Peter fit within the eight categories of
temptation, submission, marriage, suffering, humility, faith, doctrine, and
perseverance. How we respond to each trial is a witness to whether or not we
are Christians, and how closely we are walking with Jesus. So, discussing each
trial will be a wonderful opportunity to see into the heart of your child(ren), and
reveal your heart for them and Jesus6 heart

Witnhesses

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1i 2 (Trial and Sin)

Word of the Day: Peter

Peter is the author of 1 and 2 Peter and so today the focus of the dinner
discussion is helping your children learn about Peter. You can begin by asking
them the following Bible questions:

1. Who was Peter?
The following are examples of things the kids might want to explain or
discuss:
He was the disciple Andrewds brother.
He was a fisherman.
He was married.
He was Jewish.

aoow

2. What do you know about Peteroés I|ife?
He became a disciple of Jesus.

He spent three years with Jesus.

Jesus made him the leader of the disciples.

He wrote two books of the Bible (1 and 2 Peter).

He was a pastor who loved people.

PO T®
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f. He was crucified upside down for being a Christian.

Youcanalsoreadmy article in this booklet titled A’
will help you learn more about his amazing life. You can then summarize it or pull

out some major points to explain to your children some of the important details of

Peterodos 1ife.

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1i 2 (Trial and Sin)

Word of the Day: Jesus Christ

Peter begins his letter by speaking of Jesus Christ. So, today the focus is on who
Jesus is and what he has done by discussing the following Bible questions:

Where was Jesus born? Bethlehem.

Where did Jesus grow up? Nazareth.

Who was Jesusd mommy? Mary.

Who was Jesusod0 adoptive daddy? Joseph.

Who wer e J-lrathers?dantesaand Jude.

Who was Jesus? God.

Did Jesus ever sin? No.

Did Jesus ever marry or have kids? No.

Did Jesus love and play with kids? Yes.

10 How did Jesus die? Crucifixion.

11.Why did Jesus die? For our sins.

12. What happened to Jesus three days after he died? He resurrected.

133.How did Peter know Jesus? They were frien
and for three years he was with Jesus to see his miracles, hear his
preaching, and be with him after he rose from death.

14.Where is Jesus today? In heaven.

©CoNo,rwNE

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1i 2 (Trial and Sin)

Word of the Day: Elect

In 1 Peter 1:1 Christans are called the fielect. o Peter m
whom God chose to love, save, forgive, and adopt into his family. People are

sinners and the Bible says that no one would ever look for God or choose to love

God (Rom. 3:10i 11). Yet Jesus is such a loving and good God that he came to

earth looking for us and chose to love us and make us Christians. The following

Bible questions can help you explain election to your children:

1. What does election mean? God chose to love us, forgive our sins, and
make us Christians.

2. How does el ection show us Godés | ove? As
enemies, and by electing to love us and make us Christians, God is loving
his enemies to make them his friends.
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3. What would happen if God did not choose us? No one would choose God
and everyone would go to hell as a non-Christian.

4. Does God only elect good people? No, God elects some really bad people
and changes their hearts so they live as Christians.

5. How is election like adoption? Adoption is when a family decides to
welcome in a child as their own and love them just like God adopts us into
his family as Christians and loves us as his own.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1i 2 (Trial and Sin)

Word of the Day: Trinity

Peter speaks of God the Father, God the Son Jesus Christ, and God the Holy

Spirit. Christians call this the Trinity. Trinity means that the one divine nature is a

unity of three persons and that God is revealed as three distinct persons: Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit. This biblical revelation of God is distinct from any other

religiondéds view of God. It shows us that God
communicative. The following Bible questions can help you enter into a

discussion with your children in which you explain the Trinity:

1. What does Trinity mean? One God in three persons.

2. Does the Bible use the word Atrinityo? NoO
explain what the Bible teaches.

3. How is God a person? He thinks, feels, talks, loves, etc.

4. Does God have a body? No, only Jesus had a body when he came to

earth but God the Father and God the Holy Spirit do not have bodies.

Is there only one God? Yes.

Are God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit equally God? Yes,

they have all the same attributes, such as knowing everything, having all

power, and being the Creator of the world and people.

7. Do other religions believe in the Trinity? No, only Christians believe in the
Trinity.

oo

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1i 2 (Trial and Sin)

Word of the Day: Foreknowledge

First Peter 1:2 speaks of the fAforeknowl edge
knows the future and knows exactly what will happen before it actually does. This

is because God is all-knowing (omniscient) and rules over everyone and

everything (sovereign). The following Bible
foreknowledge with your children:

What does foreknowledge mean? God knows the future and controls it.
Is there anyone who has foreknowledge other than God? No.

Is there anything that God does not know? No, God knows everything.
Did God know you would be born? Yes, he did.

Does God know everything that will happen in our lives? Yes.

agrwnE
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6. How can God help us if he knows the future? He can help us get ready for
the future and if we walk with him he prepares us for what lies ahead in
our life.

7. Does it make you happy that God knows the future? Why or why not?

8. What things in your future do you wish you had foreknowledge of?

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1i 2 (Trial and Sin)

Word of the Day: Sanctification

First Peter 1:2 says that Christians undergo sanctification in life. The word
sanctificationmeans fit o be set apartodo and Ato be madc
for our sins, Christians have been made holy through faith in Jesus. We grow as
Christians in this life by learning more about Jesus and becoming more and more
like him, which is sanctification. So, sanctification is about being more and more
like Jesus. This is made possible by the power of God the Holy Spirit who lives in
a Christian and helps him or her to be like Jesus and live a holy life. Like a seed,
God the Holy Spirit takes root in our life and helps us grow to be more like Jesus.
The following Bible questions will help you discuss sanctification with your
children:

1. For the parent(s), how has God sanctified you? Tell how you became a
Christian and how God has grown you to be more like Jesus. Ask your
child(ren) if they have any questions about anything you share in your
testimony.

2.  What things can help us in our sanctification? Examples include prayer,
Bible reading, church attendance, Christian friends, obeying our parents,
etc.

3. How do you want to be more like Jesus?

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:1i 2 (Trial and Sin)

Word of the Day: Grace

First Peter 1: 2 speaksgracéisddooithesmoggr ace. The w
important words in the Bible because it tells us how God acts toward us. Grace

means that Goddés | ove is seen in all the kin
we do not deserve them. Simply, grace is getting good things we do not deserve.

God gives grace to everyone, as evidenced by the fact that they are alive, can

eat food, and can have fun. God gives extra grace to Christians by giving them

Jesus so that their sins are forgiven and God is their helpful friend. The following

Bi ble questions can help start a discussion
grace in their lives:

1. What is Goddés grace? Good things we do n
2. Why does God give grace? Because he is loving and good.
3. What has God given you in grace? Examples include life, health, a family,

friends, fun, favorite possessions, etc.
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4. How have people given you grace? Examples include love, forgiveness,
friendship, gifts, teaching, etc.
5. What are some ways you can give grace to someone? Examples include
loving them, serving them, praying for them, giving a present to them, etc.
6. Do ot her religions believe in Godébés grac:
have to work hard to get God to be nice to you. Only the Bible teaches
that God is good and takes care of us out of his grace.

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3i 9 (Trial and Jesus)

Word of the Day: Cross

I n this week©6s r EaReterfoguses on thk fa® tdt desus died 3

for our sins and conquered sin and death through his resurrection. So, this week

we will focus on Jesus Christds resurrection
reason each day why we believe in Jesusod res
facts surrounding Jesus 0 gthefaldwmg cuesttbnsb ur i al by

1. Whatis a cross? It is where they would kill people in the days of Jesus by
nailing them through the hands and feet.

2. Why was Jesus crucified? He did not ever sin, but he died in our place for
our sins so that we could be forgiven.

3. Did people know Jesus was going to die and resurrect? Yes, seven
hundred years before Jesus was even born, God promised in Isaiah
53:8i 12 that Jesus would die and rise. Jesus also promised that he
would be crucified, die, and then resurrect in Matthew 12:38i 40; Mark
8:31; 9:31; 10:331 34; and John 2:187 22. (You can look up and read
these verses so that the children get an
which we discussed the previous week.)

4. Did Jesus really die on the cross? Yes. Prior to his crucifixion, Jesus had
not slept all night, was beaten, and then was scourged, which killed many
men in and of itself. Then he was crucified with nails in his hands and
feet. He was declared dead by an executioner, and a spear was run
through his side, which pierced his heart sac. He was buried like a
mummy in upwards of a hundred pounds of linens and spices, and then
placed in a cold tomb cut out of rock without medical attention, food, or
water. So, Jesus really did die on the cross.

5. Was Jesus 060 t omYes.dasus was paor andidid doPown a
tomb because he could not afford one. So, after he died, a powerful and
rich man named Joseph of Arimathea let Jesus be buried in his personal
tomb in fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah 53:9, which promised Jesus

woul d be buried Awith a rich man in his ¢
over the tomb to ensure the body of Jesus was not stolen, the
government 6s seal was placed on the ston

sol diers were placed on dasofypedple guard Je.
knew where Jesus was buried.
6. Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross? Why or why not?
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Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3i 9 (Trial and Jesus)

Word of the Day: Communion

Communion is how Christians brekemeamlbleod
was shed on the cross in our place for our sins. The bread of communion
reminds us of Jesusd broken body for
reminds us of Jesusd shed blood for
parents to decide if their children have come to personal faith in Jesus and are
ready to partake of communion in church on Sundays, if they are not already.
The following questions will help you open a discussion with your child(ren) about
communion:

1.

2.

7.

What is communion? It is eating bread and drinking wine or juice,
depending upon age and conscience.

What does the bread of communi on
cross for our sins.

What does the drink of communi on
cross for our sins.

Would people have started taking communion as Christians if Jesus had
not resurrected? No. People would not have done this kind of sacred thing
if Jesus was still dead and did not forgive their sins through his
resurrection.

Can non-Christians take communion? No. Communion is only for
Christians.

What should a Christian do before they take communion? They should
spend some time in prayer confessing their sins to God and asking to be
forgiven because of Jesus.

Do you take communion? Why or why not?

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3i1 9 (Trial and Jesus)

Word of the Day: Resurrection

Today we examine the resurrection of Jesus. By resurrection, we mean that
Jesus physically died and three days later his body rose from death in victory
over sin and death. The following questions will help you discuss why Christians

bel

1.

2.

ieve in Jesusod resurrection with
Wh a't i s resurrection? Resurrectio
back to life.

t hat J e
our sin
our sins

represen

represen

y O

n

ur

i s

How do we know J e sedfsoMm deatb?dlie fallesvmguarer e ¢ t

some examples of answer s: Fol |l owi
touched his physical body: his disciples clung to his feet (Matt. 28:9), Mary
clung to him (John 20:17), and Thomas the doubter put his hand into the
opens pear hol e i n Jesigy.desus alsbappdarkadtt n
his disciples after his resurrection, but they were uncertain if he had truly
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physically risen from death. But Jesus was emphatic about his bodily
resurrection and went out of his way to prove it (Luke 24:36i 43).

3. How many people saw Jesus after his resurrection? Jesus appeared to
people for forty days to crowds as large as five hundred people after his
resurrection and before he returned to heaven (Acts 1:17 2; 1 Cor. 15:1i 8).

4. Didpeoplekeep Vvi siting Jesuso6 grave after he r
not visit JesusOdO grave after he resurrect
anymore.

5. Do you believe Jesus resurrected from death? Why or why not?

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3i 9 (Trial and Jesus)

Word of the Day: Christianity

Christianity is the religion that worships Jesus as the only God because he died

for our sins and resurrected from death. Today, a few billion people on the earth

claim to be Christians who believe Jesus rose from death. The following

guestions help to explain how Jesuso06 resurre
Christianity:

1. What is Christianity? Christianity is the people who worship Jesus as God
because he rose from death.
2. How did Jesusd respre2cBefoor e hbeages @ eroe s u
his disciples were timid and fearful, even hiding when Jesus appeared to
them (John 20:19). Following Jesusd resur
bold for Jesus and even suffered and died without fear because they knew
he was God and even if they died they would be with him. If Jesus had not
resurrected, the disciples would not have boldly preached about Jesus or
suffered courageously.
3. Would the disciples have |lied about Jesus
suffered and died because they believed Jesus rose. They would not have
suffered and died for a lie. Plus, the disciples were honest men who lived
good lives and were not the kind of men who tell lies about God.
4. Would Christianity exist if Jesus had not resurrected? No. If Jesus had not
risen from death, people would not have been so devoted to him for
Christianity to spread around the world. Today more people worship Jesus
as God than anyone else.
5. What do you think it means to be a Christian? You love Jesus as God.
6. Are you a Christian? Why or why not?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3i 9 (Trial and Jesus)

Word of the Day: Worship

Worship is living our whole life for someone or something. Everyone worships
someone or something. Christians worship Jesus as God because he died for
their sins and resurrected from death. The earliest Christians started worshiping
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Jesus as God because of his resurrection and the following questions will help
you discuss with your child(ren) why you worship Jesus:

1. What is worship? Living your life for someone or something that is most
important to you.

2. On which day did people worship before and after Jesus resurrected? The
early Christians stopped worshiping on Saturday, as Jews had for
thousands of years, and suddenly began worshiping on Sunday in
memory of Jesusd Sunday resurrection. The
Jews that they would not have ceased to obey one of the Ten
Commandments unless Jesus had resurrected in fulfilment of their Old
Testament Scriptures.

3. Why did people start worshiping Jesus as God after he rose from death?
One of the Ten Commandments is that we should worship God alone.
After Jesus resurrected, people began worshiping him as God because he
was and is God.

4. Would people have worshiped Jesus as God if he did not resurrect from
death? No. He would have been just another person who lived a good life
but no one would have thought he was God.

5. Who started worshiping Jesus as God after he resurrected? People who
worshiped the risen Jesus as God included his half-brother James (1 Cor.
15:7), Jestudsrbotontehrerd uhdael f( Acts 1:14; Jude
mother Mary (Acts 1:14). Because they were all Jews, they would not
have worshiped Jesus as God unless he had resurrected. Even one of
JesusOd most bi t steppedlelimgeChiiseass,andBtaried |,
worshiping Jesus and became a pastor because Jesus resurrected (Acts
7:541 60; Acts 9; 1 Cor. 15:1i 9; Phil. 3:4i 6).

6. How can we worship Jesus as God? Examples include believing in Jesus,
confessing our sins, obeying God, serving and loving people, singing
songs, being involved in church, etc.

7. Do you worship Jesus? Why or why not?

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3i 9 (Trial and Jesus)

Word of the Day: Baptism

Baptism is when a Christian is dunked under water and brought back up out of
the water. Jesus was baptized by his cousin John the Baptizer. Christians are
baptized to identify themselves with Jesus. They are baptized to show that Jesus
was buried under the ground like they are dunked under the water, and then he
resurrected like they are pulled out of the water to cleanse them from sin like
water cleanses us from dirt. This is a good day for Christian parents who have
not been baptized to sign up to be baptized at church, and for parents with
children who have not been baptized to see if they have come to faith in Jesus
and are ready to be baptized. The following questions should help:
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1. What is baptism? It is a Christian being dunked under the water and then
brought back up to show that Jesus was buried and resurrected for them.

2. Would people have been baptized if Jesus did not resurrect? No. Because
baptism shows Jesusd resurrection, It wou
baptize people if Jesus did not rise from death.

3. Who can be baptized? Any Christian who loves Jesus as God.

4. For the parent(s), have you been baptized? If so, please explain why you

were baptized and what it was like to your children.

Are you a Christian who loves Jesus as God?

If you have not been baptized, do you want to be baptized? Why or why

not? Or, if you were baptized, why were you baptized?

oo

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:3i 9 (Trial and Jesus)

Word of the Day: Gospel

Today concludes our weeklong study of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
death. Because this is such an enormous truth, we will spend today reviewing
what we have learned this week to ensure that the child(ren) understand and

believe in Jesusod0 deat h, burial, and resurre
resurrection of Jesus in our place for our sin is called the gospel. Gospel means
Agood news. 0 The foll owing questions are int

gospel with your child(ren):

1. What is the word gospel mean? Good news.

2. What is the gospel? Jesus is our God who lived without sin, died on a
cross for our sins, was buried, and resurrected three days later.

3. Why was Jesus crucified? He did not ever sin, but he died in our place for
our sins so that we could be forgiven.

4. How do we know that Jesus really did die on the cross? Prior to his
crucifixion, Jesus had not slept all night, was beaten, and then was
scourged, which killed many men in and of itself. Then he was crucified
with nails in his hands and feet. He was declared dead by an executioner,
and a spear was run through his side, which pierced his heart sac. He was
buried like a mummy in upwards of a hundred pounds of linens and
spices, and then placed in a cold tomb cut out of rock without medical
attention, food, or water. So, Jesus really did die on the cross.

5. Where was Jesus buried? In a rich manoés t
government and protected by soldiers.

6. How does communion show us Jesuso6 death?
Jesusd body broken on the cross for our s
Jesus6 bl ood shed on the cross for our sin

7. What happened to Jesusd body three days a
from death.

8 How does baptism show Jesusd resurrection
under the water and comes back up, they show how Jesus was buried
and resurrected.
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9. Why do we worship Jesus? Because he is God and saves us from Satan,
sin, and death.

10. What happens to a Christian when they die? Their spirit (the non-physical
part of their being) goes to be with Jesus. One day, their spirit will go back
into their body and they will resurrect like Jesus did to live in heaven
forever.

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10i 12 (Trial and Scripture)

Word of the Day: Prophets

In 1 Peter 1:10i1 12 Peter speaks about the Old Testament prophets. Prophets
were people who spoke for God by preaching and/or writing what God told them.
Prophets often foretold the future, letting people know what would happen before
it actually did. This week we will focus on prophets and prophecy from the Old
Testament to help the child(ren) see that God knows the future, controls the
future, and tells us the truth in the Bible.

1. What is a prophet? A person in the Bible who preached and/or wrote for
God.

2. How did someone become a prophet? God chose them to be a prophet.

3. Does God know the future? Yes, he knows the future and he controls it.

4. How did God tell the prophets about the future? God the Holy Spirit told
them about the future and exactly what God wanted them to preach and/or
write about the future.

5. Did the prophets ever prophesy something that did not come true? No, the
Bible teaches that a true prophet of God does not lie and they always tell
the truth (Deut. 18:217 22).

6. What are most of the prophecies in the Old Testament about? Most of the
Old Testament prophecies are about Jesus coming down from heaven to
the earth.

7. Do any other religions have prophecy like Christianity? No, other religions
do not have prophets who tell the future like Christianity because their
prophets are false prophets who do not work for God.

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10i 12 (Trial and Scripture)

Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:101 12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of
years before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God
knows and controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend
this week examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We
will look each day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New
Testament fulfillment of that prophecy.
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700 BC: lsaiahpr ophesi es that Jesus®é mother woul d
conceived by a miracle and that Jesus would be God who became a man.

Promise:Ai 6 Theref ore the Lord himself wild/ gi Ve
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call hisnamel mmanuel 60 (1| s a. 7
Fulfillment: ANow t he birth of Jesus Christ took i
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she

was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph,

being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her

quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a dream, saying, 6Josep

Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his

people from their sins.® All this took pla
by the prophet: O6Behol d, a&rbhwnuandtheyi n shall
shall <call his name | mmanuel 6 (WL ch means

1. How long before Jesus was born did Isaiah prophesy? Seven hundred
years.

2. What did Isaiah prophesy? That Jesus would be born to Mary.

3. Did Goddés promise come true? Yes.

4. How did Mary get pregnant with Jesus? Through a miracle by the Holy
Spirit.

5. What does Jesusd6 name Al mmanuel 0 mean? Go

6. Who adopted Jesus and became his daddy? Joseph.

7. Did Jesus have brothers and sisters who were born after him? Yes (Matt.
13:53i 56).

8. What do you think it would be like to have Jesus as your big brother?

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10i 12 (Trial and Scripture)

Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:1071 12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of
years before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God
knows and controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend
this week examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We
will look each day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New
Testament fulfillment of that prophecy.

700 BC: Isaiah prophesies that Jesus would perform many miracles.
Promise:AiThen the eyes of the blind shall be a

deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of
the mute sing #6pr joyo (lsa. 35:5
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Fulfillment: ANow when John heard in hpChridion abo
he sent word by his disciples and said to
cC ome, or shall we | ook for another?6 And
John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the

ut

poor have good news pred®hed to themdo ( Ma

1. What did Isaiah prophesy that Jesus would do when he came? Perform
miracles.

.Did Isaiahds prophecy that JesuYes.would pe

2
3. Name as many miracles you can think of that Jesus performed.
4

. Which of Jesusdé miracles is your favorite

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10i 12 (Trial and Scripture)

Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:101 12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of
years before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God
knows and controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend
this week examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We
will look each day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New
Testament fulfillment of that prophecy.

700 BC: Micah prophesies that Jesus would be born in the town of
Bethlehem.

Promise:iBut you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in
| srael, whose origin is from of old, from

s

Fulfillment: Al n t hose days a decree went out fror

the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius
was governor of Syria. . . . And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there

was no place for the/m in the inno (Luke 2:

1. In which town did Micah prophesy that Jesus would be born? Bethlehem.
2. Did Micahés prophecy come true? Yes.
3. Di d J e s nts Marymadrlaseph, live in Bethlehem or Nazareth?

They lived in Nazareth.
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4. How did Jesus6 parents get from Nazareth
there when Mary was pregnant to register for a census with the
government.

5. When Jesus was born, where did they lay him? In a manger because they
were not at home and Bethlehem was full of people and there was no
other place to stay.

6. How old was Mary when Jesus was born? She was probably a teenage
girl.

7. What do you think it was like for Mary to be a young mom far away from
home when Jesus was born?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10i 12 (Trial and Scripture)

Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:101 12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of
years before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God
knows and controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend
this week examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We
will look each day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New
Testament fulfillment of that prophecy.

400 BC: Malachi prophesies that Jesus would enter the temple. This is
important because the temple was destroyed in AD 70 and no longer exists;
subsequently, the prophecy could not have been fulfilled anytime after AD 70.

Promise:iBehol d, | send my messenger, and he
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says
theLorbof hostso (Mal . 3:1).

Fulfilment: ANow t here was a man in Jerusal em,
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,

and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the

Holy Spirit that he would not see death
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in

the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of t he Law

2:251 27).

1. Where did Malachi prophesy that Jesus would visit? The temple.
2. Did Mal achi 6s prophecy come true? Yes.
3. What was the temple? It was like the church of the Old Testament where
people would go to worship God.
4. Who was the prophet Malachi promised would come preaching before

be

Jesus to get people ready for him? Jesus®é

When was the temple destroyed? AD 70.
Does the temple exist today? No.

oo

71



7. Since there is no temple and Malachi prophesied that Jesus would visit
the temple, can the prophecy be about anyone other than Jesus who was
born later? No.

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10i 12 (Trial and Scripture)

Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:101 12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of
years before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God
knows and controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend
this week examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We
will look each day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New
Testament fulfillment of that prophecy.

500 BC: Zechariah prophesies that Jesusd6 b
thirty pieces of silver for handing him over to the authorities and that the

payment would be thrown in the temple in disgust (again, the temple was

destroyed in AD 70, so this prophecy could not have been fulfilled after that

time).

Promise:A Then | s alfitdeemmogoad to gam,,givedme my wages;

but i f not, keep them.d And they weighed o
silver. Thenthe Lorbs ai d t o me, OTha thedordlyppricdadb t he pott
which | was priced by them. So | took the thirty pieces of silver and threw

them into the house of the LorRD, t o t he pot iy 0 (Zech. 11:1
Fulfilment: A Then one of the twelve, whose name v
to the chief priests and said, OWhat wil!/
you?06 And itrhetyhipratiyd phi eces id5) si ikedo ( Mat't
throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went

and hanged himself. But the chief priests,
is not lawful to put them into the treasury,si nce it i s bl ood money.
took counsel and bought with them the pott
strangersoi7)( Matt. 27:5

1. What did Zechariah prophesy? That Jesus would be betrayed by Judas.

2. How much did Zechariah prophesy Judas would be paid to help Kkill
Jesus? 30 pieces of silver

3. Was that very much money? No

4. Did everything Zechariah prophesied come true? Yes

5. Jesus was friends with Judas for three years before Judas betrayed him,
how do you think Jesus felt about Judas sin against him?

6. Have you ever had a friend hurt your feelings by sinning against you?

7. Is there anyone you have not been a good friend to?

Saturday
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Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:10i 12 (Trial and Scripture)

Word of the Day: Prophecy

First Peter 1:101 12 speaks of prophets who prophesy about Jesus in the Old
Testament. These prophecies are very specific and were given hundreds of
years before Jesus was even born. These prophecies reveal to us that God
knows and controls the future, and that the Bible is true. Therefore, we will spend
this week examining some specific Old Testament prophecies about Jesus. We
will look each day at an Old Testament prophecy about Jesus and the New
Testament fulfillment of that prophecy.

700 BC: Isaiah prophesies that Jesus would resurrect from death.

Promise:iYet it was Ladrite crush him he bas put himreto grief;

when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall

prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Out of the

anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the

righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he

shall bear theirill)niquitieso (lsa. 53:10
Fulfillment: A For Davi drsnaysg chamc, 61 saw the Lord
me, for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken; therefore my heart

was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you

will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. You

have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness

with your presence.® Brothers, Il may say t
patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to

this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an

oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, he

foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not

abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised

up, and of that we alil3)are witnesseso (Act

1. What did Isaiah promises would happen to Jesus after he died and was
buried? That Jesus would rise from death

2. Did | saiahds prophecy come true? Yes

3. Is there anyone who has even risen from death like Jesus? No

4. Can you think of any way Isaiah would have known 700 years before

Jesus was even born that he would die and rise?

What do you think it will be like to resurrect one day like Jesus did?

What do you think heaven will be like? Parents, it is good here to explain

to your child(ren) that heaven is a new creation and like this world without

sin and the curse. The Bible speaks of heaven as a place where the sun

shines, people have fun, everyone is safe, no one gets hurt, and we get to

do anything but sin which means that such things as going swimming and

playing ball are allowed in heaven for kids who get to meet all the

Christians from the Bible and history and also spend time with Jesus

forever.

oo
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Witness #1 1 Temptation

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:131 21 (Temptation from Sin)

Word of the Day: Mind

Peter tells us to prepare our minds so that we can think like God wants us to,
which helps us to live our life like God wants us to.

1. What things help you learn about God and how he wants you to think and
live?

How does prayer to God help you learn about God?

How does reading the Bible help you learn about God?

How does going to church help you learn about God?

Why do we talk about God as a family?

What things have you learned about God lately?

OahAWN

Monday
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:131 21 (Temptation from Sin)
Word of the Day: Father

Peter teaches us that God is a father.

adopted into his family to be loved, taught, and cared for by him.

1. What does it mean that God is a Father, or a perfect Daddy?
2. What does it mean that when we bec

3. Do you know anyone who was adopted?
4. Did Joseph adopt Jesus? Yes.
5. What does it mean that other Christians are like brothers and sisters?

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13i 21 (Temptation from Sin)

Word of the Day: Obedient

Peter says that Christians are supposed to be like obedient children. This means
that we are supposed to obey God our Father like a good child obeys his or her
parent.

1. Why do God and parents ask children to do good things and not do bad
things? Because they love the children and want the best for them.

2. What does it mean to obey? It means that because of the love in your
heart, you do what your parents and God ask of you.

3. What happens to children who do not obey God and their parents? They
get into sin and their life is ruined.

4. Can you think of any times in your life when you did not obey God and
your parents and something bad happened?
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5. Are there any rules from the Bible or you
fair or right? Why?
6. Which rules from God or your parent(s) are most difficult for you to obey?
Why?
7. Parents, this is a good opportunity to demonstrate humility and
repentance. Take a few moments and explain to your child a time in your
life when you did not obey your parents or when you did not obey God and
you suffered for it so that they learn vicariously through your life. Invite
them to ask you any questions they may have about what you share.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13i 21 (Temptation from Sin)

Word of the Day: Holy

Peter tells us that God is holy and that Christians are to be holy. The Bible says

God is holy more often than it mentions any of his other attributes, which means

that holiness is very important. Theword holymeans At o be set apart .
holy is to be different in a good way. As Christians we do some things differently

than other people because God loves us, we love God, and we want to be holy.

1. What does holiness mean? To be fiset apart
compared to what some other people say and do.

2. What is the opposite of holiness? Unholiness or sin where we disobey
God.

3. What are some things that Christians do that are different than other
people? Examples include believing Jesus is God, reading the Bible,
praying, worshiping God, going to church, confessing our sins to God, and
not doing sinful things like swearing at people, getting drunk, or being
violent.

4. Have you ever had someone make fun of you for being holy and not
sinning? Explain what happened and how you felt.

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13i 21 (Temptation from Sin)

Word of the Day: Judgment

Peter teaches that eternal judgment belongs to God. Judgment is what the Bible
means when it says that God looks at our life and determines what we do that is
right and wrong. The Bible teaches that one day there will be a final day of
judgment when God fairly judges everyone for the life they lived. For Christians
this judgment will be for our rewards in heaven. For non-Christians this judgment
will be for their punishment in hell.

1. Why s it good that God judges? Examples include that it shows God does
not approve of all the sin and hurt people are doing, that God will one day
put an end to all evil and make the world perfect again, and that Satan
does not win.
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2. How does knowing that at the end of our life God will reward us for
anything good we have done make it easier to live a holy life?

3. Is there any sin in your life right now that God wants you to stop doing so
that he does not have to judge you for it?

4. Should we be more concerned about what other people think of us or
about what God thinks of us? Why?

5. Can we judge who is going to heaven and h

6. Can we judge peoplebs actions and
Yes, especially people who say they are Christians.

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13i 21 (Temptation from Sin)

Word of the Day: Ransomed

Peter says that Christians are people who have been ransomed by God through
the blood of Jesus Christ. Think of it this way. Sin includes our thoughts, words,

deci de

deeds, and motives. Sinalsoincludes not doing what wedre supfg

of omission), and doing what we are not supposed to do (sin of commission).
Now, imagine if every time we sinned throughout our whole life we owed God ten
dollarsd how deeply in debt we would be to God! But our sin is actually worse
than that because we owe God more than ten dollars for every one of our sins
and there is no way we can ever repay him. Jesus came as God into history to
live without any sin, die for our sin, and pay our debt to God. So, Christians have
been ransomed by Jesus, who paid our debt of sin to God.

1. Who pays our debt to God for our sin? Jesus.

2. How did Jesus pay our debt to God for our sin? He died on the cross for
our sins.

3. Where was our sin judged and our ransom paid? At the cross of Jesus.

4. If we are Christians who believe in Jesus, will God judge us and send us

to hell? No, because of Jesus we are forgiven. We get to be friends with

God today and one day we will live with God in heaven forever.

How should we feel about Jesus because he ransomed us?

Can you think of any other time in life when someone ransomed you by

paying for something you could not pay for? Explain.

oo

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:13i 21 (Temptation from Sin)

Word of the Day: Faith

Peter speaks of Christians as being believers in God. This means that Christians
are people who have faith in God. To have faith in God means that we know who
God is from the Bible, believe what the Bible says, and trust in Jesus as our God.

1. What does faith mean? It means that we know what God says in the Bible

and believe it.
2. Who is our faith in? Jesus because he is our God.
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3. Can you be a Christian without faith in J
then you are not a Christian.

4. Who do you know that has faith in God?

5. Do you have faith in God?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22i 2:3 (Temptation from Hypocrisy)
Word of the Day: Soul

Peter says that people have a soul. This means that God made people different
than animalsd we have both a physical body and a spiritual soul. Our soul
continues to live even after our body dies.

1. What it a soul? The non-physical part of who we are.

2. Does our soul continue to live after we die? Yes, our soul continues to live
after our body dies.

3. Do animals have souls? No, they only have physical bodies but not
spiritual souls.

4. Does God have a body? No, he is a Spirit but Jesus did come to the earth
in a body.

5. Do you have any questions about your soul?

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22i 2:3 (Temptation from Hypocrisy)
Word of the Day: Truth

Peter says that we should obey the truth. It is very important to know that God
tells the truth. Truth is what is real and not a lie.

1. What is truth? Truth is what is real and from God.

2. What is the opposite of truth? Lies are the opposite of truth.

3. Where do we learn the truth? In the Bible.

4. Who always told the truth? Jesus al ways t
you the trutho more than fifty times in t

5. Who tells lies? Satan tells lies and Jesus says he is the father of lies in
John 8:44.

6. Should we lie or tell the truth? Tell the truth like Jesus did.

7. What should we do when we lie? We should apologize to God and

whomever we lied to because lying is a sin.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22i 2:3 (Temptation from Hypocrisy)
Word of the Day: Love

Peter says that Christians are to love God and one another. Love is one of the
most important teachings in all of Christianity. Love comes from God because
God is perfect love. When we love we are doing what God wants us to do.
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1. Where does love come from? Love comes from God because God is love
(1 John 4:8).

2. Who has loved you the most besides God?

3. What are the most loving things people have done for you?

4. What are some things you can do to love people?

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22i 2:3 (Temptation from Hypocrisy)

Word of the Day: Word of God

Peter says that we become Christians by hearing and believing the Word of God.

The titl odWordfefs to the Bible. This is be
words of God and the perfect way that God speaks to us.

What is the Word of God? The Bible is the Word of God.

How many books are in the Bible? Sixty-six books.

How many books are in the Old Testament? Thirty-nine books.
How many books are in the New Testament? Twenty-seven books.
How does God speak to us? Through the Bible.

What has God taught you from the Bible?

OuhswNE

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22i 2:3 (Temptation from Hypocrisy)

Word of the Day: Repentance

Peter says that we should put our sin away from us because it is bad. The word
repentance is often used in the Bible to explain how we put our sins away from
us. Repentance is very important because it show us that when we do sin we can
ask Jesus to forgive us and he will help us to turn around and walk away from sin
and be close to God.

1. What should we do when we sin? We should repent of our sin.

2. What is repentance? Telling God and whomever we sinned against we are
sorry, asking their forgiveness, and letting God help us to stop sinning and
do the right thing.

3. Have you recently repented of any sin and stopped doing a bad thing?
Explain.

4. Parents, this would be a good opportunity for you to speak from the
example of your own life in an appropriate way. Tell your child(ren) some
sin you wrestled with and how Jesus helped you to repent of it and put it
away. Invite your child to ask you any questions they may have about your
repentance.

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22i 2:3 (Temptation from Hypocrisy)
Word of the Day: Born again

Peter says that Christians are people who have been born again. What he
means is that when we are born we are physically alive but spiritually dead in
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that we donodt | ouw @odHevwevwes whemwe belsoene n g
Christians we are born a second time so that we are both physically alive and
spiritually alive to God.

1. Parents, take a few minutes and explain to your child(ren) what they were
like when they were a baby. Tell the funny stories and describe how much
you loved them. Ask them if they have any questions about what they
were like as babies. You may also want to show them some of their baby
photos.

2. What do babies like to eat when they were born? Babies eat a lot of milk.

3. What are new Christians hungry for when they first become Christians and
are born again? Peter says they are hungry for the Bible and like to learn
about God from the Bible just like babies are hungry for milk.

4. Parents, explain to your child(ren) what new appetites for God and
Scripture that you experienced when you became a Christian and were
born again. Invite them to ask any questions they may have about
changes in your life since you were born again as a Christian.

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 1:22i 2:3 (Temptation from Hypocrisy)
Word of the Day: Good

Peter says that God is good. What this means is that God never does anything
bad or wrong because he is perfect and without any sin. Because God is always
good we can always trust him and he will always help us.

1. Is God good? Yes.

2. Does God ever do anything bad? No, God never sins, never lies, and
never does anything wrong.

3. Does God make people sin or do wrong things? No, God does not want
anyone to sin and when they do it makes him sad.

4. What are some ways in the Bible that we see that God is good?

5. What are some ways in your life that God has been good to you?

6. How has God been good to your family?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4i 12 (Temptation from Worldliness)

Word of the Day: Priesthood

Peter says that Christians are a priesthood. In the Old Testament the priests

were Gododés people who served God in ministry
says that all Christians are priests, which means that we can have a direct

relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and that our whole life is ministry for

God.

1. Who were the priests in the Old Testament? They were like pastors who
did ministry for God, taught the Bible, prayed, and helped people.
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2. Who are the priests in the New Testament? All Christians are called
priests in the New Testament.

3. What is your ministry? Examples include helping out parents, serving kids
in school, looking after siblings, etc. Talk this point through with your
children at length and help them to see how they have opportunities to do
ministry and help people.

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:41 12 (Temptation from Worldliness)

Word of the Day: Cornerstone

Peter says that Jesus is our cornerstone. I n
made out of stones cut out of rock, kind of like bricks. When a building was

made, the very first stone that was laid on the bottom of the building was called

the cornerstone. The cornerstone was the most important stone because it held

up the entire building. So, when Peter says that Jesus is our cornerstone, he is

saying that Jesus should be first in our life and everything in our life needs to be

built on him.

1. What is a cornerstone? It is the first and most important stone that is laid
down to make a building.

2. What does it mean that Jesus is our cornerstone? It means he is the most
important person in our life and that our whole life should be built on him.

3. What happens to a building that has a bad cornerstone? The entire
building breaks and falls to the ground.

4. What happens IlfefJessosiseda theecorserstone? Their life
is not built for God and it falls apart, like a bad building.

51 f Jesus is the cornerstone, who are the
church? Goddés people are the other stones
church.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4i 12 (Temptation from Worldliness)

Word of the Day: Stumbling stone

Everyone has tripped over a rock and fallen down. Peter says that, sadly, for
some people, Jesus is like a rock that they trip and fall over. What he means is
that some people do not believe Jesus is God or that he rose from death and so
they are not Christians who love Jesus. Peter says that they trip over Jesus
because they are offended by him saying he is God and that we are sinners who
need him.

1. What does it mean that Jesus is a stumbling stone for non-Christians? It
means that they do not love Jesus as God and they are offended by and
disagree with what he said and did.

2. What are some things Jesus said and did that people are offended by and
disagree with?
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3. What would you tell people who have questions about or problems with
Jesus?

4. Do you know any non-Christians whom we should pray for and love in
hopes that they become Christians?

5. Parents, take some time as a family to regularly pray for non-Christian
family, friends, neighbors, etc., to become Christians.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:41 12 (Temptation from Worldliness)
Word oftheDay: Godbés peopl e

Peter says that Christians are Godos
believe in Jesus and live together as the church, kind of like a big family that
loves and serves one another, or a team that works together.

1. What does it me aspetpkraltmeansthahall €EhrisBans
belong to God and are like a family or a team.
2. How many of Godods people can you

3. What are the benefits of being Godods

are forgiven, the Holy Spirit lives in us to help us, we get to pray to God,
we get to have Christian friends and be involved in church, etc.
4. What do you | i ke best about being
5. Parents, explain why you I|ike bei
has benefited you and your family.

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:41 12 (Temptation from Worldliness)

Word of the Day: Mercy

Peter says that all of Godbdés peopl e
mercy is very important to understanding God and the Bible. The Bible often says
that God is merciful. For example, Exodus 34:671 7 is the verse most often quoted

peopl e.

0

name t ha

peop
one of
ng among

have rec

in the rest of the Bi bl e anldbrptthedore,aGo d

God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who wil/l
Bible means that although we do not deserve it, God is good to us; he gives us
goodness that we do not deserve and withholds from us punishment that we do
deserve because he is loving.

1. What does it mean that God is merciful? Because God is loving he treats
us good even when we are bad.

2. Do other religions teach that God is merciful? No, other religions teach
that you get what you deserve and
forgiveness by suffering, doing good works, or going to purgatory to pay
God back for all your sins.

3. Do you think it is a good thing that God is merciful? Why?
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4. Parents, explain the ways in which God has been merciful to you and your
family so that your child(ren) can see firsthand the mercy of God in your
home.

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:4i 12 (Temptation from Worldliness)
Word of the Day: Darkness and light

Sometimes word pictures are the best way to understand something. Peter uses
the word picture of darkness and light to explain life with Jesus. He says that life
without Jesus is like living in the dark and that life with Jesus is like living in the
light.

1. What do you think about the dark? Examples include that it is scary,
lonely, and bad.

2. What does Peter mean that living without Jesus is like living in the dark?
Examples include that you are | onely, sca

3. What do you think about warm sunlight? Examples include that it is fun,
feels good, and makes you feel alive and happy.

4. What does Peter mean that living with Jesus is like living in the light?
Examples include that you are living and growing, happier, and not scared
or lonely.

5. Do you ever get scared going to bed in the darkness? Explain. Parents,
make sure to pray for your kids at bedtime and teach them to pray to
Jesus themselves whenever they are scared at nighttime.

6. What is the most fun you have ever had in the sunlight?

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:41 12 (Temptation from Worldliness)

Word of the Day: Good deeds

Christians are supposed to love people just like Jesus has loved them.
Sometimes it is hard to love people because they are mean to us or not thankful
for the things we do for them. Still, Peter encourages Christians to do good
deeds for people even when it is difficult so that they will see that God loves them
and we love them too, in hopes that they will love God and us.

1. What are good deeds? Things we do for people because God loves them
and wants us to love them too.

What are some good deeds your parent(s) have done for you?

What are some good deeds people have done for you recently?

What are some good deeds you have done for people recently?

What are some good deeds you should do for someone whom God wants
you to love?

abrwn

Witness #2 1 Submission

Sunday
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Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13i 17 (Submission to Godly Authority)
Word of the Day: Submission

God is in charge of everyone and everything because he is in ultimate authority.
God also puts people in authority over us to help us learn and grow. As long as
the people in authority over us are not telling us to do something sinful against
God, we are supposed to submit to them and do what they ask us.

1. Who is in ultimate authority in charge of everyone and everything? God.

2. What human authorities has God put in authority over you? Examples
include parents, teachers, coaches, Sunday school teachers, police, etc.

3. Should you submit to someone who tells you to sin? No.

4. Should you submit to people in authority who tell you do to good things?

Yes.

What are some ways you have submitted to godly authority?

Parents, it is good to explain to your child(ren) that you are submissive to

godly authority as well. Take some time explaining how you have to obey

God, the government, police, your boss, church elders, etc.

oo

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13i 17 (Submission to Godly Authority)
Word of the Day: Consequences

Peter teaches us that our actions have consequences. This means that if we
obey godly authority over us we are rewarded. However, if we sin and disobey
godly authority over us we are punished. This is what the Bible means elsewhere
when it says we reap what we sow.

1. What bad consequences have you experienced for not obeying godly
aut hority? Examples including getting in
orders were disobeyed, or getting in trouble in school or Sunday school for
not obeying the teacher.

2. What good consequences have you experienced for obeying godly
authority? Examples include getting good marks on a report card for good
behavior, or being chosen to be a leader at school or on a sports team.

3. Why did God give you parents to make rules for you?

4. Parents, it is important for you to use your own life as a positive and
negative example for your child(ren). Tell some stories about negative
consequences in your life for disobeying godly authority, and about
positive examples in your life for obeying godly authority.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13i 17 (Submission to Godly Authority)
Word of the Day: Servants

Peter says that Christians are supposed to be servants. This is because Jesus is
a servant (e.g., Mark 10:42i 45; Phil. 2:51 11) who has served us by coming to
earth, living without sin, dying for our sins, and rising for our salvation. Jesus did
all of this out of humility and love even though he was God. Since Jesus has
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been so good to us, we want to follow his example and humbly serve others in
love.

1. How is Jesus the greatest servant who has ever lived? Jesus is God and
was humble enough to come to earth to serve people. Jesus has served
more people than anyone who has ever lived and died for our sins, which
Is the greatest act of service anyone has ever done.

2. Who has served you and how have they served you?

3. Why do we serve people? Because Jesus has served us and we want to

share Godds | ove with other people.
4. Who does God want you to serve and how does he want you to serve
them?
Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13i 17 (Submission to Godly Authority)
Word of the Day: Freedom

Peter says that Christians are people who are free. This means we are free from
Satan, sin, and selfishness. We are also free to love God, live new lives, and
serve people in love.

1. What are Christians free from? Examples include free from Satan, sin, and
selfishness.

2. What are Christians free to? Examples include free to love God, worship
God, live a new life, and serve other people in love.

3. Are Christians free to sin? No, Christians are free from sin, which means
we should not sin and when we do we should ask God to help us stop
sinning.

4. Are Christians free to hide their sin? No, because we are free from sin we
are free to tell Jesus and our parents when we sin so they can love and
help us.

5. Is there any sin you have been hiding from me/us?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13i 17 (Submission to Godly Authority)
Word of the Day: Honor

Peter says that Christians are supposed to honor everyone. This does not mean
that we agree with everyone, or that we like what everyone is doing. However, it
does mean that we treat people with respect and love because that is how God
treats people.

1. What does it mean to honor people? Examples include that we treat
people with love and respect even if we disagree with them.

2. Can you remember a time when someone did not honor or respect you
(e.g., called you a name or was mean) and how you felt?

3. Is there anyone you need to do a better job of honoring? How can you do
that?
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4. 1 s there anything that |/ we (the
honoring? Parents, this is a good time for you to examine your own life
and parenting to see if you have been disrespectful to your child(ren) by
being harsh, mean, or curt. If so, apologize to them, ask their forgiveness,
and pledge to them and God that you will repent and grow in that area to
do a better job of honoring them and setting a good example.

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13i 17 (Submission to Godly Authority)
Word of the Day: Love

Peter says that Christians are supposed to love one another. This is because
God is loving and wants us to treat one another the way he treats us. To help us
love our Christian friends and church, God gives Christians the Holy Spirit who
gives us love to share with others (Rom. 5:5). Love is doing what is best for other
people.

1. Where does love come from? Love comes from God.

2. How has Jesus loved us? Examples include that he came into history as a
person although he is God, lived without sin, died for our sins, rose for our
salvation, sent the Holy Spirit to change us from the inside out, and is
preparing a place for us right now in heaven.

What does it mean that Christians are supposed to love one another?
Which Christians have loved you well? How did they love you?

Whom have you loved well? How did you love them?

Is there anyone you need to love better and if so how can you do that?

o0k w

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:13i1 17 (Submission to Godly Authority)
Word of the Day: Fear

The Bible often says that we should fear God, and Peter says this also. What he
does not mean is that Christians whose sins have been forgiven by Jesus should
be scared of God. What he does mean is that Christians should respect God
enough to live in reverence for God.

1. What does it mean to fear God? Examples include that it means to respect
God, obey God, love God, etc.

2. Should Christians be scared of God? No, God loves us and is only loving
and kind to Christians.

3. Name the people you respect and revere the most and why.

4. Why should we respect and revere God?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: Various Scriptures

Word of the Day: Trinity

This week we will examine what 1 Peter teaches us about God. God is often
mentioned in 1 Peter; in fact, he is mentioned a full thirty-nine times, which is

85

parent (s



once every forty-three words! God is mentioned more frequently in 1 Peter than
in any other book of the New Testament. Today we are examining the
appearance of the Trinity in 1 Peter 1:17 2.

1. What does Trinity mean? One God in three personsd Father, Son, and
Spirit.

2. Does the Bible use the word Atrinityo? NoO
explain what the Bible teaches.

3. How is God a person? He thinks, feels, talks, loves, etc.

4. Does God have a body? No, only Jesus had a body when he came to

earth but God the Father and the Holy Spirit do not have bodies.

Is there only one God or are there three Gods? There is only one God.

Are God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit equally God? Yes,

they have all the same attributes, such as knowing everything, having all

power, and being the Creator of the world and people.

7. Do other religions believe in the Trinity? No, only Christians believe in the
Trinity.

ou

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: Various Scriptures

Word of the Day: Living God

This week we will examine what 1 Peter teaches us about God. God is often
mentioned in 1 Peter; in fact, he is mentioned a full thirty-nine times, which is
once every forty-three words! God is mentioned more frequently in 1 Peter than
in any other book of the New Testament. Today we are examining the reference
to God as the living God in 1 Peter 1:23.

1. What does it mean that God is the living God? Examples include that God
is not a dead thing like a rock or dirt, and that God has always been alive
and will always be alive.

2. How do we know that Jesus the living God? Even when they killed him, he
came back to life because he is the living God and not dead.

3. Where does all life come from? Life comes from God because God is the
living God who makes things alive.

4. Could we be alive without God? No, God made the world and made us to
be alive and without God there would be no life.

5. Will God ever die and stop living? No, God will live forever.

6. If we belong to God will we live with him forever? Yes, Christians live with
God forever and after we die and go to heaven we will never die again.

7. Moms, this is a good opportunity to explain to your child what it was like
for God to put the life of your child in you. Tell your child how excited you
were to see and feel them growing and moving in your tummy. Answer
any questions they may have about human conception and life.

Tuesday
Bible Reading This Week: Various Scriptures
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Word of the Day: Creator

This week we will examine what 1 Peter teaches us about God. God is often
mentioned in 1 Peter; in fact, he is mentioned a full thirty-nine times, which is
once every forty-three words! God is mentioned more frequently in 1 Peter than
in any other book of the New Testament. Today we are examining the reference
to God as the Creator in 1 Peter 4:19.

1. Who created the universe and everyone and everything in it? God did.

2. What chapters of the Bible tell us about God creating everything? Genesis
1i 3.

3. What is the first verse of Genesis? #fAln t
heavens and the earth. o

4. How did God make everything? By his powerful word from nothing (Heb.
11:3).

5. Did people evolve from monkeys or did God make us? God made us in his

image.

Who were the first people God made? Adam and Eve.

What parts of creation are you most thankful God made and why?

Examples include trees to climb in, animals to have as pets, sun to play

outside, dirt to dig in, flowers to smell, etc.

N

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: Various Scriptures

Word of the Day: Holy

This week we will examine what 1 Peter teaches us about God. God is often

mentioned in 1 Peter; in fact, he is mentioned a full thirty-nine times, which is

once every forty-three words! God is mentioned more frequently in 1 Peter than

in any other book of the New Testament. Today we are examining the reference

to God as holy in 1 Peter 1:15. By fAholy, o t
good, without any sin, and perfect.

1. What attribute of God is mentioned the most in the Bible? God is called
holy more than anything else in the Bible.

2. What does the Bible mean when it says that God is holy? Examples
include that God is perfect, good, and without any sin.

3. Does God ever sin or do a bad thing? No, everything God does is holy
and good.

4. What is the opposite of holiness? Unholiness, sin, or doing bad things.

5. What kinds of holy things should Christians do?

6. What kinds of unholy things should Christians not do?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: Various Scriptures

Word of the Day: Judge

This week we will examine what 1 Peter teaches us about God. God is often
mentioned in 1 Peter; in fact, he is mentioned a full thirty-nine times, which is
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once every forty-three words! God is mentioned more frequently in 1 Peter than
in any other book of the New Testament. Today we are examining the reference
to God as our judge in 1 Peter 4:5.

Friday

1.

6.
7. Should we be more concerned about what other people think of us or

8.

Why does God have the right to judge people? Examples include that we
have sinned against him, he alone knows everything, he is truthful, and he

never makes a mistake.

Why is it good that God judges? Examples include that it shows God does
not approve of all the sin and hurt people are doing, that God will one day

put an end to all evil and make the world perfect again, and that Satan
does not win.

Does God judge our actions? Yes, God knows everything we do.
Does God judge our words? Yes, God hears every word we say.
Does God judge our thoughts? Yes, God knows every one of our
thoughts.

Does God judge our hearts? Yes, God knows what we are feeling.

about what God thinks of us? Why?
Canwej udge who is going to heaven

Bible Reading This Week: Various Scriptures

Word of the Day: Redeemer

This week we will examine what 1 Peter teaches us about God. God is often
mentioned in 1 Peter; in fact, he is mentioned a full thirty-nine times, which is
once every forty-three words! God is mentioned more frequently in 1 Peter than
in any other book of the New Testament. Today we are examining the reference
to God as our redeemer in 1 Peter 1:187 21. The idea of a redeemer is taken
from the exodus (Ex. 15:111 8 ; Deut. 7:8; 15:15).

slavery to the cruel Pharaoh and God came as their redeemer to set them free.
Likewise, people are slaves to such things as Satan, sin, and death until Jesus

redeems them. This is why Titus 2:13i114 s ays, ARJesus Ch

us

to redeem us. 0

What are people slaves to (meaning they cannot get free from it)?
Examples include Satan, sin, and death.

and hel

Ther e,

rist

Who is our redeemer who frees us from slavery to live new lives? Jesus is

our redeemer.

How does Jesus redeem us? He died on the cross for our sins and rose
for our salvation as our redeemer.

Why does Jesus redeem us? So that we can live new lives with God.

Parents, this is a good opportunity to explain what God has redeemed you

from through Jesus Christ. Explain to your children the sins that have

stopped in your life since you met Jesus. Answer any questions they may

have about what has changed in your life since you started walking
faithfully with God.

88

Go



Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: Various Scriptures

Word of the Day: Gracious

This week we will examine what 1 Peter teaches us about God. God is often
mentioned in 1 Peter; in fact, he is mentioned a full thirty-nine times, which is
once every forty-three words! God is mentioned more frequently in 1 Peter than
in any other book of the New Testament. Today we are examining the reference
to God as the God of all grace in 1 Peter 5:10. By speaking of God as gracious,
the Bible means that he is patient, loving, selfless, generous, kind, and altogether
good.

1. What does it mean that God is gracious? Examples include that he is
patient, loving, selfless, generous, kind, and good.

2. How has God been gracious to you?

3. How has God been gracious to your family?

4. Do other religions believe God is gracious? No, they believe that you only
get from God what you earn by working hard, but the Bible teaches that
God is gracious.

5. How would life be worse if God was not gracious?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18i 25 (Submission to Ungodly Authority)
Word of the Day: Suffering

Sometimes we get in trouble because we sin. Sometimes we suffer not because
we sinned but because someone is sinning against us. When Peter wrote his
letters, the Christians were suffering because other people were being mean to
them just because they worshiped God. Some of the Christians were even slaves
whose masters hurt them and they could not do anything about it because slaves
were not protected by the law. So, Peter wrote them a letter teaching them how
Jesus suffered when people sinned against him and how he is our example of
how to treat mean people who do bad things to us.

1. What is suffering? Suffering is when you are hurt by someone who sins
against you.

2. Should we stop being Christians because some people make fun of us or
are mean to us? No, we should ask them to stop, pray for them, and keep
living as Christians.

3. Did Jesus suffer? Yes.

4. How did Jesus suffer? Examples include Judas betrayed him, his friends
did not help him when he needed them, he was arrested and accused of
bad things he did not do, he was beaten, and he was killed.

5. How did Jesus treat people who made him suffer? Jesus loved them,
forgave them, and did not sin against them.

6. What can we learn about suffering from how Jesus suffered?
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Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18i 25 (Submission to Ungodly Authority)

Word of the Day: Sorrow

Peter tells us that some things in life will give us sorrows, or make us sad. This is

because sometimes life is difficult. In hard times it is okay to be sad and even to

cry. After all, even Jesus was someti mes sad
sorrows. o0 The shortest verse in the Bible sa
Christians are allowed to be honest about their feelings like Jesus was, which

means sometimes we have joy and sometimes we have sorrow.

1. What are some times in the Bible when Jesus had sorrow? Examples
i nclude Jesus6 sadness thatnheiprayed ri end L a
in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before he died, and when he saw
his mother Mary at the foot of his cross.

2. What does the shortest verse in the Bible
wept . o

3. Is it okay for Christians to sometimes be happy and sometimes be sad?
Yes.

4. What are your happiest memories?
5. What are your saddest memories?

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18i 25 (Submission to Ungodly Authority)
Word of the Day: Endurance

Peter says that Christians are to have endurance when we face hard times.
Endurance is the determination to keep doing what is right and living like Jesus
wants us to no matter what. Everyone has things in life that they want to give up
on but they need to endure. So, today we will discuss endurance, or what the
theologians call perseverance of the saints.

1. What does it mean for Christians to endure or persevere?

2. What are some things that you want to quit doing because they are
difficult (e.g., school work, chores, loving a difficult friend)?

3. What are some things you can do to help yourself endure better?

4. Parents, this is a good opportunity to share with your children struggles in
your life that are difficult for you to endure (e.qg., illness, unemployment,
financial shortfalls, a tough job). Explain to them what you are doing to
endure and persevere and why.

5. How can we be praying for each other to endure? Parents, this is a good
time to take a few moments over dinner and pray for each other in areas
needing endurance.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18i 25 (Submission to Ungodly Authority)
Word of the Day: Atonement
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Peter says that Jesus bore our sins in his body on the cross so that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness. What he means is that because Jesus died in
our place for our sins, we can put our sins to death and live a new life by the
power of God the Holy Spirit. The word that Bible teachers use to explain this is
atonement. Atonement means we can be at-one with God because of Jesus so
that our sinful life goes away and our new life comes.

1. Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died in our place for our sins.

2. Since Jesus died for our sins, what can we do with our sins? We can put
our sins to death, or stop doing a sin and instead live a better life as a
Christian.

3. What kind of sins can Jesus help you to stop doing?

4. What kind of good things can Jesus help you to start doing?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18i 25 (Submission to Ungodly Authority)

Word of the Day: Healing

Peter quotes I|Isaiah 53:5 and says that we ¢
death on the cross. This means that in this life some people are healed of

sickness. It also means that all Christians are healed after they die and resurrect

with new bodies that never get sick or hurt ever again.

1. What does healing mean? It means that God heals our sickness by a
miracle.

2. Does God want us to pray for sick people to be healed? Yes (e.g., James
5:14).

3. Are there any sick people we should be praying for? Parents, this is a

good opportunity to take some time and pray with your child(ren) for sick

people your family knows.

Is every Christian healed in this life? No.

Is every Christian healed in heaven? Yes.

What do you think it will be like in heaven where no one gets sick, hurt, or

dies?

o gk

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18i 25 (Submission to Ungodly Authority)
Word of the Day: Sheep

Peter says that people who sin are like straying sheep. Sheep are mentioned
more than any other animal in the Bible, roughly four hundred times altogether.
Sheep often wander away from their shepherd who looks after them. This is
dangerous because sheep do not have any way to defend themselves and
wolves and other animals will kill them. When we sin and wander away from God
we are like sheep who are in danger of being hurt.

1. Which animal is mentioned the most in the Bible? Sheep.
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2. How are people like sheep? We need to stay close to God for protection
and if we wander away from God we are in danger like sheep.

3. Are sheep a strong and tough animal? No, they are nice but cannot fight
back if other animals like wolves try to hurt them.

4. In what ways do you wander from God like sheep wander from their
shepherd?

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 2:18i 25 (Submission to Ungodly Authority)
Word of the Day: Shepherd

Peter says that Christians are like sheep and that Jesus is like our Shepherd.
Shepherds look after their sheep, protect their sheep from animals that want to
hurt them (like wolves), and make sure the sheep have food to eat and water to
drink. If you want to study more about sheep and shepherds, Psalm 23 explains
them in great detail.

1. Who looks after the sheep? The shepherd.
2. What kinds of things does a good shepherd do? Feeds the sheep,
protects the sheep, leads the sheep, etc.
3. If a sheep wanders away from the shepherd, what does he do? He goes
and finds the lost sheep and brings them back to the flock and takes care
of them.
4. How are Christians | i ke sheep? See yester
examples of possible answers.
5. How is Jesus like a shepherd to Christians? Examples include he leads
us, protects us, feeds us, takes care of us, etc.

Witness #3 1 Marriage

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1i 6 (Marriage and Women)

Word of the Day: Marriage (Part 1)

In 1 Peter 3:11 6 Peter speaks of marriage. God is the one who made us male
and female and invented marriage for one man and one woman (Gen. 2:1871 25).
The Bible also teaches that Jesus is like a husband and the church is like his wife
whom he loves (Eph. 5:221 33). This means that Christians who get married are
supposed to love one another like Jesus and the church.

Who is supposed to get married? One man and one woman.

Who invented marriage? God did.

Who were the first people to ever get married? Adam and Eve.

Parent(s), this is a good opportunity to answer any questions your
child(ren) may have about marriage. Explain your own marriage and how
you met one another and courted (if you are married). Also explain to
them the importance of being a Christian and marrying a Christian and
why and how you will help decide whom they date and marry.

PwpnPE
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Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1i 6 (Marriage and Women)

Word of the Day: Marriage (Part 2)

Peter was a pastor who wrote the letter that became a book of the Bible to help
his people. Some of the women in his church were Christians who were married
to men who were not Christians. The Bible teaches that Christians are only
supposed to marry Christians (2 Cor. 6:1471 15). But some Christians sin and
marry non-Christians. Also, sometimes two non-Christians marry and then one of
them becomes a Christian. It is very difficult for a Christian to be married to a
non-Christian because they do not worship God together, pray together, study
the Bible together, or want to do everything that God says.

1. Should a Christian marry a non-Christian? No.

2. What are some reasons a Christian might be married to a non-Christian?
Examples include sinful reasons (e.g., a Christian marrying a non-
Christian) and not sinful reasons (e.g., two people were not Christians
when they married and then one became a Christian).

3. How is it difficult for a Christian to be married to a non-Christian?
Examples include they do not worship God together, study the Bible
together, or go to church together, and they will want to raise their children
differently.

4. Parents, this is a good time for you to explain why you want your children
to be Christians who only date and marry Christians. Answer any
guestions they may have about this important subject.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1i 6 (Marriage and Women)

Word of the Day: Submission

Peter says that a wife should submit to her husband. What this does not mean is
that men are better than women, or that a husband can be mean to his wife in
any way. What this does mean is that a wife is supposed to respect her husband
so that he knows she loves him, as Peter says.

1. What kinds of things are disrespectful for a wife to do? Examples include
yelling at her husband, throwing things at him, saying mean things about
him to other people when he is not around, etc.

2. What kinds of things are respectful for a wife to do? Examples include
speaking nicely to her husband, not saying bad things about him when he
Is not around, and speaking the truth to him in a way that is not mean.

3. If people treat one another with respect, how does it make their
relationship better?

4. Is there anyone who is disrespectful to you? If so, how? How does it make
you feel?

5. Is there anyone that you need to work to be more respectful to? Who?
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Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1i 6 (Marriage and Women)

Word of the Day: Good deeds

Peter says that Christian women should be known for their good deeds and
conduct.

1. What are good deeds? Good things we do out of love for God and other
people.

2. What are some good deeds a loving wife does for her husband?

3. Why is it good to start serving other people when you are little to help you
get ready to be married one day?

4. Parents, this is a good opportunity for everyone in the family to give some
examples of good deeds they have seen in the actions of other family
members so as to encourage good deeds in one another.

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1i 6 (Marriage and Women)

Word of the Day: True beauty

Peter says that Christian women should dress with modesty. This does not mean

that they should not dress attractively and nicely, but rather that they should not

dress seductively. Too often girls and women are pressured to be only

concerned about what they look like on the outside rather than the inside.

However, since God | ooks at our hearts, we s
and see that their true beauty is their love for God and holy character.

1. What is true beauty? True beauty is what is in the heart of someone who
loves God and other people.
2. What is a gentle spirit for a woman? Loving, kind, encouraging, and
truthful.
3. What is a quiet spirit for a woman? She speaks wisdom and truth in a way
that is loving and helpful for other people, including her husband.
4. How does a womanédés character make her bea
5. What are some characteristics of a woman with beautiful character?

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1i 6 (Marriage and Women)

Word of the Day: Sarah

Peter says that there are partsof Sarahds | ife from Genesis t|
example for other women. She was a very old woman, barren, and without any

children. Yet God promised her that she would have a baby. Hebrews 11:11 says

she had such great faith in God that she believed God would give her a baby.

Therefore, Sarah is one example of a woman who trusted God to take care of her

even when life was very difficult.

1. What does the name Sarah mean? Sarah mean
2. How old was Sarah when God told her she would have a baby? Sixty-five.
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3. How old was Sarah when she had the baby? Ninety.
4. Did Sarah trust God for the baby even though it required a miracle? Yes (if
you want you can read Hebrews 11:11 where it says this).

5. What was the name of Sarahdés son? | saac.
6. What does Isaac mean? Laughter.

7. What can girls and women | earn from Sar ah
Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:1i 6 (Marriage and Women)

Word of the Day: Holy women

Peter says that women (young and old) can learn a lot by studying the lives of
the holy women who lived in the days of the Old Testament. So, today we will
discuss some of the godly women in the Old Testament.

1. Name one godly woman at a time from the Old Testament, tell what you
know about her story, and share what good things we can learn from her
life. Examples include that Sarah trusted God for a miracle baby, Ruth
loved God and worked hard after her husband died, Esther loved God and
saved God,ahe PrpverbsB1l woman worked hard and took good
care of her family, etc.

2. Who are your favorite women in the Bible? Why?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7 (Marriage and Men)

Word of the Day: Love

Peter says that Christian husbands are to be loving, kind, tender, and sweet to

their wives. This is because marriage is a p
church and husbands are to love their wives like Jesus loves the church. Love

includes the words we say, the gifts we give, the time we spend together, how we

serve, and how we touch one another.

1. Why does Peter say that husbands must love their wives? Because
husbands are to act like Jesus.

2. How can our words be loving? How can our words be unloving?

3. How can our service be loving? How can our service be unloving (e.g., we
only serve people who serve us)?

4. How can our gifts be loving? How can our gifts be unloving?

5. How can our time together with people be loving? How can we be
unloving when we spend time with people?

6. How can the way we touch people be loving (e.g., hugs)? How can we
touch people in a way that is unloving (e.g., shoving, hitting)?

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7 (Marriage and Men)
Word of the Day: Understanding
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Peter says that one way that a husband can love his wife is to be understanding.
This means he is considerate, thinks of things from her point of view, listens to
her, and tries very hard to always think of her and do things that are best for her.

1. What does it mean to be an understanding person? Examples include
being a good listener, thinking of other people and not being selfish, trying
to understand other people, being patient, kind, considerate, etc.

2. Who do you know that is an understanding person who listens to you and
helps you?

3. How good are you at being understanding toward other people?

4. Are there any people you can do a better job being understanding with?

5. What can you do to be more understanding with people?

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7 (Marriage and Men)

Word of the Day: Honor

Peter says that husbands are supposed to honor their wives. This means that a
husband should not be rude to his wife, mean to his wife, speak in a mean way to
his wife, ever threaten her or make her scared, or ever hit or hurt her in any way.
Sadly, some men do not control their tempers and they are mean to their wives
and children, which is a sin.

1. What does it mean to honor people? Examples include it means we are to
speak lovingly, act kindly, and treat people with respect.

What do we call it when people do not honor other people? Sin.

What are some ways in which you have not honored someone?

What are some ways in which you have honored someone?

Is it easier to be friends with someone who honors you? Why?

ablrown

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7 (Marriage and Men)

Word of the Day: Weaker

Peter says that when someone is stronger than another person it is a sin for the
stronger person to bully and push around the weaker person. Sometimes men
sin terribly by pushing around and bullying their wives and children just because
they are not as strong and tough.

1. How should we treat someone who is weaker (e.g., younger children)? We
should love and protect them and not push them around or bully them.

2. Is it a bad thing to be weaker than someone else? No, everyone is weaker
than someone else.

3. What kinds of things do bullies do? Examples include they call names,
they hurt peopleds feelings, they
what they do not want to do, etc.

4. Is there anyone that you sometimes bully? If so, explain.

5. Is there anyone who sometimes bullies you? If so, explain.
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Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7 (Marriage and Men)

Word of the Day: Heirs

Peter says that Christian husbands and wives
heir is someone who is part of a family and gets all the benefits and rewards of

being part of that family. What Peter is saying is that for Christians, God is our

Father and he shares with us every good thing. So, when we go to heaven we

wi || |l ive in Godds house, eat Goddés food, an
Bible says even has streets lined with gold.

1. What is an heir? Examples include someone who gets to enjoy everything

in their family and has a huge inheritance waiting for them.

Who are Goddos heirs? Al Christians.
What kind of things do you think God will have for you to enjoy in heaven?
What do you think heaven will be like?

Who do you want to meet in heaven?

abrwn

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7 (Marriage and Men)

Word of the Day: Prayer

Peter says that husbands who are mean to their wives will not have their prayers
answered by God. What this means is that husbands who do not lovingly serve
their wives will not be lovingly served by God until they change and stop sinning
against their wives. God says this because sometimes people can be really
mean to other people and God wants them to stop being mean and so he warns
them to be nice.

1. What is prayer? Examples include that prayer is talking to God.

2. When we pray, do we have to get the words perfect or does God know our
heart and what we are trying to say? God knows our thoughts and hearts
and so our prayer should be sincere but need not be perfect.

How often do you pray to God?

Is there anything about praying to God that is hard for you?

What are Godds answers to our prayers? Ye
Why does God sometimes not answer the prayers of people? If they are
being mean to other people, God wants them to stop being mean and so
he tells them he will answer their prayers and help them only if they want
to be nice to people.

o gk w

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:7 (Marriage and Men)

Word of the Day: Marriage

The first marriage in the Bible is in Genesis 1 and 2. There, God made our first
parents Adam and Eve. Then God brought them together and married them.
Therefore, God created marriage to be for one man and one woman.
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Who created marriage? God did.

Who can be married? One man and one woman (Gen. 2:18i 25).

Do you ever want to be married? Explain.

What kind of person would you want to marry? Examples include a
Christian, a woman who is respectful, or a husband who is loving and
kind.

5. Do you have any questions about marriage?

PwpnPE

Witness #4 1 Suffering

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8i 17 (Suffering to Bless)

Word of the Day: Unity

Peter says that Christians should have unity of mind with other Christians in their
church. By unity of mind, Peter does not mean that we agree on everything. But
he does mean that we all think the same regarding the most important things.
The kind of things that all Christians are supposed to have unity of mind about
are things |ike believing the Bible is Godos
Jesus is God who died for our sin, that Jesus rose from death to give us new life,
and that when we sin we should repent and when we are sinned against we
should forgive.

1. What is unity of mind? Examples include agreeing on the most important
parts of Christianity.

2. How can Christians have unity of mind? By reading and studying the Bible
with the help of God the Holy Spirit.

3. What should Christians do if they do not have unity of mind and disagree
about something important? They should pray for God to teach them,
study the Bible to find the truth, and learn from other godly people to help
them.

4. What happens when Christians do not have unity of mind? Examples
include they sometimes fight, or even stop being friends.

5. Are there any things that your parents believethatyou dondét agree wi't
Explain.

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8i 17 (Suffering to Bless)

Word of the Day: Sympathy

Peter says that Christians are supposed to have sympathy. What this means is

that Christians are supposed to be loving and consider other people and their

feelings and needs. No one is perfect, everyone sins, and God is working on

every Christian all the time. Sympathy is when we are loving, patient, kind, and

helpful with one another. Sympathy is understanding that some people are just

not good at some things, or that they wonot
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learn more, which takes time. Sympathy is not demanding that people be perfect,
but loving them to help them always grow to be more like Jesus.

1. What are some ways that we can act without sympathy? Examples

include being mean, impatient, demanding, or expecting everyone to be

like us.

Who has shown you sympathy? How?

3. Who have you shown sympathy to? How?

4. How does God have sympathy with us? Examples include he is patient
with us, serves us, and works hard to help us all the time.

5. When you are with younger children, how is it hard for you to have
sympathy for them?

6. Are there any people it is hard for you to treat with sympathy? Who?

no

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8i 17 (Suffering to Bless)

Word of the Day: Brothers

Peter says that Christians should have brotherly love for one another. What he
means is that because God is our Father, the church is like a family, and we
should treat other Christians kind of like brothers treat one another. Brothers love
one another, spend time together, do things together, help one another, and
sometimes disagree or even fight but always work it out because they love one
another.

1. How is the church like a family? God is our Father and Christians are like
brothers and sisters.

2. How do loving brothers treat one another?

3. What are some ways that brothers sin against one another?

4. What does the Bible mean when it says Christians should love one
another like brothers do?

5. Is there any Christian who has loved you like a brother? Who?

6. Is there any Christian whom you have loved like a brother? Whom?

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8i 17 (Suffering to Bless)

Word of the Day: Tender heart

Peter says that God the Holy Spirit helps us to have a tender heart. A tender
heart is a heart that loves God, loves people, feels bad when someone has been
hurt or sinned against, and wants to do the right thing. The opposite of a tender
heart is a hard heart that does not submit to God, treat people nicely, or
apologize when something wrong is done. Everyone gets a hard heart
sometimes and needs to pray to Jesus, asking him to help us have a tender
heart.

1. What is a tender heart?
2. What is the opposite of a tender heart? A hard heart.
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3. How is a tender heart different than a hard heart?
4. Are people with tender hearts loving and happy? Why?
5. How is your heart lately, more tender or hard? Why?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8i 17 (Suffering to Bless)

Word of the Day: Humble mind

Peter says that Christians need a humble mind. A humble mind believes that the
Bible is true, is willing to learn, does not pretend to know everything, listens to
teachers and parents, and does not brag about what it knows and how smart it is.
The opposite of a humble mind is a proud mindd | i k e 8 ¢hat doerdnst
obey God or humbly learn.

1. What is a humble mind?
2. Why do proud people not learn very much?
3. What does the Bible say about pride? Parents, good verses to read and
even memorize about pride include:
T ATher e ar e s i kormHatesnsgwen thahasetan t h e
abomination to hi m: hidlt)ghty eyes. o (Pr

f APride and arrogance and the way of ev
hat e. 0813Pr ov.

T AiEveryone who i s arrogant iLorRDh e ar t i s
be assured, he wil |l not go unpuni shed.

T APride goes before destruction, and a
(Prov. 16:18).

T AClothe yoursel ves, owdrdoneafothgr,don, wi t h h

0God opposes the proud but gives grace
5:5, cf. James 4.6)
4. Was Jesus humble or proud? Parents, if you want you can follow this point
up by reading and discussing Philippians 2:17 11.

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8i 17 (Suffering to Bless)

Word of the Day: Suffering

Sometimes Christians suffer because they sin or do something foolish. But Peter

says that sometimes Christians suffer not because they have sinned or done

anything wrong, but just because other people do not like Christians. The

suffering that Peter speaks of happens when others make fun of you because

you are a Christian, they donét want to be vy
why you read the Bible, pray, and go to church because they do not do those

things so they think you are weird.

1. What kinds of things do Christians do that are different than what non-
Christians do?

2. What kinds of things do Christians sometimes get made fun of for?

3. Has anyone ever picked on you because you are a Christian? Explain.
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4. Did people pick on Jesus because he loved and obeyed God? What did
they do to him?

5. How did Jesus respond to people who made fun of him and picked on
him?

6. How can you be like Jesus when people pick on you for being a Christian?

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:8i 17 (Suffering to Bless)

Word of the Day: Apologetics

Peter says that Christians should lovingly answer any questions non-Christians

have about Jesus, the Bible, and Christianity. This is called apologetics.

Apologetics is when Christians study the Bible and Christian books and articles

to find answers to peopleds questions to hel

1. Are there any people who have asked you questions about the Bible or
Jesus or Christianity? Who asked, and what questions did they ask?

2. Are there any questions you have about Jesus or the Bible or Christianity?
Parents, there are a number of good articles and book recommendations
for apologetics at www.equip.org if your children are old enough to start
doing further study on big questions about their faith.

3. Why is it better to try and answer peopl e
and fight with them if they are being mean to you for being a Christian?

4. Parents, this is a good time for you to share the big questions you have
wrestled with and how God helped you through books, friends, sermons,
etc., to get the answers you needed.

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18i 22 (Suffering to Learn)

Word of the Day: Hero

Peter says that because Jesusd | ife was with
example for us to learn from and follow. In this way, Jesus should be our hero.

Unlike the heroes of cartoons and video games, Jesus is real and helps us be

like him. Furthermore, when Jesus suffered because people were sinning against

him, he forgave them and loved them.

What is a hero? Someone we look up to, want to be like, etc.
Who are some of your heroes? Why?

Why is Jesus the best hero of all?

What can you learn from how Jesus treated his enemies?
Are there any people sinning against you? Explain.

arwnpE

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18i 22 (Suffering to Learn)

Word of the Day: Reconciliation

Even though we wer e Go dudsn, Reteresays teasthrdughc ause of
Jesus we can be reconciled to God as friends. Reconciliation is when enemies
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become friends, when people who are not close become loving, and when
conflict is replaced with peace. Because Jesus died for our sins on the cross, all
our sins are forgiven and we can be reconciled to God through Jesus. Also, when
people sin against one another, Jesus can forgive that sin and take it away so
that people can be reconciled as friends too.

1. What is reconciliation?

2. What is the only way that people can be reconciled to God?

3. How does Jesus make it possible for people to be reconciled to one
another?

4. What happens if people are not reconciled but are enemies?

5. Are you reconciled to God through Jesus? Explain.

6. Is there anyone you need to be reconciled to? Explain.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18i 22 (Suffering to Learn)

Word of the Day: Noah

Peter uses Noah as an example for us to learn from. Noah lived in the desert
when God told him to build a huge boat called an ark. Hebrews 11:7 says that
Noah had faith in God. Noah demonstrated this faith by building an ark in the
middle of the desert with the help of his sons for about 120 years. The ark was
an enormous 1.4 million cubic feet, or the size of 522 modern railroad boxcars
and was shaped like a battle ship. Noah suffered because people did not believe
that a flood was coming. They made fun of Noah even though he preached for
them to have faith in God. The flood eventually came and everyone but Noah
and his family died because no one else got on the ark to be saved. Like Noah,
today we live by faith that one day Jesus will come back and everyone will be
sent to heaven or hell. Until that day comes, people will make fun of Christians
like they made fun of Noah. We should still love people and preach the gospel to
them like Noah did in hopes that they will have faith in God and will not suffer in
hell like the people suffered in the flood.

1. Tell me/us the story of Noah as best you can.

2. What did Noah do that showed he had faith in God? He spent 120 years
building the ark.

3. What did people think of Noah while he was building he ark? They made
fun of him.

4. Did Noah stop building the ark so that people would stop making fun of
him? No.

5. Should we stop doing what is right because people make fun of us? No.

6. Will Jesus judge people one day like he did in the flood of Noah? Yes.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:181 22 (Suffering to Learn)
Word of the Day: Cleansing
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Peter says that Jesus died, was buried, and rose from death to cleanse us from
our sins. He also says that Christians show that they belong to Jesus by being
baptized. In baptism, we are put under the water like Jesus was put under the
earth, and then brought up like Jesus rose from death. In doing this we show that
we believe in and belong to Jesus and that he cleanses us from sin like water
cleanses us from dirt.

1. How does baptism remind us of Jesus?

2. Does baptism make you a Christian? No, believing in Jesus makes you a
Christian but Christians who believe in Jesus get baptized to show they
believe.

3. Have you ever seen someone get baptized? What did you think?

4. How does Jesus cleanse us from sin like water cleanses us from dirt?

5. Have you been baptized? If so, what was it like? If not, are you a Christian
and would you like to be? Parents, this is a good time for you to see if your
children are truly regenerated Christians and whether they are ready to be
baptized.

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18i 22 (Suffering to Learn)

Word of the Day: Heaven

Peter says that after dying for our sin and rising from death, Jesus returned to
heaven, where today he rules as God. In heaven, Jesus sits at the right hand of
God, which is the seat of power and honor. From there he rules over all people
and angels.

Is Jesus dead today?

Where is Jesus today?

Who does Jesus rule over today?

Is anyone more powerful than Jesus?

What do you think it will be like in heaven to see Jesus on his throne?

arwnhE

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18i 22 (Suffering to Learn)

Word of the Day: Angels

Peter says that Jesus rules over all the angels. Unlike God, angels were created.

Unlike God, an angel does not know everything, cannot do anything because

they are not as powerful as God, and cannot be everywhere at one time. Angels

are good spirits who |l ove God, worship God,
people. Unlike people, angels do not have a body and they never die.

What is an angel?

Are angels as powerful as God?

Who made angels?

How do angels serve God?

Do angels have bodies like people do?

agrwnE
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Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 3:18i 22 (Suffering to Learn)

Word of the Day: Demons

In saying that Jesus rules over all angels, Peter is also saying that Jesus rules
over bad angels, which are also called demons in the Bible. Bad angels do not
love God. Instead, they follow Satan, who was a bad angel that tried to defeat
God and was kicked out of heaven for sinning. Demons came with him to earth
and they do bad things to people. Satan and demons tempt people to sin, tell lies
about God, and hurt people. Because Jesus is more powerful than demons,
Christians can pray to Jesus for protection and he will keep us safe from
demons.

Who is Satan?

What are demons?

What kinds of bad things do demons do?

Is Jesus more powerful than demons?

How does prayer to Jesus protect us from demons?

arwnE

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1i 11 (Suffering to Serve)

Word of theDay: God 6s wi | |

Peter says that Christansshoul d | i ve their | ives according
This means that we cannot always do what other people tell us, or even what we

want to do. Instead, we are to trust that God is smarter than we are, loves us,

and that doing what he says is always best.

1. Why is it best to do Goddés will for our |
2. How does reading and studying the Bible h
3. How does prayer help us know Godbés will?
4. How do Christian family and friends help
5. Inwhat other ways canwe learnof God 6 s wi | | for our |lives?
Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1i 11 (Suffering to Serve)

Word of the Day: Idolatry

Peter says that sin is ultimately caused by idolatry. Idolatry is when we love
something or someone more than God. Sometimes, idolatry is taking good things
(like sports, video games, or friends) and making them more important to us than
God so that they become bad things because we are not using them rightly.

1. What is idolatry?

2. Which people and their opinions of you could become more important to
you than God?

3. Which things do you enjoy so much that they could become more
important to you than God?
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4. How is Jesus better than idols? Examples include he loves us, serves us,
and lets us enjoy the good things he gives without worshiping them.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1i 11 (Suffering to Serve)

Word of the Day: Hospitality

Hospitality is opening our life and home to welcome people in and build
friendships with them. Hospitality begins with God who has become our friend
and welcomes us into his home for a huge party in heaven (Isa. 25:61 8).
Hospitality includes having friends and family over, and especially neighbors and
non-Christian friends. People do not often have others over to their homes for
dinners and parties anymore, so this is an important ministry for Christians to
love people.

1. What is hospitality?

2. What are some fun times you have had eating and playing at other
peopl edbs homes?

3. What are your happiest memories of having people over to eat and play at
your home?

4. When you have people over, what can you do to be unselfish and serve
them?

5. Which people should you invite over to your home? Parents, you may
want to start planning more hospitality (
hosting a community group, scheduling play dates, or having the
neighbors over for a social time or holiday party.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:11 11 (Suffering to Serve)

Word of the Day: Grumbling

Peter says that a common sin for people is grumbling. Grumbling is when we talk
back, argue, complain, and generally just have a bad attitude. The best-known
grumblers in the Bible were the Israelites in the Old Testament. God made them
walk around the wilderness for forty years because they would not stop
grumbling against their leader, Moses, and God himself. They grumbled about
everything from the food God gave them to eat to the water he gave them to
drink.

What is grumbling?

Is grumbling a sin?

How long did the Israelites grumble in the days of Moses?
When was the last time you grumbled?

What do you grumble about most often?

Does grumbling help anything or make anything better?

A A

Thursday
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1i 11 (Suffering to Serve)
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Word of the Day: Spiritual gifts

Peter says that rather than grumbling, Christians should try and make the world a
better place by using their spiritual gift(s) to serve people. Every Christian has at
least one spiritual gift, and some Christians have more than one. Spiritual gifts
are abilities God gives us to do ministry. When we use our spiritual gift(s) we are
often happy because we are doing what God made us to do. Some of the
spiritual gifts are teaching, leading, evangelism, helping, mercy, service, biblical
counseling, encouragement, wisdom, administration, giving, faith, discernment,
and hospitality.

What is a spiritual gift?

Who has spiritual gifts?

What kinds of things do you like to do for other people?

What might your spiritual gift be?

Why is helping people better than grumbling about them and more like
how Jesus treats us?

agrwnPE

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1i 11 (Suffering to Serve)

Word of the Day: Ministry

Peter teaches that every Christian, no matter how young they are, has important
ministry to do. In this way, every Christian is like a pastor who loves and helps
people. Peter teaches that our ministry is with our hands and our mouths. With
our hands we serve people for Jesus, and with our mouths we speak to people
about Jesus.

What is ministry?

Who is in ministry?

What are the two kinds of ministry?

Do you feel you are better at helping people with the works of your hands
or the words of your mouth?

5. Why is it nice of God to let us each do ministry?

e

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:1i 11 (Suffering to Serve)

Word of the Day: Glory

Peter says that all glory belongs to Jesus. He means that Jesus should be the
most important person in our life and that we should do everything we can to
make sure that other people see how wonderful he is. The word glory means
something like the blazing glow that happens in a fire. When we sit around a fire
and put a stick in, the end of that stick glows red from the fire, or glories. So,
when we walk with Jesus and stay close to him, we too burn with the glory of
God so that other people see how Jesus changes our life and he gets all the
glory for the good things we have and do.

1. Who should get all the glory?
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How is glorying in Jesus sort of like putting a stick in a fire?

Do angels glorify Jesus? Yes, they serve him and sing songs of worship to
him.

4. How does our singing worship songs to Jesus glorify him?

5. Is it possible to glorify Jesus in every area of life?

6. Is there any area of your life in which you are struggling to glorify Jesus?

wn

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12i 19 (Suffering to Worship)

Word of the Day: Rejoice

Peter says that even though life can be very difficult, we need to find reasons to

rejoice in God. God is good, and he is always good to us. Yet, when life is hard it

can be difficult to see the ways God is being good to us. So, we should work

evenharderi n tough times to see Gododés grace and
when Jesus returns and sin is gone there will be nothing but rejoicing forever.

Why should we rejoice in God?

Why is rejoicing in God sometimes harder when life is tough?
What reasons do you have to rejoice in God?

What has God done in your life that you should be thankful for?

N

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12i 19 (Suffering to Worship)

Word of the Day: Spirit

Peter says that Christians can worship God because they have the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is God and the third member of the Trinity. He has forever lived in
relationship with God the Father and God the Son (Jesus Christ) in perfect love,
communication, and joy. Because the Holy Spirit lives in Christians, he teaches
us about God, convicts us of sin that separates us from God, and enables us to
worship God.

1. Who is the Holy Spirit?

2. How does the Bible teach us that the Holy Spirit is a person and not just a
force? He is a person who can be grieved (Eph. 4:30), resisted (Acts
7:51), and insulted (Heb. 10:29).

3. Is the Holy Spirit God? Yes (Acts 5:3i 4; 2 Cor. 3:171 18).

4. Does the Holy Spirit live in everyone? No, only Christians (Eph. 1:1371 14).

5. What does the Holy Spirit do for Christians? Examples include he saves
us, convicts us of sin, teaches us the Bible he inspired to be written, gives
us spiritual gifts, gives us love for Jesus, helps us to pray, and helps us to
worship God.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:121 19 (Suffering to Worship)
Word of the Day: Worship
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Everyone worships someone or something. Worship is giving ourselves for
someone or something because they are most important to us. Worship includes
singing but is much bigger than that and is our whole life. Some people worship
their job, or their hobby, or their sport, or what other people think of them.
Christians worship God the Father through God the Son by the power of God the
Holy Spirit. Peter says that when people are being made fun of for being
Christians it is a good time to worship God by staying devoted to him and doing
what is right.

1. What is worship?

2. What is the opposite of worship? Idolatry, worshiping someone or
something other than God.

3. Is worship just singing or is it singing plus all of life?

4. Why do some people stop worshiping God when people make fun of them

for being a Christian?

Do you worship God? Why, or why not?

Is there anything we could do to include more worship singing in our

family? Parents, this may include buying some worshipful music for your

c hi | dddlistening’o worship music in the car and singing together, etc.

oo

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12i 19 (Suffering to Worship)

Word of the Day: Consequence

When we sin, there are consequences. Peter says that Christians should not be
people who suffer because of their sinful choices. Peter says that we should not
be murderers who hurt people, thieves who steal from people, evildoers who sin
against people, or meddlers who gossip about people and stick our nose in
things that are not our business. When we sin in these ways there are bad
consequences for us and other people. By seeing the harm that is caused by the
consequences of our sin, we learn the importance of worshiping God in all of life.

What is a consequence?

What are the consequences of sinful choices for us and other people?
What is murder?

What is stealing?

What is evildoing?

What is meddling?

oOuhswNE

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12i 19 (Suffering to Worship)

Word of the Day: Shame

Peter says that people who sin and do not repent and change feel shame. This
means that they feel guilty, bad, sad, and frustrated. People who have shame
tend to hide their sin from other people and often try to pretend that things are
fine when they are not. However, Peter says that Christians should not be stuck
in feeling ashamed. This is because Jesus died to forgive our sins and by the
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power of the Holy Spirit we can repent and change so that we no longer do the
things we are ashamed of.

Why do people feel shame?

What is shame?

What kinds of things do ashamed people often do?
How should Christians deal with shame from sin?
Is there any secret sin you are ashamed of?

arwnE

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12i 19 (Suffering to Worship)

Word of the Day: Trust

Peter says that when our life is difficult and people are making fun of us for being
a Christian it is more important than ever to trust God. This includes trusting that
he does exist, does love us, will help us, is ultimately in control of our lives, and
in eternity will sort everything out and make it right. This trusting in God is one of
the ways that we worship God.

What does it mean to trust God?

Why is it sometimes harder to trust God in tough times?

Have you ever struggled to trust God? Explain.

Parents, take some time to explain to your child(ren) a season or
circumstance in which you struggled to trust God, what you learned
through that struggle, and answer any questions they may have about
your experience in trusting God.

e

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 4:12i 19 (Suffering to Worship)

Word of the Day: Good works

Peter says that even when life is tough and people are making fun of us for being
Christians, we still need to do good works. Good works are those things we do
because God loves us and we want to obey him because we love him. Good
works is simply doing the right thing even when no one sees us except God and
even when people are not thankful for what we do.

What are good works?

What good works did Jesus do even when life was difficult?

Why should a Christian do good works?

What kind of good works does God want you to do?

What things make it hard for you to keep doing your good works?

arwnpE

Witness #5171 Humility

Sunday
Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:1i 5 (Humble Pastors)
Word of the Day: Elders
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Peter speaks of the leaders of the church and calls them elders, which is a word
that means the same thing as the word pastor. Elders are the male pastors who
teach the Bible, care for the people, and lead the church. Peter also says that he
is an elder-pastor of the people in his church.

1. What is an elder-pastor?

2. What kinds of things do elders-pastors do?

3. Do you know who the elders at your Mars Hill campus are? Parents, if not
and you want to find out, the Executive Elders are listed on the Mars Hill
Church website (www.marshillchurch.org) under AAbout, 0 and tF
el ders are |Iisted on each campusd page.

4. What would happen to a church if it did not have good pastors?

5. What can you be praying about for your church and pastors?

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:1i 5 (Humble Pastors)

Word of the Day: Witness

Peter says that he was a witness to the sufferings of Jesus Christ. This means

that he knew Jesus personally and was with him for three years. Peter saw Jesus

get arrested, crucified, and rise from death. In a day when there were no video

cameras or audio recorders, the testimony of an eyewitness was the best way to

know the facts about someoneds | ifBkBus So, Pet
the truth about Jesus.

1. What was Jesuso6 relationship with Peter?
2. How many years was Peter a disciple of Jesus?
3. Was there anyone who saw more of Jesuso t
Peter? No, Peter saw Jesus the most.
4. If people disagree with Peterabout Jesusd | ife, should we
them?
5. How do we know Peter is not lying about Jesus? He suffered for being a
Christian and was crucified upside down, which is not something he would
have endured for a lie.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:11 5 (Humble Pastors)

Word of the Day: Chief Shepherd

Peter says that in every church, Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. What this means is
that Jesus is ultimately the senior pastor. This means that all other pastors work
for Jesus and he is their boss. So, pastors are supposed to read the Bible and
pray so that they do what Jesus wants.

1. Who is the senior pastor of our church?

2. How do the pastors know what Jesus wants them to do?

3. Whose church is Mars Hill, the el dersoé or
4. Is there anyone at Mars Hill who is above Jesus?
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5. What kind of trouble happens when a pastor acts like he can do whatever
he wants and not what Jesus wants?

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:1i 5 (Humble Pastors)

Word of the Day: Crown

Peter says that pastors, like all Christians, do not get their reward in this life.

Rather, those who faithfully served Jesus will get a crown of righteousness in

Jesuso0d kingdom. I n Peterodés day princes and p
athletes, wore crowns. So, crowns were very special and it was a great honor to

wear one. To get a crown from Jesus will be the greatest honor we will ever

receive. Once we get our crown we can take i

feet to honor him for allowing us to live a life that honors him.

1. Do faithful Christians get their ultimate reward in this life or heaven?

2. Who wore crowns in Peterods day?

3. Who will crown us in heaven?

4. Do you think not getting our reward in this life will be worth it when we see
Jesus face to face and he crowns us?

5. If you live as a faithful Christian, what do you think you will do when you
meet Jesus and he crowns you?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:11 5 (Humble Pastors)

Word of the Day: Authority

Peter says that elders-pastors are to graciously, humbly, and lovingly exercise

their authority in the church. This authority means that when a pastor asks a

Christian in their church to do something be
supposed to respect their pastor and do what he asks.

1. Why does God give some people, like pastors, authority over other
people?

2. What should you do if someone in authority tells you to do something that
Is a sin?

3. What should you do if someone in authority (e.g., parent, pastor, teacher,
coach) asks you to do something that is in the Bible?

4. What happens to people, including children, who do not obey godly
authority?

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:1i 5 (Humble Pastors)

Word of the Day: Young people

Peter says that sometimes young people have a hard time listening to and
obeying older people. For children, this includes parents, grandparents, and
teachers. Still, younger people need to learn to listen to and obey older people
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who love them and love Jesus. This is so that the older people can help teach
and train the younger people.

1. Why do young people sometimes not listen to older people?

2. Which older people in your life are you supposed to listen to?

3. Are there any things that older people tell you to do that you do not feel is
right?

4. Why should you be thankful that there are older people in your life to love
you and help you grow up?

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:1i 5 (Humble Pastors)

Word of the Day: Humble leaders

Peter says that God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble. Pride is a
terrible sin, and so God cannot bless proud people. Humility is a great virtue, one
that Jesus had while on the earth. Peter warns that people in authority (like
pastors) can get proud and need to be humble so that God can bless them and
help them. So, every Christiand beginning with the pastorsd should pursue
humility by the grace of God and repent of pride whenever it shows up.

Why is humility better than pride?

Why are humble people easier to live with than proud people?

In what areas of your life do you struggle with pride?

Who do you know that you think is humble? Why?

Who looks up to and follows you and needs you to set a humble example?

agrwnE

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:61 14 (Humble Christians)

Word of the Day: Exaltation

Peter says that Christians should not be like other people who always do
everything they can to be noticed, be in charge, and be lifted up. Instead,
Christians should humbly work hard and do what God wants them to do. Then, if
God wants to raise them up to be leaders, famous, or powerful, he can do that for
them.

1. In what ways do humble people treat others better and nicer than proud
people do?

2. Why are humble people better leaders than proud people?

3. Have you ever had to work with a leader who was proud and selfish?
What was that like?

4. Is there anyone whom you have been proud with and need to be humble
with instead?

5. What kinds of things do we do when we are acting proud?

6. What kinds of things do we do when we are acting humble?

Monday
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Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:6i 14 (Humble Christians)

Word of the Day: Anxiety

Anxiety is anything that makes us worried, stressed out, and frustrated. Everyone
has anxiety in their life at various times for various reasons. Peter tells us the
best thing to do when we are anxious is to cast our anxieties on God because he
cares for us.

What is anxiety?

Does God care for us? Explain.

Since God cares for us, how can we cast our anxieties on him?

What can you do to turn to God when you have anxiety (e.g., pray, get
some alone time to journal or think, read the Bible, sing worship songs to
God)?

PwpnPR

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:6i 14 (Humble Christians)

Word of the Day: The devil

Peter says that the devil is like a lion roaming around looking for people to hurt.
The devil is a bad angel who does not love God, does not tell the truth, and
wants us to sin and disobey God. Peter tells us to resist him, which means we
are to love God, believe the truth of the Bible, do what God wants us to do, and
ask God to help us and forgive us when we sin.

Who is the devil?

What kinds of things does the devil want us to do?

How can we resist the devil?

Is Jesus more powerful than the devil? What things can Jesus do that the
devil cannot do (e.qg., forgive our sins, change our hearts, help us be
good)?

rwnE

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:61 14 (Humble Christians)

Word of the Day: Dominion

Peter says that Jesus Christ has all dominion. The word dominion refers to how

big Jesusd kingdom is. Jesus is a king who
and things as the King of kings and Lord of lords. There is no one more powerful

than Jesus. Peter promises that because he loves us, Jesus our powerful king

will right every wrong in his wonderfully perfect kingdom.

1. What does dominion mean?
2. How far does Jesus6 rule as king reach?
3. Isthere any king or ruler above Jesus?
4. Is Jesus a king that loves his people? Explain how we know this.
5. What do you t lomokhealVensvill sedikek i n g
Thursday
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Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:6i 14 (Humble Christians)

Word of the Day: Eternity

Peter says that Jesus will rule as king forever and ever. The word that explains
this is eternity. Eternity means that there will be no end in heaven. Christians will
live forever with Jesus and there will not be any death or any end to our lives with
Jesus.

What does eternity mean?

Will we die in heaven, or live eternally with Jesus and each other?

How nice will it be to live with people we love forever and no one dying?
Who do you want to meet in heaven (e.g. from the Bible or church history
or deceased Christian family and friends) other than Jesus?

5. What kind of fun things will you want to do in heaven forever and ever?

PwpnPR

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:6i 14 (Humble Christians)

Word of the Day: Amen

As he nears the end of his l|letter, Peter say
or fiyes, | agree. 0 When people say fAamen, o t
sayingwi t h t heir mouth that what God says i s gc
used in the Bible, it is spoken by worshipers who agree with a portion of Scripture

that has been taught or read, or a word that has come from God. So, it is okay

when we hear a sermon in church or hear someone teach the truth of the Bible to

say Aameno out | oud to show that we agree wi
1. What does fAameno mean?
2. Why is it a good thing for us to someti me
3. Why is it good for us to close our prayer
4. Are there any parts of the Bible or worship songs you like so much that

when you hear them you want to say or sho

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 1 Peter 5:6i 14 (Humble Christians)

Word of the Day: Friends

Peter tells the Christians that they should greet one another with a holy kiss. In
that day, that was how people who were friends said hello to one another. In our
day, some people still greet one another with a kiss, like a husband and wife, or a
parent or grandparent who gives a kiss to their children or grandchildren. But
most of the time shaking hands or hugging is how we say hello and only a parent
or grandparent should give a kiss on the head or cheek to a child. The big idea
Peter is teaching is that Christians are to be friends with one another and greet
one another in love.

1. Why did Peter tell people to kiss one another?

2. Should we kiss people we meet? No, only our parents or grandparents.
3. What are some nice ways to greet people, especially our friends?
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4. Who are your friends?
5. How does it make you feel when your friends greet you lovingly?
6. What can you do to be nicer and kinder to your friends?

Witness # 6 1 Faith

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:1i 4 (Faith in Your New Birth)

Word of the Day: Apostle

Peter beginshi s second | etter by saying he is an a
senior | eaders in the Old Testament were the
in the New Testament were the apostles. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the

prophets and the apostles wrote for us the Old and New Testaments (Eph. 2:20).

Like the Old Testament prophets, the New Testament apostles preached and did

many miraculous signs (Acts 2:43). The apostles were literally eyewitnesses to

the resurrection of Christ (Acts 1:211 26). For this reason, apostles do not exist

today, though the function of their office does continue in a limited sense. For

example, apostleship is used in a secondary sense to refer to such people as

Barnabas (Acts 14:4, 14), Silvanus and Timothy (1 Thess. 1:1; 2:6) and

Andronicus and Junias (Rom. 16:7). They, like apostles today, were gifted

individuals sent out to move from place to place in order to begin and establish

local churches as church planters (Acts 13:31 4). This gift also includes the

capacity to minister cross-culturally as a missionary (Acts 10:34i 35; Eph. 3:7i 8).

What is an apostle?

What kinds of things did apostles do?

Are there apostles today who can write the Bible?

What is church planting? Parents, Mars Hill is actively involved in church
planting and you may want to show your child(ren) the Acts 29 Church
Planting Network website (www.acts29network.org) so they can see some
of the church planters our church is helping to serve and so they can pray
for those church plants.

5. What is a missionary? Parents, you may want to tell your child(ren) about
a missionary named Arjuna Mars Hill has supported for years. Arjuna lives
in India where he runs a school for orphans as part of his orphanage, has
a seminary, and has planted hundreds of churches through Vision
Nationals (www.visionnationals.orq).

e

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:1i 4 (Faith in Your New Birth)

Word of the Day: Equality

Peter says that all Christians have a salvation that is equal to his. This means

t hat every person equally bears Gododés i mage,
and saved by Jesus, and that God is like a Father who does not favor any of his

children but equally loves and care for every single one of his children. This

means that even a young Christian or new Christian has the same access to God

115


http://www.acts29network.org/
http://www.visionnationals.org/

the Father through Jesus as Peter the great apostle who was friends with Jesus
and wrote two books of the Bible.

What does equality mean?

Is every Christian equally loved by God?

Is every Christian equally forgiven of all their sin by Jesus?

Does every Christian have equal access to God through Jesus Christ?
Who are some of the most influential Christian leaders you can think of?
Do you think you have as much love from and access to God as they do?
Why or why not?

arwnE

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:1i 4 (Faith in Your New Birth)

Word of the Day: Righteousness

Righteousness is being free from sin
says that our righteousness comes from Jesus. This is very different from other
religions where people are wrongly told to make themselves righteous. In
Christianity Jesus makes us righteous by his love and grace. Righteousness is
having a right relationship with God. Jesus did two amazing things for us on the
cross. First, he died to take away our sin. Second, he died to give us his perfect
and holy righteousness. Therefore, God sees us as righteous through Jesus and
gives us the Holy Spirit to live a righteous life like Jesus did.

1. What is righteousness?

2. What does Jesus take from us on the cross?

3. What does Jesus give to us on the cross?

4. Do we love God first and try to do good things so that he will love us, or
does God love us first and help us to do good things?

5. Is righteousness something we give ourselves, or something Jesus gives
us?

6. Who has Jesus given us to help us live righteous lives? The Holy Spirit.

7. Explain some ways the Holy Spirit helps us to live a righteous life like
Jesus.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:1i 4 (Faith in Your New Birth)

Word of the Day: God i Jesus

Peter says that that Jesus Christ 1is
just a good man but not really God. But the Bible is clear that Jesus was and is
God.

1. Jesus said he came down from heaven (John 6:38, 41i 42, 60, 66). How
does this show that Jesus is God?

2. Jesus performed miracles. How does this show that Jesus is God?

3. Jesus said he is God (Mark 14:61; John 10:3071 33). Do you think Jesus
was lying when he said he is God?
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4. Jesus said he was sinless (John 8:46). Is there anyone but God who is
perfect and sinless?

5. Jesus forgave sin (Mark 2:5). Can anyone but God forgive our sin (Ps.
51:4)?

6. Jesus said he is the only way to heaven (John 11:25; 14:6). Does anyone
know the way to heaven or have the keys to open heaven besides God?

7. Do you believe Jesus was and is God? Why or why not?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:1i 4 (Faith in Your New Birth)

Word of the Day: Savior

Peter says that Jesus is our savior. A savior is someone who saves other people
from a terrible fate. Jesus saves us from Satan, sin, death, hell, and the wrath of
God.

What is a savior?

Who is our savior?

What does Jesus save us from?

Can anyone else save us like Jesus?

PpwpnPE

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:1i 4 (Faith in Your New Birth)

Word of the Day: Divine power

Peter says that Christians have been given C
the Holy Spirit lives in and through Christians to empower them to live the

Christian life. The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus at his baptism and rested

upon him to show that all of Jesuso6 |ife and
Holy Spirit. The same Holy Spirit who gave power to Jesus gives divine power to

us.

=

What is divine power?

2. What does it mean that Christians have divine power?

3. What are some ways in which the Holy Spirit empowers us? Examples
include to serve God, to say no to sin, and to grow as Christians to be
more like Jesus.

4. What questions do you have about the Holy Spirit?

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:1i 4 (Faith in Your New Birth)

Word of the Day: Promises

Peter says that God has given us promises in Scripture. The Bible s pr omi s es
assure us of blessings in this life and in heaven. The blessings promised by God

include adoption into his family the church (2 Cor. 6:167 7:1), forgiveness of sin (1

John 1:9), answer to prayer (Luke 11:9), deliverance from temptations (1 Cor.

10:13), sustaining grace for difficult times (2 Cor. 12:9), provision for all needs

(Phil. 4:19), reward for obedience (James 1:12), and eternal life (Luke 18:297 30;
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John 3:16; Rom. 6:22i12 3 ) . Faith is when Christi
are true and live that belief out practically.

What is a promise?

What are some promises God gives us in the Bible?

Why do you think God puts promises in the Bible?

Do you think there are any promises that God will not fulfill?
What are some of your favorite Bible promises? Why?

arwnE

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:5i 15 (Faith in Your New Life)

Word of the Day: Virtue

This week we will examine seven character traits of a Christian that the Holy
Spirit works to form in us. The first character trait Peter mentions is virtue. Virtue
basically means excellence. When a person does what God intends for them,
they are virtuous. Since God made us to glorify him, virtue happens when, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, we glorify God in whatever it is we are doing. Jesus is
our perfect example because his virtue was perfect.

What is virtue?

How does the Holy Spirit help us to have virtue?

What are some ways the Holy Spirit has helped you to grow in virtue?
Who do you know that you think has virtue? Why?

rwnPE

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:5i 15 (Faith in Your New Life)

Word of the Day: Knowledge

The second character trait that Peter mentions is knowledge. Knowledge is
learning about who God is, what the Bible says, and how to live our lives with
God. Growing in knowledge takes time and work. There are many ways to gain
knowledge, including prayer, Bible study, church attendance, book reading, and
listening to wise people. Jesus is our example of knowledge because as a boy he
grew in knowledge (Luke 2:52).

What is knowledge?

What are some ways to grow in knowledge?

What methods have been most helpful for you to gain knowledge?

What do you want to learn about?

Do you think you get enough time reading (or, if the children are younger,
being read to)?

arwnE

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:5i 15 (Faith in Your New Life)

Word of the Day: Self-control

The third character trait that Peter mentions is self-control. Self-control is the
ability to say no when you are supposed to. Self-control includes not letting your
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anger carry you away, not letting your friends talk you into sin, and not letting
Satan drag you into sin. To be good at something requires self-control. For
example, athletes and musicians have to practice a lot and have self-control if
they want to be any good. Like them, Christians need to work hard at practicing
their faith and having self-control. And, Jesus is our perfect model of self-control
because he never gave in to sin.

What is self-control?

What happens to people who do not have self-control?

Why is it good to have self-control?

In what areas of your life do you feel you have self-control?

What are some areas of your life that you need to grow in self-control?

arwnE

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:5i 15 (Faith in Your New Life)

Word of the Day: Steadfastness

The fourth character trait that Peter mentions is steadfastness. Steadfastness is
like patience and the ability to hang in there and persevere when life is tough.
The opposite of steadfastness is simply giving up. People who give up when
things get hard do not make good Christians, good spouses, good parents, good
employees, or good friends. So, steadfastness is very important to develop so
that you can learn not to be a quitter. Jesus is our perfect example of
steadfastness because he did not quit even when they crucified him.

What is steadfastness?

What is the opposite of steadfastness?

Why is it bad to be a quitter?

In what areas of your life are you steadfast?

In what areas of your life are you a quitter?

Who do you know that is steadfast and what can you learn from them?

S A

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:5i 15 (Faith in Your New Life)

Word of the Day: Godliness

The fifth character trait that Peter menti on
|l i keness, 0 or acting Isuskoect@miherwonds,l d act and
godliness is worshiping God well by living like Jesus lived. Godliness is living our

life for God, with God, and by God in both the big and little things. Godliness is

very practical and includes how we speak to people, how hard we work, how

honest we are, how truthful we are, and how loving we are. Jesus is our perfect

example of godliness because he never sinned and he did everything God the

Father wanted him to do.

1. What does godliness mean?

2. Why is it important to live our lives like Jesus lived his earthly life?
3. What are some practical ways for you to practice godliness?
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4. Who are some of the godliest people you know? Why do you think they
are godly?

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:5i 15 (Faith in Your New Life)

Word of the Day: Affection

The sixth character trait that Peter mentions is affection. The word in the original

Greek, in which this letter was written, is the same word we use for the city of

Phil adel phia, which i s c aldafattionthabReterci ty of b
speaks of is brotherly love among Christians. Affection is not just pretending to

|l ove someone, but rather actwually |l oving the
share by the Holy Spirit. Affection helps us to be patient, serve, encourage, and

rebuke people out of love as needed. Jesus is our perfect example of affection

because he has loved us.

1. What is affection?

2. How is loving someone different from pretending to love someone?

3. What are some ways in which you can show your affection to people?

4. Who has been affectionate with you and how do you see their affection?

5. Is there anyone you have affection for?

6. Is there anyone you have difficulty having affection for? Explain.
Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:5i 15 (Faith in Your New Life)

Word of the Day: Love

The seventh character trait that Peter mentions is love. The kind of love that
Peter is speaking of is sacrificial love (the original Greek calls this agape), by
which we do not just feel loving, or say loving words, but actually do loving things
that are hard for us to do. This kind of love includes loving people who are tough
to love, and even loving our enemies. Jesus is our perfect example of agape love
because he has loved sinners and even his enemies and went to the cross to die
for themd the greatest act of love ever.

1. What is love? Parents, you may also want to read 1 Corinthians 13:47 7,
which is a good memory verse for kids about love.

Is love just what we feel and say, or also what we do? Explain.

How have people shown you they loved you?

Why should we love people who are hard to love, or even our enemies?
How does Jesus show his love to us?

abrwn

Witnhess # 71 Doctrine

Sunday
Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16i 21 (Doctrine from True Teachers)
Word of the Day: Myths
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Peter says that Christianity is built on historical facts whereas other religions and
beliefs are built on myths. The facts of Christianity include Jesus being born,
living on the earth performing miracles and teaching, dying on the cross, and
resurrecting from death. Other religions and false teachings are not built on
historical facts like these but rather on untrue myths and speculation. One
example is Mormonism, which teaches that God the Father is a highly evolved
man who became a god, that Jesus was the half-brother of Lucifer, that people
can become gods and rule their own planets, and that the ancient Israelites
migrated to the Americas and became the ancestors of the Native American
Indians, which has zero genetic or archaeological support.

What is a myth?

What is the difference between a myth and a fact?

Is Christianity built on myth or fact? Explain.

Is there anything in the Bible you think may be a myth and not a fact?
Explain.

PwpNPE

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16i 21 (Doctrine from True Teachers)

Word of the Day: Lord

Peter calls Jesus fALord. 0 Peter means that J
over everyone and everything from his exalted throne in heaven. Practically, this

also means that every aspect of our life is under the lordship of Jesus. There is

nothing in our life that should be disconnected from Jesus.

1. What does it mean that Jesus is Lord?

2. Is Jesus the only Lord, or are there other gods who are lords too?

3. Who and what does Jesus rule over?

4. Isthereany part of our | ife that does not bel

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:161 21 (Doctrine from True Teachers)
Word of the Day: Son of God

God the Father called Jesus his Son at Jesus
Son of God (e.g., John 10:36), and often referred to God as Father. Peter also
calls Jesus the Son of God. He means that Jesus is the same as God the Father;
they have the same attributes, such as both being the Creator. When the Bible
says that Jesus is the Son of God, it means that Jesus is God. The Bible is not
saying that Jesus is a created being whom God the Father made, but rather that
Jesus existed as God with the Father in heaven in eternity past. God the Father
sent Jesus into the world for the mission of saving sinners.

1. Is Jesus the Son of God?

2. When was Jesus first called the Son of God? At his baptism by God the
Father.

3. What does it mean that Jesus is the Son of God?
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4. Is anyone else the Son of God just like Jesus is?
5. What does the language of Father and Son tell us about the love between
God the Father and Jesus Christ?

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16i1 21 (Doctrine from True Teachers)
Word of the Day: Eyewitnesses

Peter says that he was an eyewitness to the life, ministry, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. In particular, Peter mentions being present at the baptism of
Jesus when God the Father spoke from heaven and the Holy Spirit descended
upon Jesus like a dove so that the entire Trinity was revealed. Peter was a
disciple of Jesus who learned from Jesus as they spent time together for three
years. Peter heard Jesus teach, saw Jesus perform miracles, saw Jesus die, and
saw Jesus after his resurrection. Therefore, no one knows more about Jesus
than Peter. Furthermore, since there was no technology in that day to record
Jesus, the best way to know what he actually said and did is to believe the
testimony of eyewitnesses like Peter. Peter had nothing to gain from telling lies
about Jesus, and was even crucified upside down for worshiping Jesusd he
would not have done that if he was not sure Jesus was God.

1. What is an eyewitness?
2. Why is it important to listen to eyewitnesses if we want to know the truth
about something that happened?

3. List some parts of Jesusd |ife that Peter
4. Why should we believe that Peter was telling the truth about Jesus and
not lying?

5. Why is it important to know that the Bible was written by eyewitnesses to
Jesus (e.g., 1 John 1:17 4) or from the testimony of eyewitnesses (Luke
1:11 4)?

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:161 21 (Doctrine from True Teachers)

Word of the Day: Inspiration

Peter says that the men who wrote the Bible did not make up what it says.

Instead, they said what God the Holy Spirit inspired them to say. Inspiration

means that God the Holy Spirit helped men write the exact words that God

wanted to have written (see also 2 Tim. 3:16). So, Peter is teaching that the Bible

was written by men and God working together, with the Holy Spirit leading them

to write Goddos Word perfectly. This makes th
book that has ever been written or ever will be written.

What is inspiration?

Who wrote the Bible?

Is any book as perfect as the Bible?

How does God the Holy Spirit speak to us through the Bible?

Why do you think God went to so much trouble to give us the Bible?

agrwnE
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Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16i 21 (Doctrine from True Teachers)
Word of the Day: Inerrancy

Inerrancy is the doctrine that because the Scriptures are inspired by God the
Holy Spirit, they are perfect and without error. This doctrine is inextricably tied to
the character of God himself. God cannot lie (2 Sam. 7:28; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18).
So, the entire Bible is without any error or contradiction, unlike every other
uninspired writing and utterance (Num. 23:19; Ps. 12:6; 119:89; Prov. 30:5i1 6).

What does inerrancy mean?

Do you believe the Bible is inerrant? Why or why not?

Is there any other inerrant book besides the Bible?

If the Bible is inerrant, why should we be careful to study it correctly and
learn exactly what it is saying?

N

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 1:16i 21 (Doctrine from True Teachers)

Word of the Day: Scripture

Peter speaks of the books of the Bible as Scripture. The New Testament (NT)

speaks of the Old Testament (OT) as Scripture, for which the Greek word is

graphe, me ani ng fwordibiblé corges foom Thé @reek word for book.

Holy Bible, therefore, meanssxsepaatein Hol y Book.
books. The thity-ni ne books of the OT record the time
on earth. The twenty-seven books of the NT begin with the four gospels, which

are biographies of Jesusdé | ife, and then pro
Christians and churches. The OT covers a few thousand years of human history,

and was written over the course of more than one thousand years. The NT

covers just the first century of church history. The NT was originally written in

Greek and every book was completed by the close of the first century. The OT

was originally written in Hebrew on papyrusd a form of paper made out of reeds;

the New Testament was written on parchments (prepared animal skins). A

|l ecturer at the University of Paris create
1200s, which accounts for our current 1,18
31,173 verse divisions were fully developed by 1551, in an effort to provide

addresses (not unlike those on our homes) that would help us find particular

sections. Over 77 percent of the Christian Bible is the OT. The OT has 929

chapters and 23,214 verses. The NT has 260 chapters and 7,959 verses.

d
9

How many books are in the Bible?

How many books are in the OT?

How many books are in the NT?

What time in history does the OT record?

What time in history does the NT record?

What were the original languages of the OT and NT?

R A
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Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1i 10a (Doctrine from False Teachers, Part
1)

Word of the Day: False teachers

Peter warns Christians that there are false teachers. False teachers pretend to
speak for God, but what they teach is not true and does not agree with the Bible.
They are simply liars. False teachers are always very popular. They tell people
what they want to hear, rather than the truth. They often enjoy the power, fame,
and attention they receive. Christians are warned not to believe their ideas, follow
their teaching, read their books, or attend their meetings because they work for
Satan and not God.

What is a false teacher?

What is the difference between a false teacher and a true teacher?

How can you tell who is a true teacher and who is a false teacher?

Why are false teachers so popular?

How should you respond to false teachers and their false teaching?
What are some examples of false teaching you have heard?

ok wNE

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1i 10a (Doctrine from False Teachers, Part
1)

Word of the Day: Heresy

In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter says that they teach
destructive heresies. A heresy is a false teaching, or a lie, that does not agree
with what Christians have always agreed that the Bible teaches. Examples of
heresy include saying that God is not a Trinity, that there is more than one God,
that Jesus is not God, that Jesus did not rise from death, that you can go to
heaven without Jesus, and that you do not need to repent of some sins such as
sexual sin (heterosexual and homosexual). Entire religions such as Mormonism
and Jehovahodos Witnesses, along with very | i6b
heresy. Heresy is destructive because it gives us the wrong picture of God and
builds our life on lies instead of truth.

What is a heresy?

What do we call someone who teaches heresy?

What are some examples of heresy you have heard of?

How can we know what is a heresy and what is not?

What can we do to |l earn the Bible so that

arwnE

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1i 10a (Doctrine from False Teachers, Part
1)

Word of the Day: Blasphemy

In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter says that false teachers
commit blasphemy. Blasphemy is telling lies about God to insult him, attack him,
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mock him, and demean him. Someone has to be very arrogant to blaspheme
God and they often encourage other people to do the same. One example would
be devout atheists who say that there is no God and make fun of people who do
believe in God.

What is blasphemy?

Is it okay to blaspheme God? Why not?

What is an example of blaspheming God?

Do you know anyone who blasphemes God? Explain.

PwpnPE

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1i 10a (Doctrine from False Teachers, Part
1)

Word of the Day: Greed

Peter says that false teachers are motivated by greed. Greed means that we love
money even more than God and will do just about anything to get more money.
False teachers do not teach what the Bible says because they would rather teach
whatever people pay them to teach so they can make more money. Since people
want to hear nice things, false teachers only say nice things and do not speak
much about sin or call people to repent of sin so they can make lots of money
speaking to people and selling their books (e.g., Jer. 6:14; 8:11; Isa. 30:10).

1. What is greed?

2. Why is greed a bad thing?

3. Should we do what is right, or what makes people happy?

4. Why do false teachers only say nice things?

5. What are some things in the Bible that are hard to hear but still true?
Thursday
Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1i 10a (Doctrine from False Teachers, Part
1)

Word of the Day: Condemnation

Peter warns that false teachers will face condemnation when they stand before
God. What this means is that some people teach a lot of lies in this life and lead
a lot of people astray. But God is watching them and knows everything they
think, say, and do. One day they will stand before God and he will judge them,
condemn them, and sentence them to hell forever. This is a good thing because
false teachers are lying about God and hurting people and they need to be dealt
with by God.

What is condemnation?

Will God allow any non-Christian to avoid condemnation?

Why is condemnation from God a good thing?

Does God ever make a mistake and wrongly condemn someone, as
sometimes happens in our courts when innocent people are condemned
to jail?

PwpnPE
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Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1i 10a (Doctrine from False Teachers, Part
1)

Word of the Day: Protection

In addition to promising the condemnation of false teachers, Peter reminds
Christians that God promises protection for them. Protection means that God
loves us, keeps an eye on us, helps us, and gets us through this world safely into
heaven. As an example of protection, Peter mentions Noah, whom God saved
from the flood, and Lot, whom God saved from the destruction of the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah by getting him out of town just in time. Peter is stressing
that even if the world gets dark and false teachers are everywhere, we can trust
God and his protection of us.

1. What is Gododés protection?

2. How did God protect Noah and his family?

3. How did God protect Lot?

4. Can you think of any other people in the Bible that God protected?

5. Do you believe God will protect you from condemnation and get you to

heaven safely? Why or why not?

Saturday
Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:1i 10a (Doctrine from False Teachers, Part
1)

Word of the Day: Despise

In warning Christians about false teachers, Peter says that they despise

authority. To despise means that they do not listen to godly people, do not submit

to godly people, and do not learn from godly people. Instead, they only believe

themselves, and they only listen to people who agree with them. People who

despise godly authority are proud and dangerous like Satan, who also despised

Godds authority. People who despise authorit
want to learn and end up being false teachers who disobey and rebel against

God. Sadly, those who despise godly authority also lead others astray to join

them in fighting against God.

1. What does it mean to despise godly authority?

2. What kinds of things do people who despise godly authority do and not
do?

3. Can you think of some examples in the Bible or church history of people
who despised God and godly authority? If so, what happened to them?

4. What godly authority do you need to ensure that you do not despise?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:10bi 22 (Doctrine from False Teachers,
Part 2) Word of the Day: Bold
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In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter notes that they are often bold.
This means that they are very confident, pushy, and certain that they are right
and that other people are wrong. Even though they are wrong, their boldness
makes them seem convincing so that some people wonder if they are not
actually false teachers. What Peter is teaching is that someone can be sincere,
confident, convincing, bold, and still wrong and a false teacher.

What is boldness?

How are bold people sometimes convincing?

If someone is sure they are right, does that always mean they are right?

Can you think of anyone in the Bible or church history who was bold but

wrong?

Can you remember any of the times Peter was bold but was wrong in his

life? Examples include when he told Jesus what to do, and when he cut a

manbés ear off with a sword when he was no

PwpnPR
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Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:10bi 22 (Doctrine from False Teachers,
Part 2)

Word of the Day: Deception

Peters warns that false teachers practice deception. By deception, he means that
they lie, do not tell the whole truth, and manipulate things to say what they want
them to say. They are hypocrites who teach one thing but do another. Deception
is a bad thing. The Bible says that Satan is the deceiver who deceived Eve; so,
when we deceive people we are doing what Satan does.

What is deception?

Who was the first being to deceive people?

What are some ways people try to deceive other people?

Does God try to deceive people?

Why is it important to tell the whole truth and not try to deceive people?
Is there any deception, including secrets, in your life?

ok wNRE

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:10bi 22 (Doctrine from False Teachers,
Part 2)

Word of the Day: Ignorant

In warning Christians about false teachers, Peter says that they are ignorant. To
be ignorant means you do not know what you are talking about. Ignorant people
often have strong opinions, boss people around, and loudly tell other people what
they think. Regardless, ignorant people do not know what they are talking about
so all of their beliefs, opinions, and judgments are foolish. When it comes to
Jesus and the Bible,lotsof peopl e are ignorant and donodt
talking about.

1. What does it mean to be ignorant?
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2. What do ignorant people need to do to learn about Jesus and the Bible?

3. Why do some people act like they know what they are talking about when
they do not?

4. Do you ever pretend to know something you are ignorant about? Explain.

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:10bi 22 (Doctrine from False Teachers,
Part 2)

Word of the Day: Sin

Peter says that false teachers like to sin and they encourage other people to sin
too. False teachers often have something bad in mind that they want to do. But
rather than repenting, they create ways to make it sound like doing the bad thing
would actually be a good thing. Other people who also want to do the bad thing
then listen to the false teacher so that they too can have a reason to do the bad
thing.

What is sin?

How do false teachers and sin work together?

Why do people who want to sin like false teachers?

What kind of sins do you think false teachers today want people to do?
When you want to sin should you believe what the Bible says or go find a
false teacher to say doing a bad thing is okay? Why?

agrwnE

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:10bi 22 (Doctrine from False Teachers,
Part 2)

Word of the Day: Going astray

In warning Christians against false teachers, Peter says that they have gone
astray. The Bible speaks of Christians as walking with God along a narrow path.
Sin is when we go astray and wander from God to go and do our own thing.
Peter has already told us in his letters that God is our Father and we are his
children. So, wandering astray from God is like a child wandering away from their
parent to get lost or even hurt.

What does it mean to wander astray from God?

What are some things people do to wander astray from God?

Why is it dangerous to wander away from God?

Why are some reasons that people wander astray from God?

Have you ever wandered astray from your parent(s)? What was that like
and what does that teach you about the importance of not wandering
astray from God?

arwnE

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:10bi 22 (Doctrine from False Teachers,
Part 2)

Word of the Day: Slavery
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Peter warns that false teachers promise freedom but only provide slavery. What
he means is that when people sin they become a slave to their sin. For example,
if someone chooses to abuse food, alcohol, or drugs, they become a slave to it
and cannot stop doing it. Their sin becomes like a slave master that rules over
them and harms them. In this way, Peter is speaking about slavery that we
choose for ourselves through our sin.

How does sin become slavery to us?

How are real slaves treated?

How does sin treat us like slaves?

Does God treat us like slaves? Explain.

How is true freedom the ablip?ity t

arwnE

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 2:10bi 22 (Doctrine from False Teachers,
Part 2)

Word of the Day: Defiled

In warning against false teachers, Peter says that they are defiled. By defiled,
Peter means that they are people who do dirty things and want other people to
join them in doing dirty things. These dirty things are sins that make our soul dirty
and do not help us grow to be holy like Jesus.

What does it mean to be defiled?

What is the dirtiest you have ever been? How did you get clean?

How does Jesus cleanse us from our sin?

After Jesus has cleansed us from our sin, why is it foolish to sin again and
get dirty?

Do you know anyone who does dirty things and wants you to do them too?
Explain.

e
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Witness # 81 Perseverance

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1i 7 (Perseverance Until Judgment)

Word of the Day: Letters

Peter speaks about the letters he has written to the churches, which are now part
of our Bible. Many of the books in the New Testament are also letters. In that day
when it was hard to travel (there were no cars or airplanes) and hard to
communicate (there was no radio, TV, Internet, or even printing press), people
would often communicate by writing letters. It was a big treat to receive a letter
and the letters that are in the Bible were read out loud to the whole churches that
received them.

1. Why are many of the books in the New Testament letters?

2. Who got to hear the letter read when it came to the church?
3. How much do you enjoy getting mail?
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What is the mostfunt hi ng youdve ever gotten in the
Who should you write a letter to because it would be very special to them?

Parents, help your child write and mail a letter so they can do what Peter

did.

S

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1i 7 (Perseverance Until Judgment)
Word of the Day: Reminders

Peter tells the churches that much of what he wrote in his letters to them were
reminders. Reminders are things that we know, but sometimes forget or do not
do, and so someone has to tell us again. In Christianity, it is important to have
reminders. This means that sometimes we review things we already know to
make sure we understand them and are doing them.

What are reminders?

What kinds of things do you often have to be reminded of?

What things in the Bible are helpful for you to be reminded of?

What are some things you can do to help remind yourself about important
things concerning Jesus and the Bible?

e

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11 7 (Perseverance Until Judgment)

Word of the Day: Commandments

Peter tells Christians that they should obey
commandments the Bible means that God give us instructions that he expects us

to follow. Godds commandments are al ways goo
loves us and his rules are to help us and protect us. Some people treat parts of
the Bible |Iike they are optional, but Peter

commands to be obeyed.

1. What are commandments?

2. How many commandments did God give Moses on the stone tablets?
Ten.

3. Can you name all of the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:1i 17)?

4. Are there any of Gododés commandments that
obey?

5. Are there any rules in your family (and school, if applicable) that you wish
you did not have to obey?

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1i 7 (Perseverance Until Judgment)

Word of the Day: Scoffers

Peter warns Christians that they will meet scoffers. Scoffers are people who
make fun of Christians, say the Bible is not true, and like to make us feel dumb
and weird. Scoffers can really hurt our feelings and make us sad. So, Peter tells
us that Jesus had scoffers too and that we should pray for them. We need to just
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keep doing what is right and try not to worry about what scoffers think or say
about us.

What is a scoffer?

What kinds of things did the scoffers say to Jesus?
How do scoffers make you feel?

Does anyone scoff you? Explain.

Do you scoff anyone? Explain.

arwnE

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1i 7 (Perseverance Until Judgment)
Word of the Day: Sinful desires

Peter says that some people give in to their sinful desires. Sinful desires are
temptations to do bad things and sin against God. Sinful desires are sometimes
very strong, but they are wrong. If we ask him, Jesus will help us not give in to
strong sinful desires.

What are sinful desires?

Are sinful desires sometimes really strong? Explain.

Is it okay to give in to a sinful desire, even if it is really strong?
What kind of sinful desires do you sometimes have?

PpwnPE

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11 7 (Perseverance Until Judgment)

Word of the Day: Judgment

Peter says that some people will give in to their sinful desires and scoff
Christians for their entire life. They laugh at Christians and think we are foolish
for following Jesus and believing the Bible. And then they die. Peter says that
when they die they will stand before God for judgment. Peter means that, just like
a criminal who is caught and has to stand before a judge, non-Christians will
stand before God for judgment. Because God knows our lives perfectly, he
judges perfectly and no one will get away with anything before him.

What is judgment?

Who judges non-Christians after they die?

Is God a perfect judge? Explain.

Does God let any non-Christian get away from being judged for any sin?
Why is it important for Christians to not judge non-Christians, but rather do
what is right and wait for God to judge them?

arwnpE

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:1i 7 (Perseverance Until Judgment)

Word of the Day: Flood

Peter says that the time before Jesus comes back will be like the days of Noah
and the flood. In the days of Noah, everyone was sinning all the time and did not
believe God would do anything about it. Then, God flooded the earth and all the
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sinners drowned. The only people who lived were Noah and his family because
God saved them with an ark (a large boat). God did not save them because they
were better than the other peopl egjacebut r at he

in the original Hebrew] in the eyes of the Lorb0 ( Gen. 6: 8). So, befor
comes back to send people to hell and establish heaven, people will be sinning

and ignoring God |ike the people did in Noah
saved by Godbés grace, I i Ik tat May,ddsusaskid hi s f ami

of like our ark and he gets us safely to heaven.

1. What were people doing before the flood i
2. Why did God save Noah and his family from the flood?

3. How will things be | ike they were in Noah
4. How is Jesus like our ark?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8i 10 (Perseverance Until Jesus Returns)
Word of the Day: Hell

Peter says that, sadly, for some people this life is as close as they will ever get to
heaven. That is because they keep sinning and ignoring God until they die. They
then stand before God for judgment and are sent to hell like prisoners are sent to
prison. Peter learned about hell from Jesus, who spoke about it more than
anyone else in the Bible. Hell is a terrible place where people who do not love
God go so that they cannot sin anymore. Hell lasts forever because people last
forever. In hell there is no love or joy and there is just misery.

What is hell?

Who judges people and sends them to hell?

Who talked about hell more than anyone else in the Bible?
How long does hell last?

What do you think hell is like? Explain.

arwnpE

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8i 10 (Perseverance Until Jesus Returns)

Word of the Day: Eternal

Peter says that Christians need to persevere, or keep living as Christians, even

though it seems like a long time before Jesus will come back and set up heaven

on earth. Peter explains that God does not see time like we do. God is eternal,

which means he lives outside of time without beginning or end (even though he

did create time and does work in time). Fron
two thousand years that have passed since Jesus walked on the earth are only

like a few days. This is because only God is uncaused and eternal.

What does it mean that God is eternal?
Is anyone other than God eternal?
Does God have a beginning? No.
Does God have an end? No.

PwpNPE
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5. Does God get old like we do? No.
6. Does God see the future already? Yes.

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8i 10 (Perseverance Until Jesus Returns)
Word of the Day: Patient

Jesus came two thousand years ago and promised that he would come back to
get rid of sin once and forever, and establish his kingdom. The two thousand
years that have already passed make some people to wonder if God is slow.
Peter says that Jesus has not returned yet because God lovingly takes his time
to save many people and make them Christians. This is because God is
incredibly patient.

1. Why is it taking so long for Jesus to return?
2. What does it mean that God is patient?

3. Why is patience a good thing?

4. In what ways are you impatient?

Wednesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:81 10 (Perseverance Until Jesus Returns)
Word of the Day: Repentance

Peter says that Jesus has not returned yet because there are still people that will
come to repentance. By repentance, the Bible means that our minds change so
that we see our sin, our hearts change so that we want to change our behavior,
and our actions change to show that God has changed us from the inside out.
Repentance also includes telling God we are sorry, thanking Jesus for forgiving
our sin, and asking the people we have sinned against to forgive us.

1. What does repentance mean?

2. Why does God want people to repent?

3. Give an example of a time when you repented. How did you feel
afterward?

4. Who are not yet Christians that you could be praying come to Jesus and
repentance? Parents, this is a good opportunity to pray for non-Christians
your family knows and thus show how God is patient so that people would
not perish but rather would come to repentance.

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8i 10 (Perseverance Until Jesus Returns)
Word of the Day: Day of the Lord

Peter says that there is a coming day of the Lord. The day of the Lord is
mentioned frequently in the Old Testament as a day of judgment, on which God
deals with sinners and their sins. The great day of the Lord will be one day in the
future when Jesus returns, puts an end to all sin, and ushers in his perfect
kingdom. Peter has in mind the day when we will see Jesus rule over a creation
that no longer has any sin or curse.
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1. What is the day of the Lord?
2. What will change when Jesus returns?
3. Areyoulookingf or ward to Jesusod6 return? Explain.
4. What do you think it will be like to meet Jesus and be with him forever?
5. What do you think you will say to Jesus when you first meet him face to
face?
Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:8i 10 (Perseverance Until Jesus Returns)

Word of the Day: New creation

I n speaking of Jesuso6 return, Peter says
new creation will be like our world but without any sin or curse. That means there

will be no sin, no Satan, no demons, no sickness, and no death. Our sin has

affected all of creation so that it is cursed and not as beautiful or enjoyable as it

should be. But all of that will be fixed in the new creation.

1. Why is our world not perfect like God made it?

2. What is the new creation?

3. What will not be in the new creation that is in our world because of sin?
4. What are you most looking forward to in the new creation?

Saturday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:81 10 (Perseverance Until Jesus Returns)
Word of the Day: Exposed

Peter says that on the day of the Lord when Jesus returns to judge sinners and
make the new creation, everything will be exposed. What he means is that there
are a lot of sins committed by people who are never caught, arrested, or dealt
with in this life. They seem to be getting away with sin. But when Jesus returns
everything will be exposed, meaning it will be made known and no longer hidden
in secrecy.

1. What does it mean for sin to be exposed?

2. Why is it a good thing that Jesus will expose all sin when he returns?

3. Have you ever tried to sin in secret and then got caught and exposed?
Explain what happened and what you learned from that.

4. Why is it better to confess your sin to Jesus and your parents rather than
waiting to get caught by Jesus?

5. Is there any secret sin in your life?

Sunday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:111 13 (Perseverance Until the New

Creation)

Word of the Day: Eternal living

Peter says that life is very short, Jesus is coming back, all sin will be dealt with

once and forever, and that Godos perfect
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Godds new creation. Since our || ives
says that we should live our lives with eternity in mind. Because our lives are
short and heaven is coming, we should not freak out, excuse our sin, or be lazy.
In this way, how we live is preparation for heaven, much like how we prepare for
a great vacation by getting everything ready to get there and have fun.

1. What is eternal living?

2. Why should we live our life not as if it is all we have, but rather as getting
ready for heaven?

3. How will heaven be like a super fun vacation that lasts forever?

4. What can we do in this life to get ready for the day when we see Jesus
and go to heaven forever?

Monday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:111 13 (Perseverance Until the New
Creation)

Word of the Day: Holiness

Peter says that since God and heaven are holy, Christians should live holy lives
to help them get ready to spend eternity in heaven. Heaven is our home and we
are just visiting the earth to meet Jesus, serve people, and learn lessons before
we go to our heavenly home. Holiness means living a life like Jesus lived by the
power of the Holy Spirit because we love God.

What is holiness?

Why should Christians want to live a holy life?

Who lived a perfectly holy life? Explain.

How does the Holy Spirit help us to live a holy life?

What do you think heaven will be like when you never sin again?

abrwnpE

Tuesday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11i 13 (Perseverance Until the New
Creation)

Word of the Day: Waiting

Peter says that because God tells us that Jesus is coming back, sin will be no
more, and everything will be perfect, sometimes we can get impatient and want it
all to happen right now. However, waiting is something that God wants us to
learn to do. This waiting is important because while we are waiting, God is
finishing his work with people and we get to help him by doing ministry.

1. Why is it important that we keep waiting for God to finish his work on the
earth?

2. Why does God want us to do ministry while we wait for Jesus to return?

3. What is the longest you remember having to wait for something?

4. How good do you think you are at waiting patiently? Explain.

Wednesday

135

ar

e

very



Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:111 13 (Perseverance Until the New
Creation)

Word of the Day: Righteous

Peter says that while we wait for Jesus to return, we need to work on living
righteous lives. This is because in heaven there is no sin and only righteousness.
Righteousness is what Jesus gives us, and how we are to live by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

What is righteousness?

What are some righteous things God wants you to do?

What are some specific unrighteous things God wants you to not do?
What do you think it will be like in heaven when everyone is only righteous
all the time and no one ever says or does anything bad?

e

Thursday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11i 13 (Perseverance Until the New
Creation)

Word of the Day: New heaven and new earth

Peter says that one day Jesus will make a new heaven and a new earth. The
new heaven and new earth will be heaven and earth coming together as one so
that we are with God forever. The new earth will be like our earth but without any
sinners, sin, curse, sickness, death, evil, injustice, or crying. So, the new earth
wi || have aoblé plenty of Goodif@d to @at, and lots of music, fun,
and laughterd like a really fun vacation or party.

What will the new earth be like?

What bad things are in the world now that will not be in the new earth?
Who do you want to meet in heaven from the Bible or church history?
Do you think we will be able to do things like play ball, go swimming, and
have fun on the new earth?

5. What do you think will be fun for you to do in heaven?

rwn R

Friday

Bible Reading This Week: 2 Peter 3:11i 13 (Perseverance Until the New

Creation)

Word of the Day: Home

For the Christians who are suffering because people are being mean to them,

Peter says that heaven is really the Christi
heaven,hesaidhe was going to God the Fatherds hom
home for us when we die. Just like sometimes it is hard to be away from home

on the earth, so too it is sometimes hard to have this world feel like home. What

makes a place a home is that our family is there, but until we get to heaven with

God and all his people, we are not yet really at home. Still, since we love our

family and enjoy our friends and church, we have a taste of our heavenly home

here on earth.
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